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Sub Area Name
Jonkershoek

Catalogue Number
02.15d

Property Name
Intake House, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Alternative Names
In Take House

Farm Number
358/1, 358/2, 358/3

Linkages
Jonkershoek historical property, Swartbrug Filtration System

Heritage Resource Name
Intake House

Type of Resource
waterworks

Composites
none listed

Western portion of Intake House, 2000 aerial photo

2000 Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title

Intake House, 1938, showing tiny cottage between the two streams 
and site of east house (not seen), with three cottages below the 
road. At high magnification a line, possibly the furrow, can be seen 
crossing the hill above and to the right.

1938 Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title
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Western portion of Intake House, 1938 aerial photo.

1938 Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title

Western portion of Intake House, detail of c1933 water court 
application map (CA M3-2856,5)

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title

Western portion of Intake House, detail of c1933 map (cam3-2834)

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title
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1902 map with overlay of approximate current cadastrals.

CAM2-409

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title

Intake House, 1980 orthophoto with added cadastrals

1980 Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title

View of Intake House from Jonkershoek-berge. Centre is the deep 
Swartboskloof/ Sosyskloof valley, with intake on the Eerste R below. 
Portion 1 is below the old road, now Circular Drive , which runs e 
from above Kleinplaas Dam (R).

10/04 Stewart Harris

Photo Date Photographer

Photo Title

Visual Description

Three contiguous land parcels along the south bank of the Eerste 
River, portion 1 in the west, portion 2 in the middle and portion 3 
east. They are surrounded by farm 358, Jonkershoek Nature 

Notes

358/1, /2 & /3 = 56 ha
Owner: Stellenbosch Municipality; plantation leased 
to SAFCOL

Description
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Reserve (02.15e). Four streams cross the properties from kloofs 
in the Simonsberg to the south: Geelhoutkloof far west, an 
unnamed stream crosses the centre of portion 1, and Sosyskloof 
and Swartboskloof which both emerge from a deep valley above 
portion 2. The intake for the municipal pipeline is a small dam 
between the two latter streams, on portion 2. This area is 
inaccessible and was not inspected.
  The southern (outward bound) Circular Drive is across the 
southern part of portion 1. There is no sign of the buildings and 
furrow marked on 1930s maps or visible on the 1938 aerial photo 
(see photos and history), which are in an area now covered by 
pine plantations.

This land was part of the large area granted to CG Ackerman in 1833 and sold to Jonkershoek owner PG Neethling in 
1836. A house marked on the 1902 map just east of Geelhoutkloof may have had its origins in his time (photo 4). The 
road at that stage ran closer to the river than the road visible on the 1938 aerial photo, which is the route of the present 
Circular Drive. In 1933 there was still a house in about this position, and another one east of the next stream up the valley 
(photos 5,6). One map shows a furrow leading water from high up Sosyskloof, around the hill to the eastern house, and 
that the stream was diverted along the road to Geelhoutkloof (photo 5). A cottage can be seen in the position of the west 
house on the 1938 aerial photo; the east house is not visible, but could be hidden under the trees above the road. There 
are three cottages below the road. At high magnification a line, possibly the furrow, can be seen crossing the hill above 
and to the right. Physical traces of these were not seen; the area has been disturbed by intensive plantation use for 
decades, but it is possible that fabric may still exist.
  A continuing theme with other parts of the valley is the exploitation of its water potential. The Eerste River, rising in these 
reaches, was always the principal source of water for Stellenbosch. Before 1883 drinking water was 'taken from a service 
reservoir situated within the village and fed from the "Mill furrow". After 1883 the domestic  supply was taken direct from 
the Eerste River into a reservoir situated near Mostertsdrift, and was conveyed to the village from the reservoir by a pipe 
… . In 1904 the "Stellenbosch Municipal Water Supply Act" was passed, in pursuance of which an intake has been 
constructed in the channel of the Eerste River on the farm "Jonkershoek" and a nine inch pipe laid to the village. The 
domestic water supply has been taken through this pipe since the year 1907.' (Judgement delivered in Water Court, 12th 
August 1919).
 The two eastern portions 358/2 and 358/3 were deducted from Watermeyer’s property in 1911 and transferred to the 
Stellenbosch Municipality (Deeds Office summary folio).  By this time the intake house and weir had been built and a 
pipeline made along the north bank to Stellenbosch. During the rest of the 20th century there were continual 
improvements, culminating in the large Kleinplaas/Jonkershoek Dam which draws its water from the Theewaterskloof Dam 
and is part of the regional water supply system.

Historical Notes

Associated People
See Jonkershoek historical property

Associated Events

References
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows location of grants
Judgement delivered in Water Court, 12th August 1919.
1933 maps CA M3-2834, CA M3-2856,5 
1938 aerial photograph.
1980 orthophoto
2000 aerial photograph.

History

Significance Statement
The intake house and pipeline were constructed between 1904 and 1907; they demonstrate the constant technological 
improvements in the use of the Eerste River as the water supply for Stellenbosch town. The old road ran through these 
properties, now part of the Circular Drive. There were pre-1930s buildings and water furrows which have been 
demolished, but despite intensive forestry usage traces may exist and the sites have potential to supply information.

Significance Category
A, C, E, F, G

Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery
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Proposed Grading
3 heritage area (s.31)

Vulnerablilities

Recommendations
Intake house structures and road are older than 60 years (s. 34)
Possible archaeology at sites of pre-1930s houses and water furrows (s. 35)

NHR Act Status
s. 34, 35 - see 
recommendations

Date of Gazette SAHRA File ref. Official Grading

Number of Ortho Photo

Date of Ortho Photo

Aerial Photograph Date

Aerial Photo Number

GPS X

GPS Y

GPS Model

GPS Setting

Maps

Property Name Composite Name

Catalogue Number Type of Resource

Objects

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
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