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STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY: RESIDENTIAL CAMPUS 
 
Heritage-Based Urban & Architectural Guidelines 
 
 
PART 3: Hostel Precinct: Building Guidelines and Principles    
  

 
 
 
35.0 Summary of Heritage Based Design Indicators Arising from the Study (Pt 1 & 2) 

 
 

• Deviations in building form from the existing typologies are generally to be 
discouraged.   

 

• Assertive and dominating buildings, which compete with, and detract from, the 
composition of the whole are to be discouraged. 

 

• It is acknowledged that different building typologies exist across the core area, and 
infill buildings should reinforce existing typologies. 

 

• A hierarchy of building types is to be enabled, with a townscape comprising both 
background and foreground buildings being encouraged.  
 

• Major public-use buildings should be seen as fore-ground buildings, with residential 
and other structures forming the background fabric of the campus; ie the “raisins in the 
pudding” principle.   

 

• New buildings should be contemporary examples that acknowledge design informants 
set by the existing in terms of height, form, colouring and texture, solidity/punctures, 
etc., while also being informed by current conservation and architectural theoretical 
insights and issues related to environmental and economic sustainability and social 
equality. 

 

• All buildings should acknowledge the larger urban structure of which they form a part, 
and the greater cultural landscape within which they are sited.   
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36.0  GUIDELINES FROM CONSERVATION CHARTERS/ INTERNATIONAL BEST 

PRACTICE 

Two conservation charters are of specific relevance to the cultural landscape of Stellenbosch 

and the proposed interventions at Stellenbosch University. 

 

 

36.1 Charter For The Conservation Of Historic Towns And Urban Areas (Washington 

Charter 1987)1. 

 

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES 

 In order to be most effective, the conservation of historic towns and other historic 

urban areas should be an integral part of coherent policies of economic and 

social development and of urban and regional planning at every level. 

 Qualities to be preserved include the historic character of the town or urban area and 

all those material and spiritual elements that express this character, especially: 

- Urban patterns as defined by lots and streets; 

- Relationships between buildings and green and open spaces; 

- The formal appearance, interior and exterior, of buildings as defined by scale, 

size, style, construction, materials, colour and decoration; 

- The relationship between the town or urban area and its surrounding setting 

both natural and man-made; and 

- The various functions that the town or urban area has acquired over time. 

 Any threat to these qualities would compromise the authenticity of the historic town 

or urban area. 

 The participation and the involvement of the residents are essential for the success 

of the conservation programme and should be encouraged. The conservation of 

historic towns and urban areas concerns their residents first of all. 

 Conservation in a historic town or urban area demands prudence, a systematic 
approach and discipline. Rigidity should be avoided since individual cases may 
present specific problems.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1http://www.international.icomos.org/charters/charters.pdf 

 
 
 
36.2 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural 

Significance. 1999.   

 
Key points relating to New Work (Article 22) 

 

22.1 New work such as additions to the place may be acceptable where it does not distort or 

obscure the cultural significance of the place, or detract from its interpretation and 

appreciation. 

 

The first task is therefore to understand significance, a key task of this heritage based urban 

design study. 

 

22.2 New work should be readily identifiable as such. 

 

New work is less likely to distort or obscure significance if both the new work and the 

existing forms and components of the place remain clearly recognisable. In relation to 

buildings, matters to consider include siting, bulk, form, scale, character, colour, 

texture and material. Taken together, the new work should be similar to (but not 

imitate) the existing significant fabric.  Marquis-Kyle& Walker (2004:66)  

 

New work can be distinguished by changes in details, by materials that are similar but 

different in colour or surface, by forms that are recognisably modern, and by the 

presence of a visible line of demarcation. Marquis-Kyle&Walker (2004:66)  

 

Designing an addition or new building in a modern manner is desirable, but not an 

excuse to make the new work dominate, or draw attention away from the existing 

place and its features. Marquis-Kyle&Walker (2004:66)  
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37.0  NEW BUILDINGS IN AN HISTORIC CONTEXT: PRINCIPLES & PRECEDENT   

 
37.1 Building in Context 
 
The UK based English Heritage in conjunction with CABE (Commission for Architecture and 
the Built Environment) have published a “Building in Context Toolkit”. Key concepts in this  
also illustrate the design aims of the interventions planned at the Stellenbosch University 
Campus.  CABE notes “the purpose of the publication was to stimulate a high standard of 
design when development takes place in historically sensitive contexts. The founding 
principle is that all successful design solutions depend on allowing time for a thorough site 
analysis and character appraisal of context”.2 
 
 
In summary, the principles, which have been applied in the development of the heritage 
based urban design framework document for Stellenbosch University, are as follows: 
 
 
The Building in Context Toolkit aims to3: 
 

• help local authorities plan for already developed areas in the most efficient way, while 
making them more attractive places in which to live and work and conserving our 
cultural heritage; 

 

• promote sustainable new and re-used development that doesn't sacrifice what future 
generations will value for the sake of short-term and often illusory gains; 

 

• communicate to professional and community groups a wider understanding of how 
new interventions (such as new buildings, structures and spaces) can take place more 
successfully in historic areas; 

 

• help those making decisions that affect sensitive areas to reach effective and balanced 
decisions and a more efficient service; 

 

• help local communities with the process of taking long term decisions about their built 
environment in a confident and sustainable way. 

 
Appraising a proposal 
 
The Building in Context Toolkit also deals with the issue of subjectivity in design interpretation 
and places values-based criteria above subjective judgements to ensure effective long–term 
decision making. 
 

“It is true that there is a subjective element in judgements about design quality and 
people often disagree about what they like. Such differences of opinion and matters of 
personal taste should not be allowed to obscure the fact that it is possible to arrive at 
opinions about design quality that are based on objective criteria. There are many 

                                                           
2www.building-in-context.org/toolkit.html   Last accessed 22 May 2012 
3www.building-in-context.org/toolkit.html   Last accessed 22 May 2012 

ways of doing this, but any such process is likely to include asking questions based on 
the following principles. These principles encompass both the quality of the building 
itself and its quality as a contribution to the urban design of the neighbourhood in 
which it is situated”.4 

 
 
Principle 1 
A successful project will start with an assessment of the value of retaining what is there. 
 
Principle 2 
A successful project will relate to the geography and history of the place and the lie of the 
land. 
 
Principle 3 
A successful project will be informed by its own significance so that its character and identity 
will be appropriate to its use and context. 
 
Principle 4 
A successful project will sit happily in the pattern of existing development and the routes 
through and around it.  
 
Principle 5 
A successful project will respect important views. 
 
Principle 6 
A successful project will respect the scale of neighbouring buildings. 
 
Principle 7 
A successful project will use materials and building methods which are as high quality as 
those used in existing buildings.  
 
Principle 8 
A successful project will create new views and juxtapositions which add to the variety and 
texture of the setting. 
 
These eight core principles can be used to test the outcomes of both the heritage based 
urban design study as well as any resultant building designs arising out of the process. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
4www.building-in-context.org/toolkit.html   Last accessed 22 May 2012 
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4www.building-in-context.org/toolkit.html   Last accessed 22 May 2012 
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37.2   Working in Context: Some Indicators pertaining to Stellenbosch University: 

 

 Contemporary architecture in historic context need not be simply a stark contrast of 

form and material. A more subtle and nuanced approach of picking up cues in terms 

of materials, forms, heights, textures and patterns and reinterpreting these in new and 

contemporary ways can be achieved.  This is the approach advocated on the 

Stellenbosch University campus due to the significance not of the individual buildings, 

but of the overall landscape and collection of spaces. 

 New buildings can and should preserve and enhance the significance of the space. 

 The old and new parts of each building should be in harmony with each other, but 

also in harmony with the broader environment. 

 Respect for context need not limit possibilities for architectural expression. 

 In terms of dialogue between old and new“ perhaps the most interesting potential …..is 

the idea of new architecture as a form of historical interpretation that can create a kind 

of reciprocity between old and new which intensifies the significance of both”.  

(MacCormac, Sir Richard: 2008:10) 

 University settings offer chances for this dialogue between old and new to be 

explored, given that the “commitment to history and to new ideas is a continuously 

shared aspiration” (MacCormac, Sir Richard: 2008:10) 

 A key assessment criteria relates to the degree to which a new building is sufficiently 

contextual to be acceptable in the proximity of a protected building or area. 

 At the 1990 Urban Conservation Symposium in Johannesburg Revel Fox (1991:105) 

quoted a 1967 article from The Architect’s Journal which remains pertinent: 

The successful confrontation of new and old demands skills and sensitivity on 

the part of the architect.  Without resorting to pastiche, the architect must 

contrive to reproduce in his design the grain and scale of his setting, whether 

or not they follow its predominating colours and textures.  Where the setting is 

of acknowledged quality however, the new building calls for a measure of 

humility in the designer. 

 This avoidance of pastiche should carry through from overall form through to detail.   
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38.0 PRINCIPLES ILLUSTRATED: COLLAGE OF IMAGERY REFLECTING CONCEPTS 

FOR STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSTY, RESIDENTIAL CAMPUS:  

38.1 Outdoor Spaces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large open space: Harvard Yard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvard Yard                 Harvard Yard as Social Space

  

 

 

 

 

Ball Residence, Indiana-Purdue University, Indiana  

 

 

Smaller open spaces:Newnham College, Cambridge, Pedestrian lane 

(Allies and Morrison Architects)  
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38.2 Streets and Connecting Spaces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ’s Lane, Cambridge:  Facilities are grouped along pedestrian connections tp reinforce historic patterns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haarlemmer Student Housing, Amsterdam (Herman Hertzberger) 

Creation of streets, transparent social areas, interface areas, entrances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somerville college, 

Oxford. (Niall 

McLaughlin Architects) 

The architecture 

reinforces the 

importance of scaling 

elements to denote 

gateways, stairs and 

common areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wadham College, Oxford. (MJP Architects) St John’s College, Oxford. (Edward Cullinan)     

Creation of walks and vistas, and elements signalling gateways and connections in courtyard.  
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38.3 Scale of Residential Blocks & Materiality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John’s College, Oxford (MJP Architects)      St John’s College (MJP Architects) 

Articulation of facade          Garden quadrangle   

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Allies and Morrison Architects)        St Anne’s College, Oxford Reinterpretation 

Facade scaling          of traditional form   

  

 

 

 

 

Reinterpretation and abstraction of traditional materials and forms (Alvaro Siza) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fitzwilliam College, Oxford (MJP Architects) 

Historic imagery translated into modern forms, used to break down the scale of the facade and create 

identifiable spaces. 
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38.4 Key Public Facilities & Hubs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fitzwillliam College, Cambridge (Allies and Morrison) 

Transparency     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purcell School of Music, UK(Edward Cullinan) 

Solidity: Contemporary additions respecting height and materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rice University, Texas.  (Hopkins Architects)  

Opportunities for hubs and social spaces to embody lighter forms and to engage with the outer world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John’s College Common room “Pavilion”, 

Oxford(MJP Architects)  

Transparent contemporary spaces set against historic 

buildings 
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38.5 Contemporary Interventions 

 

St Anne’s College, Oxford.(Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates) 

Contemporary intervention within parameters of unified materials and palette, height and scaling. 

 

 

 

Galician Centre for Contemporary Art, Santiago de Compostela, Spain (Alvaro Siza) 

Abstracted Form.  Siza's strategy of breaking the large building into masses echoing the shapes and sizes of 
neighbouring three-story, tile-roofed structures ensured that the new building could contribute functional vitality 
without compromising the extraordinary cohesiveness of the surrounding medieval village, a World Heritage 
site. (Alderson, 2006:26) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

Pilkington Laboratories, Sherbourne, Dorset UK (Michael Hopkins) 

Contextual integration into historic streetscape: roof form, material carried through. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John’s College, Oxford. (Edward Cullinan): 

Interpretive Design: 90 degree library extension onto historic 19
th
 century structure  
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39.0 Site Development Areas: Architectural Form & Detail 
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39.1 Site Development Area 1 
 

Location: 

 New residence on Marais Road. 

Intent: 

 The new building completes the periphery of the urban block and carries through the 

rhythm of solid and void of the spaces. 

 Stand-alone residence building. 

 Courtyard typology facing North. 

 Position of hub to integrate Helshoogte, and to create an edge to the proposed public 

square.   

 The hub position is to reinforce the College Walk, and form the junction with the north-

south linkage spaces. 

 The architecture of the hub should create a special building to reinforce the new public 

space.  

Height: 

 3 storeys and possible accommodation in roof space on inner faces. 

 Hub to be maximum 2-storey height. 

Use: 

 Residential hostel 

 Single rooms 

 Common room(s) on ground floor onto square 

 Hub: a student centre with amenities, linked to new student accommodation. 

Controls: 

 22m set-back line from Irene 

 Alignment with South-east edge of Irene on Marais Road. 

 North setback aligned with opposite corner of squash courts. 

 South edge to be parallel with Irene. 

 No edge of building to project beyond North corner of Irene 

 Eaves line to align with Irene 

 Hub to respond to Eendrag NW and rear service building lines with portico extensions 

beyond these lines permissible to engage with college walk and square and linkage 

spaces. 
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Guidelines: 

 Courtyard building opening to north. 

 Interior courtyard landscaping to provide threshold to public and service edge on North 

side. 

 Entrance to address public residential square. 

 Wall treatment – plastered and painted with punctured openings primarily. 

 Explore ways of grouping public and service areas to break up the facade and roof 

massing. 

 Roofs – predominantly double-pitched, red-tiled roofs due to position on outer 

perimeter of block. 

 Pitch on roofs on external faces to match adjacent. 

 Ground floor height to have a more generous height and to include permeable 

elements at public/ semi-public interfaces. 

 The hub must to be designed as public building. 

 The hub should be designed to read as the most important and “special” building 

forming the public square.  

 The detailing of the hub should allow as much transparency as possible to contrast 

with the surrounding residential buildings. 

 The hub should have access from both college walk and Helshoogte linkage space. 

 The hub should have porticos and colonnades on both external faces to provide public 

gathering areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 
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39.2 Site Development Area 2 
 
Location:  

 Extension to rear of Irene 

Intent: 

 The intent is to extend the existing building and to close the north-west facing gap/ 

void space. 

 The extension is to complement the existing building rather than compete with it. 

 The public spaces in the existing portion of the building are to be re-located onto the 

residential square.  

Height: 

 3 storeys plus possible accommodation in roof space/ roof plane. 

Use: 

 Residential hostel 

 Double rooms 

 Common room(s) on ground floor onto square 

Controls: 

 Pick up all existing datum lines, floor levels and eaves lines. 

 The extension may be a maximum of 16.5 metres beyond the existing. 

 No extension beyond the corners of Irene. 

Guidelines: 

 The extension is to read as a contemporary addition within the context and parameters 

set-down. 

 Masonry architecture with gasket articulation at junctions. 

 Ground floor to address the public square via permeable edge treatments. 
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39.3 Site Development Area 3 
 

Location: 

 LLL houses onwestern edge of residence square. 

Intent: 

 To create self-contained LLL houses grouped to form courtyard-configuration building 

 Building is to be permeable to facilitate cross-linkage between square and 

“Groenplein”. 

Height: 

 3 storeys with kitchens and living space on ground level. 

Use: 

 LLL houses. 

Controls: 

 Align eastern edge and Sonop garden edge. 

 Align west facade with existing position of tennis court edge. 

 North facade aligns with squash court. 

 South edge to be a minimum of 18m away from north facade of Sonop. 

 Northern-most edge of permeable cross-link is to align with southern tennis court 

fence line. 

 Minimum width of cross-link to be 10m. 

 Internal courtyard to be set at same level as residential square. 

Guidelines: 

 Masonry architecture with punctured openings. 

 Articulate detailing of ground floor to reinforce public nature of surrounding campus 

space. 

 Explore ways of creating semi-private threshold spaces through landscaping and 

lighter architectural elements. 

 Roofs should predominantly be pitched at a similar angle to adjacent buildings, but 

with a contemporary material (dark grey coloured metal) with areas of flat roofs at 

junctions and key spatial elements.  
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39.4 Site Development Area 4 
 

Location:  

 Extension to Huis Visser and Huis Marais 

Intent: 

 The intent is to extend the existing building and to create a public space in the position 

of the demolished Afrika-saal and demolished kitchen auxiliary space. 

 The extension is to complement the existing building rather than compete with it. 

 The extension is the first phase of an overall design seeking to create a new student 

hub, college walk, rehabilitated Dagbreek dining room surrounds and the formation of 

the public forecourt space onto Bosman Street including the demolition of the semi-

detached domestic houses.. 

 The phase 1 extension acknowledges a later phase to create a public square on 

Bosman Street and a hub facing “Groenplein”.  

Height: 

 3 storeys and possible accommodation in roof space on inner/ courtyard faces. 

 3 storeys and possible accommodation in roof space on north aspect of Huis Marais 

south extension. 

 Possible additional level on Bosman St forecourt (front portion of south wing only) due 

to existing ground levels. 

Use: 

 Residential hostel 

 Double rooms 

 Common room(s) and commercial facilities on ground floor onto  

college walk and Bosman Street forecourt (Marais south wing). 
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Controls: 

 Pick up all existing datum lines, floor levels and eaves lines to wings attached to 

historic building. 

 Glazed connection / bridge at first floor between Huis Marais and new south wing. 

 Bosman Street forecourt line governed by east/rear facade of Huis Marais. 

 Existing edges of Huis Visser green space grasperk to be retained. 

 North edge of college walk set up by lines of Huis Marais. 

 Minimum wall to wall width of college walk to be 12m 

 Numbers of rooms in each section to be equal. 

 Eastern edge of HuisVisser new wing to line up with Dagbreek corner turret line. 

 

Guidelines: 

 The extensions are to read as contemporary additions within the context and 

parameters set-down. 

 Masonry architecture with gasket articulation at junctions between old and new. 

 Ground floor to address the walkway via permeable elements. 

 Roofs should be predominantly pitched at a similar angle to adjacent buildings, but 

with a contemporary material (dark grey coloured steel) with areas of flat roofs at 

junctions and key spatial elements.  

 End facade of Huis Marais wing to address position on proposed “Bosman Sq”. 

forecourt. 

 Dining rooms to be visually open onto new green courtyard. 

 Interface between college walk and courtyard to be articulated by means of steps, 

walls etc. to create potential gathering space. 

 First floor enclosed bridge link between Huis Marais new south wing across college 

walk to Huis Marais extension.  
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39.5 Site Development Area 5 

Location:  

 LLL houses on southern side of Simonsberg. 

Intent: 

 The intent is to create a positive edge to “Groenplein” to resolve the presently 

fragmented and single storied service building edge to Simonsberg. 

 The two parallel LLL wings are positioned to create a living residential street along the 

college walk. 

Height: 

 New free-standing south wings:3 storeys (with kitchens/ living space on ground level). 

 North wing: 1 and 2 stories above Simonsberg reconfigured garages and stores. 

Use: 

 LLL house. 

Controls: 

 Southern edge governed by line of existing tennis court fence. 

 Western and eastern edges governed by dominant facades of Simonsberg. 

 Minimum width of college walk to be 9.5m. 

 North wing: existing service space to remain open. 

 South wing; single storey central common room space sufficiently sized to permit 

public usage and to enable permeability between “Groenplein”  and college walk. 

 Open access-way connecting the “Groenplein” and college walk spaces around 

common room space. 

Guidelines: 

 The extensions are to read as a contemporary addition within the context and 

parameters set-down. 

 North wing roof: flat (metal or concrete) roof with parapet edging. 

 North wing roof: stepped form comprising roof and void to follow plan configuration 

and placing of lounges. 

 South wing: Roofs should predominantly be pitched at a similar angle to adjacent 

buildings, but with a contemporary material (dark grey coloured metal) with areas of 

flat roofs at junctions and key spatial elements.  

 Masonry architecture with punctures. 

 Ground floor to address the pedestrian street with articulated doorways, threshold 

spaces, colonnades and stairs to animate the street. 

 Look for opportunities to enliven the street by means of bicycle racks, street lighting, 

landscaping and colonnades. 
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39.5 Site Development Area 6 

 

Location: 

 New Hub, Residence and Facilities on West Side. 

Intent: 

  

Height: 

Use: 

Controls: 

Guidelines: 

 


