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1.5 PLEIN STREET FRONTAGE: SITE OF DEMOLISHED UITSPAN BUILDING 
 

 
 
Description 
Largely featureless plain with scattered clumps of trees and various wire mesh fences subdividing it. The 
millstream and walls are on the south, the rears of Ryneveld Street buildings are on the west, the site 
blends indistinguishably with Callebasse Kraal on the north. On the east is the Botanical Gardens 
nursery and the side of the house at 6 Van Riebeeck Street. There are extensive foundations of a 
demolished house and outbuildings on the site. These comprise the Faure house on Plein Street and its 
outbuildings (begun c1760s) and part of the rear quarters of the Diaconyhuis on Ryneveld Street (begun 
c1736). 
 

  
Deeds Office surveyors diagram 304/1814 Free imaginary reconstruction 1860 Stellenbosch 300 Action 1974 
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1925 raised to two storeys. Note that this is not an accurate representation: the windows were four panes wide and 
there was an eastward extension to the right. In 1926, the year after it was built, a double storey neighbour was 
added on the left. Vos et al 1992. 
 
History 
A well-remembered Stellenbosch building was the Uitspan restaurant, a symmetrical two storey building 
with a parapet and central porch with covered balcony above. It also had a single storey extension to the 
east; and there was a narrow 2 storey building to the west. The ensemble was demolished in 1961. 
Surprisingly, it dates in this form only from the mid-1920s. Before that it was a single storey building with 
a pitched roof. The double-storey porch was added in 1924, the whole building was raised to two storeys 
in 1925, and the narrow west building was built in 1926. The original single storey building is thought to 
have been built soon after 1761 when the landowner, Abraham Faure, was appointed Secretary to the 
Landdrost and Heemrade and moved out of the Church house he had previously occupied. It would have 
had a thatched roof and probably a central gable. Its evolving building history is not known but it certainly 
followed the universal Cape pattern of stylistic alterations from time to time – sundry extensions, 
elaboration of plasterwork, Georgianisation, and so forth. The house was damaged by fire in 1875 and 
may have been extensively altered in repairing the damage. It passed from the Faure family to CM 
Neethling in 1879 and when he died in 1916 it was taken over by an Afrikaans cultural organisation, the 
ACVV (Afrikaansche Christelyke Vrouwen Vereniging) which used it as a restaurant and carried out the 
1920s alterations. After demolition in the 1960s the land was used as playing fields and in the last few 
years as a parking lot. Sundry walls and fences were erected in this period. The adjacent Decameron 
restaurant uses the front west portion as an outdoor café. Some archaeological investigations of the front 
portion of the house were carried out in 1992. (Deeds Office erf register, Vos et al 1992.) 
 
Essential character and qualities 
Was part of a wall of buildings that closed the end of Plein Street and Drostdy Street, though it was not 
on the Drostdy Street axis. 
The site is currently featureless and unresolved – used partly as an attractive garden restaurant, but 
otherwise for parking. 
 
Values and significance 
Very strong sentimental attachments to a lost period: since the 1970s there has been a vigorous lobby 
for the re-erection of the demolished building. 
 
Design and development indicators 
• Full archaeological investigations and recording are required prior to any development, in order to 

understand the complex form of the building (only the front portion has been partially investigated). 
There are very probably several middens. Unless the archaeology results in startling and 
overwhelmingly important finds, the site should then be cleared for development. The townscape 
importance of the site is too great for the archaeology to be preserved in situ (with the above 
proviso). 

• There is a controversial and long-standing proposal to re-erect the building – see development 
indicators and discussion on page 21. 
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1.6 PLEIN STREET FRONTAGE: 22 PLEIN STREET, DECAMERON RESTAURANT 
 

 
 
Description 
Three storey building with Decameron restaurant on ground floor with a projecting single storey section 
that extends across the pavement on leased ground. The building is concrete framed, four modules 
wide. The upper storeys are glazed with four steel window units set on horizontal bands of painted brick. 
The eaves is a simple projection and there are vertical steel rods on the module lines. It has a simple 
elegance because of its frugality and carefully considered proportions. The rear is as carefully designed 
as the front. The single storey projection has a steel frame, curved roof and aluminium windows. On the 
far, eastern, side on Plein Street is an outdoor dining area beyond a low wall. 
 
History 
Built c1960. The front projection c1990s. (Deeds Office erf register.) 
 
Essential character and qualities 
Simple and anonymous modern architecture with a flamboyant forward projection. 
 
Values and significance 
Restaurant forms a spatial end to Plein Street, forming a minor plaza in front of Sanlam. 
Architecture a good example of muted Modern Movement frugality. 
 
Design and development indicators 
• Resurrect millstream in front of it which now flows under ground. 
• In order to make a public space (see Section 1.0) the restaurant extension in front would have to be 

removed. The animation provided by the long-standing restaurant is an asset, and it should be 
encouraged to continue to operate in its present location. The removal of the extension, the 
restitution of the façade of the building and the provision of an equivalent indoor seating area (on the 
Bloemhof site) should be considered part of the new development and negotiated with the owner of 
the building. The restaurant’s outdoor “garden” seating should be incorporated in the design of the 
public space. 
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1.7 PLEIN STREET FRONTAGE: SANLAM 
 

 
 

 
 
Description 
5-storey (7 at rear) parapeted concrete framed building with steel casements, cantilevered canopy over 
sidewalks (with outdoor seating for a popular corner café under) and modern shopfronts. 
 
History 
Designed in the late 1950s, the Sanlam building is the Modern Movement style in full pace – a cuboid 
reinforced concrete frame in which the form follows the maximum permissible bulk allowed by the 
planning byelaws. But a lack of confidence in pure form resulted in the inclusion of some weak plaster 
mouldings over the windows and a strange “Juliet”  balcony on the Ryneveld side. On Plein/Ryneveld it 
is five stories high. At the back, facing the site, it rises to seven stories and presents unconsidered 
facades of great brutality: clearly the designers never intended these to show, expecting other similar 
buildings to click into place alongside. (Deeds Office erf register.) 
 
Essential character and qualities 
Overscaled. 
 
Values and significance 
The plaza formed by the Restaurant adjacent is a minor urban space with modest but positive 
characteristics.  
The restaurants, cafes and art gallery on the ground floor are an asset. 
 
Design and development indicators 
• Its jagged and undesigned rear is prominently seen from the site. Treatment or screening essential; 

this will require negotiations with the owner. (Remodelling of the façade a possibility as successfully 
undertaken elsewhere, eg KrugerRoos Keerom Street, African Life Foreshore.). 
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INDEX 2.0 RYNEVELD STREET URBAN RIBBON  
 

 
2.0 Composite: Ryneveld Street Urban Ribbon 
See detailed discussion page 35 
 

 
2.1 Side of Sanlam 
Ryneveld Street is entered between the flanks of high 20th century buildings – the side of Sanlam and 
the side of Absa Bank opposite. Not studied further. 
 

 
2.2 First 3-bay Cottage 
Not relevant to Conference Centre site but development there should not loom over this building which 
does not have large trees in front of it. Not studied further. 
 

 
2.3 Second 3-bay Cottage Afrikaans Christen-Studentevereniging 
Not relevant to Conference Centre site but development there should not loom over this building. 
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2.4 Ryneveld Plaza 
Arcade links to the site. See detailed discussion page 38 
 

 
2.5 Signage building 
Not relevant to Conference Centre site. Not studied further. 
 

  
2.6 Skuinshuis and courtyard 
See detailed discussion page 40 
 

 
2.7 Synagogue Hall 
See detailed discussion page 42 
 

 
2.8 Synagogue and Conference Centre Access Point 
See detailed discussion page 43 
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2.9 Bloemhof School 
See detailed discussion page 45 
 
Note: Wilgenhof and the Victoria Street intersection are discussed in Section 5.
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2.0 RYNEVELD STREET URBAN RIBBON  
 

 
 
One-way vehicular traffic towards Plein Street with parking one side. Enters Plein Street between the 
flanks of Sanlam and Absa Bank. Ryneveld Street is tree-lined and has contrasting morphologies on its 
sides. On the west are buildings in large gardens, and a lawn (see section 3.0). On the east is 
continuous urban fabric, small in scale, a kind of 18th century “ribbon development” from the town core. 
The pavement along the urban ribbon is a variety of spaces, opening up and closing in again. Moving up 
from Plein Street, first is a row of closely-spaced or attached buildings, consisting of two single storey 
cottages with stoeps, a narrow modern building, Ryneveld Plaza, whose height is disguised by the trees, 
and a longish double storey with a first floor balcony and old signage on its facia (more of Ryneveld 
Plaza is behind it but is scarcely noticed). The corner of the signage building turns through a gateway 
giving onto a courtyard occupied by an outdoor café, an 18th century fowl-house and glimpses of the 
Drooge Rivier in small channels. The side of the courtyard is made by the Skuinshuis. A high single 
storey, this is set at a thrillingly disturbing angle to the street and marks a subtle change in the 
morphology from a continuous chain of buildings to more deliberate public urban statements: the 
Synagogue and then the Bloemhof School. An important potential vehicular access to the Conference 
centre site is between these noble buildings. (Between the Skuinshuis and the Synagogue is a hall, set 
well back in a fantail courtyard.)The Ryneveld Street buildings back onto the Conference Centre site, 
and Ryneveld Plaza has an arcade through and frontage on that side, which is an important pedestrian 
link to the parking area, and potentially to any development on the site. 
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History 
18th century ribbon development along the road to Ida’s Valley leaving the urban core of Stellenbosch. 
The road crosses the Drooge Rivier at the Skuinshuis courtyard and from there originally swung north-
eastward – Skuinshuis and Bachelors are both orientated to this route. Here there was a late 17th 
century farm, Callebasse Kraal which was irrigated by the Drooge Rivier. It had a farmhouse by 1698 
which may be incorporated in Skuinshuis or be nearby. Between the Drooge and the millstream another 
farm was granted in the mid 18th century. Its first building, the Diaconyhuis (a Deacon’s house, probably 
very simple), was built in 1736 – it was somewhat in the location of the 3-bay cottages. By the early 19th 
century the Diaconyhuis had been expanded, a long building had been erected at the corner of Plein 
Street and similar building south of the Skuinshuis. The winelands economic boom of the time saw the 
gaps between these filled by 1817. The urban ribbon was established in a form recognisable today, 
though the building facades have undergone a series of transformations. The Sanlam building of the late 
1950s demolished the corner but the other new addition, Ryneveld Plaza, is politely handled. (Deeds 
Office erf register, Deeds Office OSF 1:123, Kuys map in Smuts 1979:54, F Smuts in SAHRA file, Van 
der Bijl in SAHRA file, Vos et al 1992, Walton 1985.) 
 

  
Deeds Office surveyors diagram 304/1814    Post-1822 detail of Kuys map in Smuts 1979:54 
 
Essential character and qualities 
See description above. 
From the development site, this is experienced as a relatively impermeable “wall” of buildings which, 
apart from Ryneveld Plaza with its arcade link, and the Bloemhof outbuildings, turn their backs on the 
site and cut it off from the town. 
 
Values and significance 
Streetscape with intense historical and environmental values. See detailed discussion of each building 
and place below. 
There are two important pedestrian links to the site (and beyond) through this otherwise impenetrable 
wall of buildings, and the potential exists to create others. 
 
Design and development indicators 
• The rear of the buildings which resolutely turn their backs on the site (ie all those south of Ryneveld 

Plaza) should be screened; one option would be to back a new  building against them and orientate it 
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towards the east – perhaps facing onto an internal court. The bulk and scale of such a building will 
need to be carefully considered so as not to loom over the streetscape, especially where it is single-
storied. 

• The existing pedestrian links through Ryneveld Plaza and the old Bloemhof School should be 
acknowledged and celebrated, and incorporated into the system of public spaces and paths through 
the site (see development indicators under Context, page 12). 

• The impact of increased vehicular traffic in Ryneveld Street will need to be very carefully considered 
so as not to disturb pedestrian movement across the road nor the existing activities (cafes, 
restaurants, etc) along the strip. See also development indicators under Context, page 12). 

• See detailed discussion of each building and place below. 
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2.4 RYNEVELD STREET RIBBON: RYNEVELD PLAZA 
 

 
Front façade from Ryneveld Street 
 

  
Rear façade from Conference Centre site 
 
Description 
Modern double storey parapeted building with 5 bays at first floor and central circular ventilator. 
Cantilevered balcony has facebrick plinth, wrought iron railings. Ground floor has small door to service 
lane, plate glass shopfront, recessed arcade entrance at north end. The building runs back on its site 
and expands in width behind the signage building adjacent. Here it becomes 3 storeys high. The rear 
facades facing the proposed Conference Centre site have windows and small central balconies. It is not 
clear whether there are established rights of light. 
 
History 
There was an 1820s building on this site which was entirely demolished when the present building was 
put up in the late 20th century. (Deeds Office erf register, Kuys map in Smuts 1979:54.) 
 
Essential character and qualities 
The architecture on Ryneveld Street is so neutral as to be invisible and its scale is very appropriate to its 
neighbours. 
The arcade is part of a pedestrian movement system. 
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Values and significance 
No heritage significance. 
This is the most southern point along Ryneveld Street where pedestrian movement to and through  the 
site is possible. 
 
Design and development indicators 
• Link the arcade into a system of urban spaces and pedestrian paths on and through the site. 
• The rear of this building has a façade that directly faces the site, as does the Dentist’s building north 

of it. Both have entrance doors facing the site. Set new development back sufficiently to assure light 
and ventilation and provide access to the entrances (perhaps by creating a courtyard or open space), 
and ensure that new development address these fronts appropriately.  

• Incorporate the Drooge River, which runs underground from the doorway of the Dentist’s building 
eastward across the site. 

• The architecture of these facades is undistinguished. They should be remodelled to integrate with the 
style of the new development (since their value will increase as a result of the development, the 
owners should be amenable to their integration). 
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2.6 RYNEVELD STREET RIBBON: SKUINSHUIS AND FOWL-HOUSE COURTYARD 
 

 
 

  
Fowl-house courtyard from street 
 
Description 
Single storey 3-bay building (a small amount of accommodation in the roofspace) with high raised 
parapet, moulded cornice and circular cast-iron vents, and with corner pilasters. Sits at an angle to the 
street. Central 4x4 door with sunrise fanlight in arched plaster architrave with pilasters continuing up to 
cornice. On the left is an arch headed door; on the right is a 4x3 pane sash window with internal 
shutters; both have plaster architraves. Full width tiled stoep. On the north façade (left) is a French door 
with fanlight and shutters, two sash windows and small windows to the loft. On the south façade (right) is 
a projecting wing with straight end gable and plain door to loft, glazed 2 leaf door below with narrow side 


