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The Work of Docomomo 

At the 2012 AGM, architect Ilze Wolff spoke about Docomomo, an international initiative aimed at saving 

worthwhile buildings less than 60 years old. 

  

Where it all started 

 

  

http://www.docomomo.com/ is an international working group started by Wessel de Jonge and Hubert-

Jan Henkel in the Netherlands in 1988. 

The initiation of the group was a response to the fact that, during the 1980s in Europe, many modernist 

buildings were at risk of being demolished, were demolished or were not yet recognized as valuable 

heritage. 

Its mission was to act as a watchdog when important modern buildings are at threat and to foster an 

interest in this heritage. 



Over the past 20 years or so, 59 countries have elected to join Docomomo International, now situated in 

Barcelona, Spain. 

  

Docomomo SA 

 

  

Almost 25 years later, we in South Africa are feeling the pressure of similar risks to our Modernist 

heritage. 

It is for this reason that a group of concerned architects and heritage practitioners applied to be included 

under the umbrella of Docomomo International. 

  

 

  



Our application was unanimously supported at the global conference in Mexico in August 2010. 

  

South African politics 

 

  

In South Africa we sit with a situation where our modern heritage is linked with certain socio-political 

structures: colonialism, apartheid, socialism, industrialism and capitalism. 

  



 

 

  

To ignore this and to look at Modern heritage purely through the appreciation of its built fabric would be 

a missed opportunity to see how modernist space can have a relevant and contemporary meaning. 



 Documenting our heritage 

 

 



 

 

  

Like Docomomo International, we share their objectives of documenting, conserving and fostering 

awareness of modernist heritage. 

But we are also adopting another objective of understanding and problematising the social constructs of 

modernist space. 

  

*Wolff is a partner in the firm Wolff Architects in Cape Town and a member of Docomomo South Africa. 


