3.6 NAKED TRUTH RESTAURANT
3 Victoria Street, erf 1955

Description
Early 20th century single storey house forming part of a terrace. It has pitched corrugated-iron roof
with a straight side gable east and is linked to the adjacent roof on the west, forming part of a terrace
with similar detailing. It has a central straight gable with a small window in it, decorated with fretwork
bargeboards and, more recently, by graphics for the restaurant housed here. Various ventilators and
aerials stick randomly out of the roof. On the stoep is a hipped-end verandah across the full width with
its own central gable which is supported on metal poles with cast iron brackets (modern timber
balustrade). In the building’s façade is a central door with plain fanlight and 4-pane sash windows
each side.
At the rear is a pleasant courtyard entered from the parking lot, enclosed by a high plastered walls
(possibly including older fabric).

Victoria Street context

Rear (south)

Front (north)

Rear courtyard
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History
Surprisingly, since it seems such a consistent part of the terrace on the west, this house was built
later than the rest. Fransen’s 1905 map shows no development on this site. It is suggested that when
it was built (before the First World War judging from its sash windows and decorative cast-iron) the
earlier terraces adjacent were revamped with the currently popular materials. The land had been
subdivided in 1860 and sold, with the erven north and east, to JM Beyers in 1876. JM Beyers owned
Erfurt House and this cluster of houses were built for letting (see Who’s Who). Later social history not
studied.
Essential character and qualities
Part of a terrace facing Victoria Street.
Vigorous detailing aided and abetted by merry contemporary graphics of the restaurant.
Rear courtyard is an oasis of delight in the parking lot.
Interesting spatial connections from the courtyard to the adjacent roof deck which overlooks it.
Values and significance
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Helps establish the scale and rhythm to the townscape at this end of
Victoria Street. (NMC/PHS declaration of 1 Victoria Street mentions that the terrace ‘lends character
to the nearby College Square’.)
Aesthetic: Forms an architectural unit with Nos 1 Victoria Street next door.
Historical pattern and Information potential: Drooge Rivier flows (underground) across the parking lot
immediately behind it.
Social history: Probably built by JM Beyers, a local developer and public benefactor (see Who’s Who).
Design and development indicators
• Maintain continuity of terrace – gables and intersecting roof planes.
• More oaks should be planted along this stretch of Victoria Street.
• There are opportunities to re-surface the Drooge Rivier at the rear as part of an urban design to
create a domestic-scaled, intimate public space behind this group of buildings (in which some
parking could possibly be accommodated). See also Drooge Rivier discussion p25.
Sources
SAHRA files of adjacent properties.
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers to 1875.
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3.7 BOHEMIA RESTAURANT
No 1 Victoria Street, 64-66 Andringa Street, erf 6485 or 5485
Provincial Heritage Site declaration names erf 6485 and includes the building southwards at 62
Andringa Street.

Victoria Street elevation
Description
19th century, single-storey L shaped corner building with early 20th century verandah. The facades
on each street are rather different. On Victoria Street it has a pitched corrugated-iron roof linked to the
adjacent roof on the east (No 3 Victoria), forming part of a terrace with similar detailing. Here it has a
central straight gable with a small window in it, decorated with bargeboards. On the stoep is a hippedend verandah with its own central gable which is supported on metal poles with cast iron brackets
(partially enclosed with a lattice). Here the building has a central door with plain fanlight and 4-pane
sash windows each side. Towards the corner of the street is a separate verandah roof that wraps
around the corner into Andringa Street. The corner of the building is mitred/ cut back at 45° and there
is a modern glazed door in it. In Andringa Street the verandah roof continues along the full façade. It
has hipped ends and is supported on metal poles with cast iron brackets. There are three units to the
Andringa façade, each with a central door and plain fanlight and with wide arch-headed windows each
side of each door. Small courtyard at rear.

Andringa Street elevation
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History
The Provincial Heritage Site declaration states that these buildings were originally erected in the early
19th century. However they do not appear on the 1859 map and must be later than that. The land had
been subdivided in 1860 and sold, with the erven north and east, to JM Beyers in 1876. There are
differences in the way this building and its neighbours are made which may indicate they were
erected piecemeal. Originally they were orientated only to Andringa Street: the Victoria Street façade
was introduced later. Judging from the great continuity with No 3 Victoria Street, which was put up
after 1905, they were probably “Victorianised” at that time. JM Beyers owned Erfurt House and this
cluster of houses were built for letting (see Who’s Who). Later social history not studied. Provincial
Heritage Site declaration 1979.
Essential character and qualities
Part of a Victorian terrace facing Victoria Street and wrapping round to continue down Andringa
Street.
Values and significance
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Helps establish the scale and rhythm to the townscape at this end of
Victoria Street and in Andringa Street. (PHS declaration mentions that as part of a terrace it ‘lends
character to the nearby College Square’.)
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Oak trees in Andringa a continuation of others that are declared
Provincial Heritage Sites.
Social history: Probably built by JM Beyers, a local developer and public benefactor (see Who’s Who).
Typicality: Typical “Victoriana”, it forms an important architectural unit with the housing eastwards in
Victoria and southwards in Andringa Streets.
Design and development indicators
• Protect and maintain. Maintain continuity of terrace – gables and intersecting roof planes.
• Scale, roof-planes and street-edge activity are design indicators for vacant sites in Andringa.
Sources
SAHRA files include notes and motivations by Prof F Smuts.
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Smuts ed 1979:218 re Beyers.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers to 1876.
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ANDRINGA STREET

4.0 Andringa Street composite
See detailed discussion page 78

4.1 Naked Truth Restaurant and Antiques
See detailed discussion page 81

4.2 No 58-60 Andringa Street
See detailed discussion page 83

4.3 Stadshuis Parking Lot
See detailed discussion page 85

4.4 Liquor Store
See detailed discussion page 89
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4.0 ANDRINGA STREET
Description
Narrow (13m wide) one-way street running northwards that links Plein Street and Stellenbosch village
with the University quarter and east-west access route Merriman Street. In this stretch it has brick
pavements with deep gutters both sides with a scattering of mixed trees – very old and senescent
oaks on the west and on the east there are some large oaks at each end, with young specimens
along the edge of the parking area which are planted along the building line (ie 1.5m further out from
the centre of the street than the older trees). In front of the building on the north corner are two palm
trees – unusual for Stellenbosch.
The entrance from Plein Street has the Town Hall east, with its urban place weakly defined by a
low wall. On the west is the side of Modern Movement Ackerman’s and a 2-storey building with
continuous upper balcony (Catwalk); between them runs the hidden course of the Millstream’s north
branch.
A line of generally 2 and 3 storey, characterless buildings lines the west side: chief among them is
Eikestad Centre which has an arcade through it and Beyers pedestrian mall at its north end, both
linking to Bird Street and the Braak.
On the east, the side of the Town Hall is set back behind a parking area above street level, edged
by a retaining wall. Beyond the ramped entrance to it, is a flamboyant single storey Liquor Store and
then a desert of parking. There was once 19th century fabric here which survives at the northern end
in three single storey buildings before Victoria Street is reached. On the opposite side, after Beyers
Mall are more undistinguished modern buildings: a 4 storey block of flats with shops on the ground
floor provides some animation, but the double storey next door is the start of a row of offensively
bland warehouse-type buildings. A pedestrian route opposite Victoria Street passes between these
buildings, with the route of the Drooge River down one side. Beyond Victoria Street on the east is the
University’s College Square which is surrounded by a fence with notable corner pillars and the HB
Thom theatre.
Notable features and buildings (national monuments, now provincial heritage sites are marked in
bold type; those on or facing Stadshuis urban block as indicated) include, on the west, Ackerman’s,
the route of the millstream northern branch, Catwalk building, Beyers pedestrian mall, and the route of
the Drooge Rivier. Notable buildings on the east are the Town Hall, Liquor Store, the cluster of
buildings near Victoria Street (no 60, No 62 and No 66 Andringa Street), and College Square corner
pillar.

Looking north up Andringa from Plein St

Looking south down Andringa from Victoria St

West: Eikestad south and central section
History
Andringa Street was made in 1811 when the grid of the village was extended northwards across the
two farms which lay there. The 1762 homestead of one of the farms (later the Wesleyan Parsonage,
on the site of the Town Hall) consequently lay at an angle to the new street. At the Plein Street end,
the north branch of the Millstream was bridged over. Further up Andringa Street a new homestead
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was built in 1814 (on the site of Eikestad Mall). This was the Briers homestead which is demolished
but has been “recreated” at the Pretoria Open-Air Museum.
By 1859 there was still only modest development along Andringa, though Victoria Street had been
linked into it. On the west side near Plein Street there were buildings both sides of the Millstream’s
north branch. Much further up the street, beyond the Briers house, there were a couple of buildings on
this side – perhaps still largely rural in function. At just about this time urban fabric started creeping up
the east side of Andringa Street in the form of a terrace (incorporated in the Liquor Store).
Over the rest of the century both sides of the street became lined with buildings. There was also
urban densification, particularly on the east side: gaps between buildings were filled in, the ones at
the corner of Plein Street were raised to two storeys (one survives as the Catwalk) and buildings were
converted from storage to retail use. The Briers house, for example, was given a shopfront under its
gable. Newly-made Beyers Street linked the centre of Andringa with Bird Street and the Braak.
Following the founding of Victoria College (in 1866 but separated from schooling in 1880) the
Victoria Street end developed as lettable housing suitable for boarding use, especially after the Ou
Hoofgebou opened in 1886. Terraced villas were built on the corner of Victoria and Andringa Streets
and they reached down that road to meet the urban ribbon advancing northward. Additions and
alterations were constantly being made. At the south end of Andringa, for example, the Liquor store
was virtually rebuilt from its late Georgian character to the extravagant Edwardian building seen
today.
There were major changes to the character of Plein Street in the early 1940s. The Town Hall and
Library (freestanding public buildings) replaced the gabled Parsonage in its secluded garden and a
Modern Movement block (Ackerman’s) was built on the other side of Andringa.
The later 20th century was unkind to Andringa Street. In 1976 very many of the buildings behind the
Town Hall were razed, including much of the urban ribbon along Andringa Street’s east side, and
replaced with parking. Soon after, the west side was razed and Eikestad Mall built. This terrifyingly
banal building did, however, redynamize the area’s shopping vigour, and two pedestrian links were
made to Bird Street - one of them through the building itself and the other by closing Beyers Street to
vehicles.

1770

1817

1859

1905

2000

Essential character and qualities
A narrow village street with its scale and character seriously damaged; most of it has the character of
a utilitarian “back street”, despite pedestrian activity.
Bleak urban environment: a desert of parking on the east and a mind-numbingly dreary (and rather
grubby) chain of buildings along the west.
Lots of activity at Eikestad Mall.

79

Disconnected fragments of worthy fabric: Catwalk building near the Plein Street end, the Edwardian
Liquor Store, and the chain of three buildings near Victoria Street are a surviving reminder of the
intimate scale and character of the historical street..
The entry from Plein Street is dissolute. It is firmly held on the west side by the Catwalk building and
side of Ackerman’s. On the east though, the side of the Town Hall does not address the street, has
uneasy changes of level and is devoted to parking. Some large oak trees here are notable, but the
cypress on the corner obscures views of the Town Hall.
Brick pavements and crossings.
Values and significance
As an extension of one of the streets forming the original Stellenbosch village grid, this part of
Andringa Street has historical and social significance. Remaining historical buildings were once part
of a significant and coherent streetscape of which only remnants survive. Sizeable old oaks at the
southern end are part of the notable street trees of the historical core.
Design and development indicators
• Andringa Street is begging for streetscape restoration, which we believe would also lead to
revitalisation in this part of town.
• The stretch between the Liquor Store and the terrace near Victoria Street should be designed to
have the unmistakable qualities of Stellenbosch village streets even though the buildings will be
modern – relatively narrow, lined with oak trees, with a pavement, verandahs defining
intermediary space as elsewhere in the terrace to which they link, and the reconstruction of an
active-fronted “urban wall” of buildings to contain the street as an urban space.
• These buildings should be on the building line of the surviving Liquor Store and terraces at each
end of the “gap” and should be carefully scaled in relation to the surviving historical fabric. They
may well be taller, up to 3 storeys, but should not overwhelm the fine-grained old buildings.
• They should be a chain of distinct buildings, not a homogenised extrusion. Preferably this should
be achieved, not by architectural contortions, but by offering them on 99 year leases as separate
erven.
• Oak trees should be planted all along the street and the young specimens presently set back
should be moved forward to the traditional alignment.
• Though the aim is to establish Andringa as an urban street space (and not to draw attention to
Eikestad Mall), it is possible that an urban square could be made on Andringa Street, possibly
relating either to the entrance to Eikestad Mall or Beyers Street. Such a space should be defined
by a wall of buildings, which would need to “turn the corners” from the street to the space, and
should be carefully scaled in relation to the intimate scale of Andringa Street.
• We have recommended elsewhere that the use of Andringa Street to access parking on the
Stadhuis site should be discouraged as far as possible. The street has a “village” scale, is muchused by pedestrians and is presently overwhelmed by traffic.
• While not advocating pedestrianisation, the street should be designed as a pedestrian-priority
space. Traffic calming devices such as a noisy road surface (e.g. cobbles), more frequent raised,
paved pedestrian crossings and rumble strips could be considered.
• Goods deliveries to shops on the western side of the street are a serious disturbance and
contribute to the current degradation of the street. A solution should be urgently sought.
• Screening of the side of the Town Hall is desirable. Planting a hedge in the existing flowerbed
behind the retaining wall is one (quick, easy and cheap) option. A building in this position is
another; if it housed a municipal service accessed by the public (e.g. the clinic presently
occupying the terraced house on Victoria Street) it could help to animate and revitalise the lower
end of Andringa Street (see also Town Hall p26).
Sources
Smuts ed 1979:94, 172 re Andringa extension, Town Planning, Hertzog as surveyor.
Smuts ed 1979:361 biography of Van Andringa.
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers to 1886.
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4.1 NAKED TRUTH RESTAURANT AND ANTIQUES
62 Andringa Street, erf 6583
Provincial Heritage Site declaration names erf 6485 and includes the buildings northwards (No 64-66
Andringa Street and No 1 Victoria Street).

Description
Late 19th/early 20th century, single storey building forming a terrace with southern neighbour and
separated by a narrow lane from northern neighbour. It has pitched corrugated-iron roof with straight
end-gables. There is no central gable to the street but three gables at the rear (poss recent). Façade
is 3 bay with a 4th bay garage on south, all under a continuous roof with 5 attic ventilators. There is a
corrugated-iron roofed verandah across the 3-bay portion of the façade which has hipped ends and a
little central gable. It is supported on timber posts with decorative bracing (modern timber balustrade)
somewhat similar to neighbouring buildings northwards. The 3-bay portion has a central double door
with plain fanlight and 4-pane sash windows each side. The attic windows are aligned with the 3 bays.
Southwards down Andringa Street is a further bay which has an arched-head garage door and two
attic windows above. There is an oak tree outside and planting along the stoep. At the rear, part of the
courtyard has been built over with an open-air terrace at first floor, reached from a café garden behind
No 3 Victoria Street (also part of the Naked Truth Restaurant).

Terrace above rear extension.
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History
The PHS declaration states that these buildings were originally erected in the early 19th century.
However they do not appear on the 1859 map and must be later than that. The land had been
subdivided in 1860 and sold, with the erven north and east, to JM Beyers in 1876. There are
differences in the way this building and its neighbours are made which may indicate they were
erected piecemeal; they were certainly altered later. JM Beyers owned Erfurt House and this cluster of
houses were built for letting (see Who’s Who). Later social history not studied. Provincial Heritage Site
declaration 1979.
Essential character and qualities
Part of a terrace facing Andringa Street.
Rear roof deck has views of Jonkershoek/Stellenberge, connects interestingly with courtyards of the
other part of the Naked Truth restaurant at 3 Victoria Street.
Values and significance
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Helps establish the scale and rhythm to the townscape at this end of
Andringa Street. (PHS declaration mentions that it ‘lends character to the nearby College Square’.)
Typicality: Typical Victoriana that forms an important architectural unit with 64-66 and 60 Andringa
Street.
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Oak trees in Andringa a continuation of others that are declared
Provincial Heritage Sites.
Historical pattern and Information potential: Drooge Rivier flows (underground) on its southern
boundary.
Social history: Probably built by JM Beyers, a local developer and public benefactor (see Who’s Who).
Design and development indicators
• Maintain continuity of terrace.
• Conserve and maintain building.
Sources
SAHRA files include notes and motivations by Prof F Smuts.
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Smuts ed 1979:218 re Beyers.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers to 1876.
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4.2 NO 58-60 ANDRINGA STREET
No 58-60 Andringa Street, erf 1978

Description
High, barn-like semi-detached building with large central gable without an opening. Corrugated iron,
pitched roof with straight end-gables is higher than neighbouring terrace northwards. The front façade
has two 3-bay sections separated by a low projecting stoep wall. Each 3-bay has a central double
door with large 2-pane fanlight over with a curved head and elegant curved plaster moulding. Each
side of the door are 4-paned sash windows with similar curved heads and plaster mouldings. Aligning
with the two end bays each end are 3-pane attic windows with curved heads. There are 4-pane flat
headed windows and attic windows at the rear where, centrally, there is a flat-roofed projecting wing
which has a variety of doors and flat-headed sash windows with internal shutters. There is a low
plastered wall around the rear garden which may incorporate older fabric.

Rear
History
The land had been subdivided in 1860 and sold, with the properties northwards up Andringa, to JM
Beyers in 1876. There are slight differences in the way this building and its neighbours are made
which may indicate they were erected piecemeal. There were probably opening/s in the gable which
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now has modern airbricks. JM Beyers owned other properties in this area and may have been a local
developer (see Who’s Who). Later social history not studied. Now owned by Stellenbosch
Municipality, it houses Departmental offices.
Essential character and qualities
Part of a terrace facing Andringa Street.
Has a larger scale than its neighbours northward and the absence of a verandah roof lends force to
the attic windows, giving it a barn-like appearance. The blank gable gives it a bare look, at odds with
the delicate mouldings round the well-proportioned windows and doors.
Values and significance
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Forms an important architectural continuity with the buildings
northwards.
Aesthetic: Helps establish the scale and rhythm to the townscape at this end of Andringa Street.
Buildings southwards, which were similar to this one, have been demolished: clues to their
appropriate replacement may be found in this terrace.
Social history: Probably built by JM Beyers, a local developer and public benefactor.
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Oak trees in Andringa a continuation of others that are declared
Provincial Heritage Sites.
Historical pattern and Information potential: Drooge Rivier flows (underground) on its northern
boundary and possibly under the building itself.
Design and development indicators
• Conserve the building and continuity of terrace.
• Investigation of the gable may reveal evidence of an opening; an appropriate window here could
improve the appearance of the building and, with the possible addition of roof lights at the rear,
enable use of the attic.
• Municipal functions presently in this building would more appropriately be accommodated in a
consolidated Civic precinct on the south of the block. This building could then be made available
for commercial use preferably of a type that would support the lively little café precinct formed by
the terraces.
• Scale, roof-planes and street-edge activity are design indicators for vacant sites in Andringa.
• Missing oaks in the existing line should be replaced.
Sources
SAHRA files of adjacent properties.
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Smuts ed 1979:218 re Beyers.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers to 1876.
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4.3 PARKING LOT
32-56 Andringa Street and the central part of the urban block. Mainly erf 1968 plus 1977, 1979 and
6402 in the north west corner (another erf there not numbered). Access from Victoria Street erf 1958
studied separately, see p69. The access area from Ryneveld Lawns is studied separately, see p51.

View looking north west with Andringa Street left, utility building centre (housing electrical equipment
and office), rear of Victoria Street buildings top right.
Description
The centre of the site is flat (imperceptible slope northwards) with a tarmac surface (great quantities of
yellow paint demarcate main routes). Parking lots are arranged in bays with trees (planted 1976 and
later) along islands between each row. Underground across the northern part runs the Drooge Rivier.
There is a freestanding single storey utility block (several sections to it: main part houses electrical
equipment, has a pitched roof with projecting bargeboard gables, facebrick to door height, plaster
above, metal windows, louvred ventilation doors; office section has a lower pitched roof, is entirely
plastered but has similar windows).
The edges of the parking area have the rear elevations of a variety of buildings facing them,
described below working clockwise from the back of the Stadshuis complex.
Along the south boundary is the
Stadshuis Rear Courtyard (high
plastered wall with simple
horizontal moulding
continuously at head height
which is also the side of a utility
building), the entry to Stadshuis
Rear Courtyard (vertical
member steel gates with razor
wire above; the raking side of another Courtyard utility building). Next in line is the rear of the Town
Hall which has a very high stage flytower with a single storey building attached at ground level (flat
roof, simple horizontal moulding continuously below parapet, 4 timber louvred double doors on front, 1
on each side). Next there is an access lane and then the side of the Liquor Store (single storey, raking
parapet, steps inward towards the rear).

Left: Entry to Stadshuis rear courtyard. Right: rear of flytower, s/s projection, side of Liquor Store
The west boundary runs along Andringa Street. This was formerly a row of mainly single storey
shops, stores and dwellings that ran between the Liquor Store and 60 Andringa Street higher up the
street. There are young oak trees along the street and an exit from the parking lot at the north end. A
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flower seller in a timber framed hut adds colour to the bleak environment. There are two small flatroofed structures which are the entry to underground toilets.

View looking south west with Town Hall flytower towards the right and Andringa Street on the right.

Flower seller

Public lavatories entrances

The north boundary has two parts, divided in the middle by the access route from Victoria Street. In
the north west corner the parking extends into the rear quarters of the Victorian buildings on the
corner of Victoria and Andringa Streets. First there is the side and rear of no 60 Andringa Street (p83),
a T shaped single storey with high loft which has a waist height plastered wall with capping along side
and rear. Next is the rear of No 3 Victoria Street (p73) a 2,5 high plastered brick wall with arched entry
(double battened doors) which leads to a restaurant courtyard. Next is the rear of No 5-7 Victoria
Street (p71) a somewhat irregular 1,5 high plastered brick wall with a vehicle gate in it.

Side and rear of No 60 Andringa Street

Rears of No 3 and no 5-7 Victoria Street

Next there is the parking lot entry from Victoria Street (studied separately p69). Continuing along the
north boundary after the parking lot access route: on the corner is the rear building of Crozier House
called Lutz (p66), a post-modern 3 storey building. It has a waist height boundary wall along the side
elevation to the access route. Its rear elevation is right on the pavement where it has a central portico
which is a chief entrance. No vehicular access from this side. Next is the rear building of Bergville
(p64), a modern three storey building set back from the line of Lutz, which has a 1,8m fence along the
boundary (steel vertical rails, arrow heads). Pedestrian double gate central but no vehicular access.

Parking lot entry from Victoria Street

Lutz Building (rear of Crozier House), right is rear of Bergville
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Turning down the east boundary, there is the rear of the Bible School, a modern two storey building
with tarmac pavement and garage (p55). It has a pedestrian slipway into the rear of Sentraal Kerk
(p62). Next there is the rear of Erfurt house. This steps forward from the Bible School and has a
garage on the corner and large established trees in a parking area behind the house (p53).

Rear of Bible School

Erfurt House outbuilding

Next there is the access road from Ryneveld Street and then the Ryneveld Lawns. Along the south
edge of these is the side of Neethling House.

Ryneveld Lawns from parking lot

1859

Side of Neethling House, parking in distance

1905

2000

History
Diagonally across the upper part of the site runs the course of the Drooge Rivier. The area owed its
origins to an 1683 farm that it irrigated – see p7 for the sweep of history across the urban block. The
area was almost entirely agricultural – first farmland, later the back gardens of surrounding properties.
Archaeological evidence of the Drooge Rivier system, farming activities and boundary walls probably
survives under ground. Along Andringa Street on the western boundary there was a ribbon of urban
development that started at the Liquor Store about 1859 and had reached Victoria Street by 1905.
Pictures of it during its growth are seen in panoramas of 1880, 1905 and later. The Liquor Store (p89)
(radically altered in 1901) survives at one end, and at the northern end the buildings 60-66 Andringa
Street (p75, p81, p83) also survive. They narrowly avoided being demolished along with the rest in
1976 when the parking lot was made. Archaeological evidence of foundations and residue of rubbish
heaps undoubtedly exists under ground.
Essential character and qualities
A seemingly bare parking lot conceals the course of a river important to the evolution of Stellenbosch
and the remnants of line of buildings along Andringa.
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Values and significance
Development opportunity.
Notable trees on boundaries, young mature trees in the middle.
Lost heritage of the Andringa Street line of buildings.
Lost course of the Drooge Rivier.
Archaeological potential.
Design and development indicators
• Several buildings gain access from the parking lot including a restaurant courtyard, the Health
Clinic, the chief entrance to Lutz Building and a garage behind the Bible School.
• The buildings along the north and east boundaries are all of a scale that needs to be recognized
in new development abutting them. Erfurt House’s back garden and outbuilding projects into the
site. There may be opportunities for small parking courts related to these buildings.
• The south east side of the site behind the town hall could accommodate larger-scale buildings;
the fly tower in particular requires to be screened.
• Design inspiration of the lost urban ribbon along Andringa Street. Development along Andringa
Street should restore the “urban wall” enclosing the street space, and should be sympathetic in
scale and fine grain to the remnants that remain.
• There are several notable trees, especially those by the Victoria Street access route, behind
Erfurt House and along the Ryneveld Lawns. There are many young mature trees on the parking
islands between parking bays – some of them may date from 1976. Smaller ones have the
potential to be relocated.
• Oak trees in Andringa need densification; some are set back from the road and should be aligned
to match those elsewhere.
• Relationship to Drooge Rivier route (see discussion p25). Opportunity to resurface and
incorporate into the urban design as a positive feature, which could be in the form of a modern
design interpretation (subject to archaeology).
• See also development indicators for the urban block (p14).
Sources
Historical panoramas in Smuts ed 1979:97-99.
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers.
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4.4 VAN DER STEL LIQUOR STORE
26-30 Andringa Street, erf 1967

Description
Flat-roofed, single storey shop with extravagant plaster detailing and syncopated rhythms. There are
three shops with early 20th century shopfronts (turned timber framing, large plate-glass sheets), each
with a recessed door to the shop. Between the two south-most shops is a panelled double door with
half-circle fanlight, set in a plain plaster surround. Across the full width is a green-tiled plinth and the
stoep is covered with a corrugated iron verandah supported on cast-iron pillars and with cast iron
brackets and frieze that returns at the ends of the stoep. There is a continuous cornice along the front
façade. The parapet above is made with a closed-back balustrade interrupted by four small gables
(irregularly placed to line up with the openings below). The gables are crowned by broken pediments
from which arise tall urns, and three fatter urns are at the corners irregularly along the balustrade. The
sides of the building are plain, with a sloping parapet. Rear not inspected. Interiors of interest, not
inspected.

1859

1905

2000

History
The Hager map shows a terrace of buildings along Andringa Street in 1859 though the land
subdivision was not transferred until 1860 when the strip along Andringa Street was cut up into ten
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plots. This one and the two northwards were bought by JW Copenhagen who presumably built the
original terrace seen on the map. It passed to Paul Johannes von Backstrom, a wine merchant in
1891 – there is a photograph of the building at this time. His widow sold it to DF Bosman and GT
Powis in 1899 and they are believed to have rebuilt it in its present form soon after. The Liquor store
came into the ownership of R Santhangens in 1940 and passed to John Dwyer and Son in 1966, and
thence to Johannes Bloem Kruger. It was declared a National Monument (Provincial Heritage Site) in
1986.

Late 19th century photograph of Backstrom Wine Merchant, Andringa Street (Smuts ed 1979:212)
Essential character and qualities
Makes you want to shout out with joy! Exuberant!
A landmark in a sea of parking.
Values and significance
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Site and building a Provincial Heritage Site, declared 1986.
Historical pattern and aesthetic: Oak trees in Andringa a continuation of others that are declared
Provincial Heritage Sites.
Typicality: Typical period building of architectural merit.
Rarity: Surviving shopfronts rare.
Design and development indicators
• Protect and enhance.
• Any proposed neighbouring buildings should be attached or closely spaced and should be of
similar fine scale and grain. The verandah offers design clues for streetscape patterns.
Sources
Smuts ed 1979:86-101 shows Hertzog, Fransen’s summary maps.
Van der Bijl 1963:37a has erven transfers to 1886.
SAHRA files.
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WHO’S WHO
Andringa
See Van Andringa
Beyers, Johan (Jan) Marthinus
Stellenbosch farmer, building developer and public benefactor who acquired many parts of the
Stadshuis Urban Block between 1860 and 1875. He came from a well-connected family (his
grandfather owned De Uitkijk, his grandmother was a Melck) and owned the farm Nooitgedacht on the
Koelenhof road. After the great fire ravaged the buildings on Plein Street in 1875 he bought the
property on the corner of Plein and Ryneveld which housed a private school. There he erected a
double storey building and let it to the trustees of the newly established Girls Public School – he sold
to them in 1881. His son had taken over Nooitgedacht farm in 1876 and Beyers retired to a new
mansion he built for himself in Ryneveld Street which he called Erfurt House after his grandfather’s
birthplace. A Director of the Stellenbosch District Bank from 1882, he bought the four erven on the
corner of Victoria and Andringa Streets where lettable housing units were built towards the end of the
century – he was probably the developer. He died in 1910, and his widow Anna C Beyers died the
next year. (Property transfers, De Villiers and Pama 1981:53, Fransen and Cook 1980:148, Meiring
and van Huyssteen 1993:23, Smuts ed 1979:218, Van der Bijl 1963:37a, 38, 38a, Vos and
Heydenrych 1994:25-6, 32, 34). See Stadshuis Block 1.7, 3.2, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 4.1, 4.2.
Briers, Petrus Franciscus Melchior
A surgeon from Hasselt, he acquired the
house in Plein Street later known as the
Wesleyan Parsonage in 1775. The
house was drawn by Schumacher in
1776 (left) and, as it was T shaped by
the time he sold, Briers was possibly the
author of the florid gable (right). He
subdivided and sold the property in 1811
at the time Andringa and Ryneveld
Streets were extended across the farm.
His later farms have not been
established but in 1824 he won a trophy for the excellence of his wine. He married Clara Susanna
Groenewald in 1775 and had 3 children 1775-79. (Van der Bijl 1963:36a-37a, Vos et al 1994:6-9, De
Villiers and Pama 1981:222-3, Smuts 1979:108, 194). See Stadshuis block 4.2 et seq.
Crozier, Robert James
Little is known about this man but there are
commemorative windows at St Mary’s on the Braak
to him and his wife. F Smuts suggests that he was
possibly a magistrate. He built Crozier House in
Victoria Street, probably in 1885. It certainly is a
remarkable building which may say quite a lot about
his personality – the astonishing double height
central feature is very assertive and individualistic!
Possibly related to PJ Crozier who in 1857 was
among those who lobbied for the Theological
Seminary. There is a Crozier Street near the house
which shows on the 1859 map. He died in 1913.
(Property transfers, Meiring et al 1993:32, Smuts ed
1979:94, 321). See Stadshuis Block 3.3
Elsworth, Lancelot Andrew
Architect, with his partner Walgate (qv), of Stellenbosch Town Hall. He was born in Alexandria in
Egypt in 1891 and educated in Britain. He studied at the Royal Academy Architectural School and in
April 1914 helped in E Lutyens's office on the drawings of New Delhi. Elsworth joined the army during
the First World War (captain) and after it came to South Africa. In 1921 he entered into partnership
with CP Walgate, who had also worked with Lutyens and Baker in New Delhi. They had many
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prestigious commissions, taking over some of Solomon’s and Baker’s work. Architects for Diocesan
College at Rondebosch, they also won a competition for the Bloemfontein War Memorial, and drew up
plans for the restoration of several Stellenbosch buildings - Grosvenor House and Rustenberg among
others. Their design for Stellenbosch Town Hall won the Cape Institute of Architects Bronze Medal in
1941. Elsworth’s own home c1933 in an English counties style was praised by Rex Martienssen
(proselytiser of the Modern Movement in SA) for its simple vernacular approach. Elsworth was killed
in a car accident in Cape Town in 1971. (SAHRA data base). See Stadshuis Block 1.1-1.4.
Fick, Anthonie
Acquired Callebasse Kraal in 1732, a farm that stretched across the Stadshuis Block, and was
granted land as far as Plein Street in 1750. He was from Lichtenberg and married Maria van der
Schelde (10 children 1714-37). After his death the farm/s passed in 1758 to his son Bernhardus (qv).
(Van der Bijl 1963:36a, Vos et al 1994:6, De Villiers and Pama 1981:222-3).
Fick, Berhardus
Acquired the main part of the Stadhuis Block from his late
father in 1758 and built a house in 1762 (progressively
enhanced over time and later known as the Wesleyan
Parsonage). They were great builders, the Ficks. One of his
sons built the Burgher Wachthuis on the Braak, another had a
hand in Assegaaibosch. He was born in 1725, son of Anthonie
Fick (qv). He married Christina Keyser in 1751 (7 children
1752-64). He sold the property in 1770. (Van der Bijl 1963:36a,
Vos et al 1994:6, De Villiers and Pama 1981:222-3). See
Stadshuis block 4.2 et seq.
Free Blacks and Slaves
Plein Street was a smorgasbord of burghers
and free blacks, of white and coloured people
before commercial and civic development
changed its character. In the neighbourhood,
Group Areas introduced under Apartheid
removed coloured people from the area. This
was so effectively carried out that it is
impossible to know that coloured people once
lived in town. To the north, the area along
Merriman is described as the “District Six” of
Stellenbosch, but that sort of mixed
community extended southwards, across Plein Street and down Mill Lane. There was a slave school
at the Bletterman outbuilding in Plein Street from 1823-1841 and the Wesleyan Mission built a school
for slaves and Free Black children next to its Parsonage in 1840 (photo above). There were many hire
houses in the vicinity, for example behind houses in Plein Street like Eikenhof (Municipal Offices) and
Oude Bloemhof (Absa). Some were rented by white people and some by Free Blacks who are
frequently seen in paintings and photographs later in the century. A glimpse of some who lived on the
Stadshuis block emerges from data about the 1875 fire. The hire houses behind Eikenhof were let to
coloured people, where an old woman died; another coloured woman was burnt to death when she
attempted to save some of her belongings; another when she tried to save those of her mistress Mrs
Morkel who lived at De Witt House. It is striking that there is no spatial remnant of this rich social
history on the Stadshuis Block, nor except for the Bletterman House outbuilding, anywhere in the
neighbourhood. Worthy of further thought and study. (Vos et al 1994:23, Smuts ed 1979:324).
Cape Town Municipality commissioned a study of slave routes in Cape Town in 2001. Because there
is seldom evidence of this “lost history”, the study suggested that paving slabs should be laid at points
of slave significance throughout the town – sometimes at places with an evident building, sometimes
where there is no remaining sign, or where the place has symbolic meaning. A similar initiative is
under way in Germany, where homes of Jewish victims of the Holocaust are remembered by
“stolpersteine” – raised brass inserts in the pavement with names and dates. If a slave route initiative
were applied in Stellenbosch, obvious sites for paving slabs would be the Wesleyan slave school,
Eikenhof (the Municipal Office forecourt) and De Witt House – there are numerous places throughout
Stellenbosch of significance. It would be effective to use the same motif as Cape Town, with the
thought that other places in South Africa (such as the Jonkershoek Valley) would carry on the
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“branding”. Worthy of further study. (Pers comm Melanie Atwell, Antonia Malan, National Geographic
June 2004).
Free Burghers
Many notable citizens owned or lived in properties on the Stadshuis Block. Some worthy of special
mention are included as separate entries.
Others were Abraham B Pyl (wagonmaker), Jan Geel, Jan Margara, Jan F Fols, Hans J
Conterman (he owned a great many properties, often for short periods) , Andries C van Tonderen (14
years), Jan Botma (owned very many Stellenbosch properties), Steven Winterhof, Class Wolf, Adam
Kayser, Abraham Kraaywinkel.
In the British period, owners of the Town Hall site (Wesleyan Parsonage) included Elizabeth C
Louw, John Martinson (12 years), Nicolas H Sertyn, N von Willigh. Owners of Eikenhof (Municipal
Offices and most of the parking area behind) included JW Hauptfleisch (14 years, insolvent after the
wine crash), Johanna J Cornelissen, Elizabeth vd Byl, Jan Roux Pietersen, Magdelena M de Villiers,
Charles E Marais, Thomas Harris, David P de Waal (18 years till it was subdivided in 1860), Agatha E
de Villiers, Johanna M de Villiers, TP Roux. Owners of the Andringa-Victoria frontage from 1860
included JW Coppenhagen, P Marais, Wilhelmina HM van Niekerk, JGF Holm, AFM Immerman, J
Weber, CW Hendrikse, AJL van Sittert, DRA Cloete (who also owned Rozenhof next door).
Owners of Rozenhof (Municipal Library) included Dirk Cloete (19 years – he also owned Alphen,
Schoongezicht, etc), Anna E van der Byl (his widow).
Owners of De Witt house, Oude Bloemhof and properties in between (Absa) included Jan M
Morel, Pieter Cats, Elizabeth S Bosman, ME Hendriks, Anna E Cloete, Jac PS van Eyk, Carel F
Juritz, Jacobus G Fischer, KN van Breda, JC Gie, Carel, Joseph Day, PW de Vos, JD Krige, AJ de
Klerk, Aletta S Veltbron, MCA Neethling, Jephta AP Gabrielse, Hendrik Vos, Pieter JF Korsten, John
A Saunders, JCN Marais, Stephanus Malan, PAM Brink, William Low. (Van der Bijl 1963:35-38).
Hertzog, Willem Frederik
Town Surveyor who in 1814 gave shape to the northern part of Stellenbosch - under his direction
several of the old streets were projected and straightened out. Drew the remarkably accurate and
beautiful map of the town in 1817. F Smuts writes, “In 1810 … the Governor expressed a wish that a
plan of [Stellenbosch] be drawn up, and that each street be given a name, and each house a number.
… Louis Thibault, who was Government Surveyor, was requested to undertake the task [but] he never
put in an appearance to do the work. In the meantime there was a huge backlog of surveyor’s work …
In 1813 Landdrost Van Andringa noticed … that the young WF Hertzog (21 years old) had been
sworn in as a surveyor, and … was invited to come to Stellenbosch. … Apart from surveying farms,
he also worked in the village and … mapped out the extension of Ryneveld Street … and in 1814 it
was probably completed …” Fransen writes, “He had been a private pupil of no one less than Anton
Anreith, and later taught at Anreith’s Technical Institute – South Africa’s first art school. Hertzog
became surveyor for the Stellenbosch district in 1813, and in 1817 was instructed … to map the entire
village. In 1828 he was appointed Assistant Surveyor-General of the Cape Colony.” Willem Frederik
Hertzog was born in 1792, the son of the great-grandfather of General Hertzog. He married Susanna
Hiddingh in 1835 (4 children 1837-41) and died in 1888 at Newlands House. (De Villiers and Pama
1981, Smuts ed 1979:88, 172).
Joubert, Lucy
First Afrikaans-speaking head teacher of Bloemhof from 1897-1922, she presided at a time when
Afrikaans was being formalised as a distinct language. Bloemhof blossomed during her sway – many
new buildings were erected (including Neethling House student residence and Bloemhof Teaching
Block now Sasol Art Gallery), and pupil numbers grew to 450 (175 of them boarders) by the time she
retired. She was a great gardener and planted the rear of Bloemhof with guavas, plums and peaches
– as well as a yellowwood tree, chopped down in 1992. (Smuts ed 1979:360, Vos et al 1994:28-30).
See Stadshuis Block 1.7.
McLachlan, Humphrey
Energetic and highly trained Scot who was the village schoolmaster. He and his wife (qv) lived next to
the Skuinshuis in 1841 and owned Oude Bloemhof thatched house from 1844-1872. He gave lessons
at the Ou Leeskamer in Dorp Street and later at the Bletterman House outbuilding on Plein Street
from 1841 to 1865. He retired in 1866 and died a few months later, aged 54. (Vos et al 1994:18). See
Stadshuis Block 1.7.
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McLachlan, Mrs
Like her husband, the village schoolmaster, she was an energetic Scot. She was giving lessons to
young girls from their home Oude Bloemhof as early as 1860 and after her husband’s death in 1866
she undertook this full time. Known as “Ou Miesies”, she was a dignified woman (quick on her feet
when need be) with white hair and a white kappie. A pupil remembered that she had “’n vinnige tong
en ‘n tere hart” - a quick tongue but a just heart. She sold two parts of the site (but not the house) in
1872. By 1874 her heath had declined and there was talk of closing the school, prompting publicly
minded citizens to lobby for a new school there. Before this could happen, Oude Bloemhof was ruined
in the 1875 fire. She lost virtually everything. She sold the house to JM Beyers (qv) and continued
teaching and taking in boarders from rented accommodation in the town. The new school flourished
and her daughter taught there but Mrs McLachlin seems to have retired at this time. (Vos et al 18-24).
See Stadshuis Block 1.7.
Mancadan, Sybrand
Sick comforter, Church Reader and first teacher in Stellenbosch who cast “a bit of a shadow over the
beginnings of education in Stellenbosch”. Appointed in 1683, he soon scandalised the village by his
“debauches”, “gross misdemeanours” and by publicly living with Anna (or Maria) Catharina van
Swaanswyk without being married to her. This irregular lifestyle was corrected by summary wedlock
in front of the Governor (which Smuts calls “a 17th century Cape version of the shotgun marriage!”.)
But he is said to have been a sound teacher and “a capable man”. He was university-educated and
became Secretary to the Landdrost and Heemraden in 1686. In 1687 he acquired (and was
regranted) much of the land that stretched across the Stadshuis Block, called Callebasse Kraal. He
died c1695. His wife remarried and when she died in 1698 she had 150 sheep and 5 cows on
Callebasse Kraal as well as a house and domestic garden. (Smuts ed 1979: 63, 151, 146, 248, 291-2,
356-7, 392, Van der Bijl 1963:36a, Vos et al 1994:4).
Neethling, ds Johannes H
Minister of the Stellenbosch DR Church who, with Prof NJ Hofmeyr and John Murray, was the moving
spirit behind the foundation of the Bloemhof Girl’s School. After the 1875 fire ruined Oude Bloemhof,
Neethling took the pupils into the Pastorie as boarders. He lobbied the Cape education department for
state-funded school premises and at the same time persuaded a Stellenbosch farmer and business
man, JM Beyers (qv), to buy Oude Bloemhof and erect a double storey there. The 1908 student
residence in Ryneveld Street is named after him. (Vos et al 1994:26). See Stadshuis Block 1.7, 2.1.
Orlandini, Felix
Owned the Oude Bloemhof thatched house 1840-44. An Italian baker of repute. He let the house to
Mrs Pries (qv). (Vos et al 194:15). See Stadshuis Block 1.7.
Potgieter, Harmen Jansz
A smith who was granted land stretching across the Stadhuis block (Callebasse Kraal) in 1683 and
sold it before 1687. It was a portion of a much larger farm. Besides being a battery sergeant-major of
the local artillery, he was also one of the Heemraden. He was born in Westphalia in 1635 and married
Isabella Fredericks (widow Vechtman) in 1672. They had 7 children 1674-93. (Van der Bijl 1963:36a,
Vos et al 1994:4, De Villiers and Pama 1981:717-723, Smuts ed 1979:350-1).
Preis, Mrs
English woman who lived at Oude Bloemhof thatched house in 1841, when Petronella Camijn
included her among the characters in a set of rhymes. “Mrs J Preis woont hoog en droog, En heft op
bosch en beminde ‘t oog” – Oude Bloemhof seems to have had a high stoep above the millstream.
(Vos et al 1994:15). See Stadshuis Block 1.7.
Ryneveld see Van Ryneveld
Scheepers, Johannes Daniel
Owned the Bergville erf in Victoria Street till his death in 1894 and probably built the semi-detached
double storey there in the 1880s. (SAHRA file). See Stadshuis Block 3.2.
Van Andringa
Stellenbosch Heemkring write, “Van Andringa came to the Cape in 1785 as a lieutenant in the militia,
but being of a restless nature he returned to the Netherlands that same year. In 1803, however, he
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came to the Cape once again to become a member of the board of trustees and later its secretary. In
1812 he became Landdrost of Stellenbosch, where he strove to administer justice to all. He died after
two years in this office. He was a hot-tempered man, but his loyalty and fair-mindedness earned him
the respect of all who knew him.” (Smuts ed 1979:361).
Van Ryneveld, Daniel Johannes
Born 1787, died 1812, he was Landdrost of Stellenbosch for 53 years from 1814 when he was 27.
Stellenbosch Heemkring write, “He was an energetic, intelligent lawyer who … in 1800 and 1812
acted as a youthful secretary to the circuit court, of which his father was the chief justice. One
daughter was born of his marriage to Magdalena de Wet. … Generally known and loved, the amiable
Landdrost was known to all as ‘Daantjie’”. (Smuts ed 1979:361, de Villiers and Pama 1981:827).
Von Backstrom, Paul Johannes
Owned a liquor store in Andringa Street in the 1890s - he
may be among the people in the photograph taken at about
that time. He bought the property in 1891 when there was
probably already a building there which he converted to his
needs. He died before 1899 (and his building was
converted to its present Edwardian dress). (SAHRA file,
Smuts ed 1979:213). See Stadshuis Block 4.4.

Walgate, Charles Percival
Architect with his partner Elsworth (qv) of Stellenbosch Town Hall. He was born in Yorkshire in 1886
and in 1907 won a Scholarship to study at the Royal College of Art in London. There he met his future
wife, Marion Mason, who was studying sculpture, and they married in 1912. In Spring 1914 Walgate
joined the office of Herbert Baker as chief assistant. ('Walgate, for some years my trusted assistant at
Delhi who settled at Cape Town' (Baker 1944:54)). He came to Cape Town in 1920 to join JM
Solomon on the University of Cape Town, and took over the design when Solomon died a few months
later. In the same year Walgate entered into partnership with LA Elsworth (qv for an outline of their
work together). Besides being president of the Cape Institute of Architects in 1927 and from 1934-36,
Walgate was a popular newspaper columnist and radio broadcaster, and had a continuing passion for
sculpture. He lived at Gable End, Flower Street, Gardens in Cape Town and died at Fishhoek in 1972,
a few months after the death of his former partner Lance Elsworth. (SAHRA database). See Stadshuis
Block 1.1-1.4.
Wesleyan Missionary Society
The Methodist Church established a mission to South Africa in 1816 and has a long history of
spreading the Gospel and education to the coloured and slave populations. Rev Barnabas Shaw
started work in Namaqualand and came to Cape Town in 1827. Slaves were emancipated in a two
stage process in 1834 and 1838. By 1834 there was a mission in Stellenbosch and a day-school “for
the heathen children, about 70, and will soon double the number,” reported Shaw. The church
acquired the homestead on the corner of Plein and Andringa Streets in 1838 which became the
Wesleyan Parsonage. A school for free black children, doubling as church on Sundays, was built
adjacent in 1840. A larger church in Gothic Revival style was built lower down Plein Street in 1870. It
was demolished in 1963 and relocated to Ida’s Valley Village. (Shell 1994, Van der Bijl 1963:37a,
Smuts ed 1979:96, 101, 270, 313, 404, 418). See Stadshuis block 4.2.
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