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Landscape Character Assessment [1] helps
us to understand our landscapes: their
qualities, vulnerabilities and capacity to
absorb change. It is a tool for understanding
the formation of landscapes, defining
patterns of natural and cultural features,
and identifying the significant elements
that give them character. Landscape
Character Assessment is an integral part
of identifying Cultural Landscapes, which
embody the long history and heritage of
relationships between nature and culture,
between people and their environment.
There are a range of Landscapes within
the boundaries of the Stellenbosch
Municipality. Its predominantly rural
character is made up of different Types
[2] of natural landscapes, consisting of
mountain peaks, rolling hills and valleys.
These landscape types are found in
individual Character Areas that differ from
one another. Character depends not
only on these distinguishable landscape
types but also on the functional Patterns
and Elements [3] that are made up of
distinctive Features [4]. Patterns in the
rural Stellenbosch and Klein Drakenstein
region are predominantly created by
vineyards, irrigation dams, windbreak
trees, orchards and plantations, set in
particular relationships to surrounding
and interleaved natural assets. Some of
the distinct features include avenues,
individual and clusters of trees, and historic
farms with their associated buildings.
It is important to analyse the character
of landscapes at various scales in order
1 LCA was developed as a technique in the 1980s,
and the most recently published guidance is
contained in An Approach to Landscape Character
Assessment (Natural England 2014).
2 Landscape Types: Generic landscapes with broadly
the same characteristics (the same composition can
occur somewhere else as well).
3 Landscape Elements: Those individual functional
components that make up a landscape.
4 Landscape Features: The distinctive attribute
or aspect of the functional elements within the

to understand each component that
makes up the complex whole. The analysis
of character in the landscape therefore
follows the hierarchy of scale from Valley
to Area and then to Unit.
‘Character’ is thus understood to comprise
a distinct, recognisable and consistent
pattern of elements in the landscape
that makes one landscape different from
another, each with its sense of place [5].
When such a place is recognised as a
whole and in its elements as of value to
us, it is defined as having Significance.
The purpose of Landscape Character
Analysis in this study is to help preserve
and manage the significant qualities of
our cultural landscapes as our heritage.

landscape. Particularly prominent or eye-catching
components.
5 Sense of place is the unique value that is allocated
to a specific place or area through the cognitive
experience of the user or viewer.

STELLENBOSCH
Landscape Character
Defining Process

Landscape Type (Generic)

Generic landscapes with broadly the same characteristics (the same composition
can occur somewhere else as well).

Landscape Valleys (1: 250 000)

Unique individual geographical areas in which landscape types occur.

Landscape Areas (1: 50 000)

The broad building blocks of the defined valley

Landscape Units (1: 10 000)

Smaller enclosures found in each specific landscape area

STELLENBOSCH
Landscape Character
Defining Process

Top-down

Ground-up
Desktop (Top down)

Field work (Ground up)

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER UNITS (Present value, distinctive features relating to pattern)

Viewshed

Barns

Vegetable farming

Palm trees

Wells

Open fallow land

Eucalypthus trees

Sundials

Cattle farming

Walls

Monuments

Fisheries

Fences

Bridge structures

Hedges
Natural edges

Historic tree alignments
Walls

Wild Animal breeding
Pasture land

Natural corridors from mountain
Leivoor

Church structures
Ruins

Mountain Fynbos

Rivers

Forestry/ plantation

Chicken farm
Horse farms

Renosterveld
Rehabilitated land

CULTURAL

Workers cottages
Grain silos
Slave bells

LIVESTOCK
FARMING

Isolated trees (oak, cork)
Windbreak trees
Remnant avenue of trees

Streams

Stone stacked wall
Historic Industries

Wetlands

Field systems

Irrigation dams

Place names

Nature Reserves

Reservoirs

Artefacts

Conservancies
Industries

Railway
Pylons

Gathering places
Commonage areas

Footpaths

Old wagon routes

Roads

Burial grounds and graves

Lifestyle farms
Gated Community

Track
Structures

Rivers
Streams

Informal Settlement

Enclosures

Mountain peaks
Rock formations
Cultural Sites

Top 4

Top 4

Urban settlement

Top 1

Intrusive buildings
(style/scale/clutter)
Security fences/walls
Greenhouse structures
Gated communities
Urban sprawl
Fragmented land units
Neglected land (overgrazed)
Trails (overused)
Nurseries
Landfill sites
Mines
Fire
Clutter

GRADING (analytical hierarchy process)

Clusters of trees

DEVELOPMENT

Orchards

Farmsteads

OVERUSE

Context

TREES

Avenue of trees

Mines

Top 1

Degree of Acceptable change

Perceptual (genius loci)

Vineyards

Strawberry farms
Nurseries
Flower farming

Heritage Sites

NATURAL

Alluvial Valleys (less than 1:10)

Distinctive (how)

Views

LANDSCAPE CONDITION

RESERVES

Mountain Ranges (steeper than 1:4)
Foothills / undulating plains/ rolling landscape
(1:4 to 1:10)

SETTLEMENT

Example C02

CROP FARMING

Structural (Topography)
Eerste River flats
/central/Helderberg

Features

Functional (what)

SPECIAL FEATURES

INTRUSIVE

Elements

EDGES

Landscape Type

HYDROLOGY

Landscape Area

NETWORKS

Landscape Unit
Name

The Krom River Valley is divided into three
separate areas based on their dominant
characteristics. The central rolling hills is the
largest area of the three, roughly bordered
by the R304 and the R44. Within this area
historic patterns of settlement were along
the Plankenburg and Klippies Rivers.
Dramatic Simonsberg and its foothills with
their large folds forms the eastern area
of the valley. Settlement patterns are
largely protected from development. This
area features an outstanding display of
a cultural landscape, whereby a closeknit relationship between people and
nature has created cultivation patterns
through stewardship of the land. To the
north of Stellenbosch and next to the
N1, low undulating plains of open fallow
land (somewhat degraded) are found,
with expansive views back towards the
Stellenbosch Mountains.

A KROM RIVER
Landscape Character
Areas

Krom River covers the fertile valley
landscape on the western and southwestern slopes of Simonsberg. Its western
boundary is the R304, and the properties
along this border have already succumbed
to a more industrial, commercial and
residential character. The farms on the
slopes of Simonsberg are hidden, along
with some smaller valleys between the
foothills of the mountain, and present a

A Krom River Landscape Unit Rating
Item
Protected areas 10 Critical Biodiversity
Ecological area 9 Ecological support areas 7
agriculture 4 Urban 1
Aesthetic
Historic

Viewshed, Scene, Diversity, enclosure,
unity, colour, texture, balance,
proportion, form
Age, Pattern representivity and
association, rarity, condition

Meaning and cultural associations,
Church, School, Creche, recreational,
Social
community
Tourism and agricultural potential High
Economical soil suitability 9 medium soil suitability 7
Fragmented 5 Disturbed 2
Degree of acceptable
NCW
Grade 3c
Grade 3b
Grade 3a
Grade 2

0- 2
2 to 4.9
5 to 7.9
8 to 10
8.5 to 10

distinct and relatively intact character.
The R44 traverses the Landscape Area
and is considered a scenic route due to its
sinuous and winding character as it crosses
some visually important landscape units.
Elsenburg is a rare type and node within
a rural landscape (A09). The footslopes of
Klapmutskop, with the use of terracing, is
a rare example within the Stellenbosch
winelands (A10). The historic Calcutta

A01
A02
A03
Weighted
Weighted
Weighted
Value
Value
value
value
value

outspan is located next to the stream in
land unit A11, with adjacent open fallow
fields and large remnant Oaks. Patterns of
settlement are found beside the Klippies
River along the Kromme Rhee Road (A07)
and the Plankenburg River along the R304
(A05).

A04
Weighted
value

A05
Weighted
value

A06
Weighted
value

A KROM RIVER
Central Rolling Hills
A01-A10

A07
Weighted
value

A08
Weighted
value

A09
Weighted
value

A10
Weighte
d value

%
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1
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1.6
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1
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1.6

8

1.6
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1.75

8

2

8

2
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1.5

8

2

6

1.5
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1.75

5

1.25
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2.25

8

2
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4

0.4

6

0.6

5

0.5

6

0.6

5

0.5

7

0.7

4

0.4

7

0.7

8

0.8

4

0.4

25%
100%

8

2
6.75

7

1.75
7.35

7

1.75
7.45

7

1.75
6.25

7

1.75
6.85

6

1.5
6.5

5

1.25
6.4

3

0.75
4.9

8

2
8.05

7

1.75
7.15

Value

Value
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Value
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A01 (6.75) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A01 Urban Fringe
This landscape unit is located on the south-western slopes of rolling foothills leading
from the Simonsberg. A single drainage line runs through the unit, and a large portion
presents highly suitable soils for agriculture and features ecological support areas along
the drainage and ridge line. Most of this land unit is comprised of the Agricultural
Research Council’s Nietvoorbij farm and features geometric and regular vineyards. A
large farm dam is located in the southern segment of the land unit, with a smaller dam
in the drainage line in the upper reaches. Remnant plantations/trees characterise the
northern segment, with interspersed vineyards and dirt roads. The unit is located on a
raised topography, affording views over Tennantville, La Colline and Die Rand, down the
R310 all the way to Bottelary Hills. One of the early freehold farms in the area is aligned
along the northern boundary of this unit. The Nietvoorbij homestead has some heritage
significance, but its context has been compromised.

behind the ARC buildings is well absorbed into its surrounding landscape. Although the
current state of roads and services are not equipped to facilitate this cluster of houses,
with proper planning the landscape might lend itself to further pockets of development
on the open fallow land. Vineyards and wilderness are important features to maintain.

The significance of this landscape unit resides in the agricultural fields maintaining the rural
character in close vicinity to the Stellenbosch Urban Edge. The Nietvoorbij ARC buildings
have a somewhat commercial or industrial appearance, and their scale and density
are out of character with the rest of the study area. A small pocket of workers’ houses
Nietvoorbij ARC Buildings

View from the ARC Nietvoorbij buildings over Cloetesville

A02 (7.35) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

Morgenhof

A02 Amphitheatre Eastern Edge
The dominant structure of this land unit are the large rolling foothills of the Simonsberg
that form part of an amphitheatre of wilderness hills, with scattered remnant forestry
plantations. It is different to land unit A03 (that completes the amphitheatre) because of
the network of vegetated edges, mostly windbreaks between vineyards and orchards.
A small stream runs along the north-western boundary of the land unit and features
ecological support areas along its banks. A low ridge is located in roughly the centre of
the unit, dipping mainly to the west. The soils in this unit are highly suitable for agricultural
use (viticulture). Timberlea Farm, part of the Blue Jay farm network, is a major fruit supplier
in the area. The main farm buildings also exert an industrial, bulky character and there
is a small residential area with additional residential homes dotted amongst the mainly
rectangular vineyards and orchards. These are sensitively placed along the contours. An
interesting deviation to the overall pattern is a combination of semi-circular windbreaks
with orchards. The gentle western slopes present raised views over Cloetesville and
Welgevonden towards the Bottelary Hills. The southern boundary features early freehold
land grants.
Views towards Stellenbosch berg from the R44

Morgenhof

The significance of this land unit (as part of a larger amphitheatre-like landscape) lies in its
scenic as well as aesthetic quality as the R44 meanders from Klapmuts towards the town
of Stellenbosch. Stellenbosch mountain is framed, and the entire town of Stellenbosch
is hidden, on this stretch of the scenic road. Apart from a few intrusive structures next to
the R44, most developments are well hidden within a rural fabric of vegetated edges,
many orchards and some wilderness with remnant forestry plantations on the higher
slopes. The unit presents a clear, lush and well-maintained agricultural quality and plays
an important role in imbuing this character to the adjacent urban edge. The unit also
creates a natural and undeveloped foreground to views toward Simonsberg from the
surrounding area.

A03 (7.45) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A03 Amphitheatre Western Edge
The landscape unit displays the sloping foothills of a ridge leading from Simonsberg,
which contains two main drainage lines and associated southwest facing slopes. The
drainage lines and vegetated areas on the higher slopes of the unit contain important
critical biodiversity and ecological support areas. The soils are not particularly suitable
for agriculture (viticulture), apart from a small pocket around Morgenhof. The southern
drainage line features a deeper incised valley with some vineyards and buildings
associated with Morgenhof, an 18th century estate with later layering. Natural organic
fingers from the footslopes, and the interspersed placement of vineyards, forms a
beautiful pattern leading into the valley. A pole yard and conglomeration of smaller
industries and informal settlement is located closer to the northern boundary of the
Morgenhof Estate. The north-western boundary of this land unit features Remhoogte
Wine Farm with extensive vineyards and two farm dams. Remnant forestry plantations
follow the historical boundary lines in the northern section and create an interesting
visual dynamic along the foothills of the smaller ridge leading from Simonsberg.

View towards Stellenbosch from Remhoogte

Remhoogte

Morgenhof is in a topographic bowl, creating an intimate character with views mainly
focused inwards. As one moves along the R44, the landscape opens up and offers views
over the rolling landscape towards the Bottelary Hills.
This land unit, together with its neighbouring land unit (A02), reads together as a
amphitheatre. Morgenhof is one of the older farms in the study area and agricultural
activities date back to the early freehold land grants. Its location in an intimate bowl
enhances its particular character, and the interplay between natural fingers and
vineyards positioned along the contours strengthens it even more. The pole yard and
other activities in the northern section of the estate are intrusive and contrary to the
character of the surrounding area.

A04 (6.25) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A04 Small Wedge Vineyards
The eastern edge of the unit terminates along a gentle ridge. The R44 represents the
eastern boundary of this landscape unit and provides the main reason for its current
character. Some smaller wine farms, wedding venues, accommodation, restaurants
and even a brewery were recently established in the unit. It still features some vineyards
and fallow fields with a pocket of high quality soils for viticulture on the higher slopes.
This land unit has aesthetic significance despite relatively recent developments, and
enjoys a degree of enclosure as part of the larger rural landscape.

L’Avenir

A05 (6.85) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A05 Nooitgedacht
The Plankenburg and Klippies Rivers merge on the historic Nooitgedacht Wine Farm with
large areas of ecological support creating a lush river corridor in the southern portion
of the landscape unit along the R304. The unit is characterised by neat rectangular
vineyards, orchards and fallow fields on the rolling hills. A number of smallholdings are
located in the southern portion of the unit and development is generally well hidden
amongst the trees. The historic Nooitgedacht farm, established as part of the early
freehold land grants, has a fine double-walled, Cape Dutch style entrance, on axis with
the werf complex nestled between the large trees. Nooitgedacht is the parent farm
that extended all the way to Devon Valley and formed part of a pattern of settlement
along the Plankenburg River that includes the farms of Cloetesdal and Weltevreden. The
Cloetesdal manor house is completely engulfed within the suburb of Cloetesdal with
very little of the farm werf still visible, and currently functions as a clinic. Weltevreden
has a neat werf and poplar avenue that enhances its rather enclosed and hidden farm
werf.
This landscape has significance for its pattern of settlement within the Stellenbosch
Winelands, with a distinct nestled character along the river floodplain. A small area

View from Summerhill

Weltevreden Entrance

of vineyards, located to the north of Nooitgedacht with its western boundary on the
railway line, has unusually high quality viticulture soil given its location on a valley bottom,
and therefore enjoys a degree of rarity. The new Weltevreden development is a form of
urban sprawl.

Nooitgedacht Entrance Pillars

A06 (6.5) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A06 Rolling hills next to the R44
The topography of this unit is largely rolling hills, draining towards the Klippies River as
well as another drainage line to the south. The densely vegetated streams represent
the northern and southern boundaries of this land unit and feature critical biodiversity
and ecological support areas. The soils are predominantly unsuitable for agriculture,
specifically viticulture. The Klawervlei Wine Estate and the Kromme Rhee Agricultural
Training Institute (ATI) are located along the banks of the Klippies River and extend to
the south with neglected vineyards, farm dams and fallow agricultural fields. Circular or
concentric irrigation patterns are predominant on the landscape and contrast visually
to the patterns on the adjacent land units. The unit has a generally derelict character.
The R44 cuts through the gently rolling landscape unit, with Slaley Estate and a private
residence at the corner of Kromme Rhee Road. The unit does not afford expansive views
over the study area, other than from the Kromme Rhee ATI campus buildings and the
southern portion of the unit. Several early freehold farms were located along the Klippies

ATI Agricultural Training Institute

River. The Kromme Rhee complex features a restored H-plan Cape Dutch building and
other structures of heritage value. Its relationship with other historic properties such
as Elsenburg (A09), Koelenhof (A07) and Groenhof (A14) is noteworthy as a pattern of
settlement.

View over rolling hills from Training Institute

A07 (6.4) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A07 Kromme Rhee
The R304 flanks the landscape unit to the west and the R44 to the east. The Kromme
Rhee Road traverses the entire length of the landscape unit. The Klippies River runs
parallel to the Kromme Rhee Road with some ecological support areas and early land
grant farms located next to it. The north of the Kromme Rhee Road features Simonsig
Winery, with mature trees, a manor house and associated vineyards, and it establishes
a mainly agricultural character on the gently rolling hills. High quality soils for viticulture
are found on the north western corner of Simonsig. Expansive views towards Simonsberg
are enjoyed from this site (hence the name Simonsig). The Slaley Winery and restaurant
is located at the intersection of Kromme Rhee Road and the R44, and introduces
uncharacteristic elements such as tent-like structures and large-scale infrastructure.
Nooitgedacht Village is a major intrusion in the agricultural landscape, with its fake
medieval-style dwellings. South of the Kromme Rhee Road, the privately owned historic
Koelenhof Winery is nestled within the gently rolling landscape. Features such as the
watering trough bear testimony to the farm’s historic significance as a horse station for
British remounts during the South African War, c.1900. Historic Nooitgedacht was the
Cloete family farm.
This landscape unit has special significance for its agricultural qualities, mostly made up

Kromme Rhee Road

Simonsig

of vineyards. It is a simple rural landscape with a degree of enclosure between the rolling
hills. Further development of the Nooitgedacht Estate is a major threat and any more
such interventions in this landscape unit would indeed be a tragedy.

Simonsig

A08 (4.9) Grade IIIc
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

NCW

A08 Koelenhof
The landscape around Koelenhof is largely fallow fields with a few windbreaks. The
Plankenburg River drains into a large wetland in the centre of the unit that features
an ecological support area. A few vineyards are located between the R304 and
the Plankenburg River. The landscape unit is presently in transition, as a major and
intrusive lifestyle estate, Nooitgedacht Village, has recently been established on the
eastern boundary. This entire estate is classified as NCW (non-conservation worthy).
Groundworks for its eastwards extension are already underway. The Koelenhof Catholic
Church complex with its mature treed backdrop is a strong landmark at the intersection
of the Kromme Rhee Road and the R304. The open floodplain across the road from the
church is often used as public open space with activities such as helicopter rides over
weekends. This area was used as a acclimatisation camp for British soldiers during the
South African War.
This landscape unit is part of a node extending from the Bottelary Road, and scored
low in the evaluation process. Its unstable character could be redeemed by sensitive
integrated rural development, and it is served by an existing railway station.

British military acclimatisation camp (Photo taken of frame in Sonop private residence), also view from farm

A09 (8.05) Grade IIIa
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A09 Elsenburg
The apex of this landscape unit is Klapmuts Hill, which is also a critical biodiversity and
ecological support area. The central and major land use comprises the Elsenburg
Agricultural Department of the University of Stellenbosch and the Research Centre Head
Office. It features Stone Age artefacts, historically significant buildings and a distinctive
Baroque-walled drainage channel with bridges, as well as landscape features such as
the rows of Oak trees. Elsenburg historic core is a layered landscape with various levels of
significance, including its contact-period role as one of the first buiteposte within a wellestablished natural grazing area that previously served Khoekhoe pastoralists. It is now
enveloped by extensive agricultural fields on the rolling hills, which visually terminate on
the opposite, southern ridge. Elsenburg and its associated infrastructure is highly visible
on the upper slopes of Klapmutskop as a type of “street or linear village” along the
Elsenburg Road. The R44 forms the eastern boundary of the unit and De Clapmuts farm
is located at its intersection with Elsenburg Road. Also once a buitepost, the layered De
Clapmuts werf has similarly undergone extensive additions and alterations. Three large
irrigation dams and three small farm dams are located in this land unit.

Elsenburg

This landscape unit has aesthetic, scenic, associative, age, architectural, rarity,
representative and archaeological significance. Despite the established heritage and
visual significance of Elsenburg, inappropriate interventions have been allowed within
the landscape, and include massive security fences.

Elsenburg

Baroque-walled drainage channel at Elsenburg

Elsenburg

A10 (7.15) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A10 Muldersvlei and Klapmuts Footslope
Vineyards and fallow fields, service roads and remnant plantations with pockets of
fynbos and dams characterise the gentle slopes of Klapmutskop. The use of terracing in
the landscape makes it an exceptional cultural landscape with a degree of rarity in the
Stellenbosch Municipal area. The area immediately south of Muldersvlei farm (De Meye)
is considered an important critical biodiversity and ecological support area, mainly due
to the wetland. A railway line and the Elsenburg Road traverse the unit. An intrusive and
relatively-recent residential development is located to the west of the Elsenburg Road,
seen across a large dam. A chicken farm is located to the south, close to the Muldersvlei
station. This landscape unit reads with land unit A09 and has a rural character to it. It has
largely been spared from development, except for the intrusive housing estate, but is
now threatened by an expanding Klapmuts.
The exceptional use of terracing on the higher slopes of Klapmutskop forms an
important gradation between wilderness and cultivated landscape. The landscape has
significance for its rarity, aesthetic and scenic beauty. This pocket should remain rural in
character and accessible, and any form of development that compromises the integrity
of the cultural landscape should be prohibited.
Klapmutskop

View towards Klapmutskop eastern footslopes showing terracing

Klapmutskop

The Krom River Vlaktes are mostly
characterised by low undulating plains on
the northern boundary of the Stellenbosch
Municipal area. This landscape unit scored
low in the evaluation process and presents
an area with development potential.
It is close to the N1 and has expansive
views back towards the Stellenbosch
A Krom River Landscape Unit Rating
Item
Protected areas 10 Critical Biodiversity
Ecological area 9 Ecological support areas 7
agriculture 4 Urban 1
Aesthetic
Historic

Viewshed, Scene, Diversity, enclosure,
unity, colour, texture, balance,
proportion, form
Age, Pattern representivity and
association, rarity, condition

Meaning and cultural associations,
Church, School, Creche, recreational,
Social
community
Tourism and agricultural potential High
Economical soil suitability 9 medium soil suitability 7
Fragmented 5 Disturbed 2
Degree of acceptable
NCW
Grade 3c
Grade 3b
Grade 3a
Grade 2

0- 2
2 to 4.9
5 to 7.9
8 to 10
8.5 to 10

mountains. Some of the highlights include
the Calcutta outspan with attractive open
fallow land and large remnant Oak trees
next to it (A11). The smaller blocks of wellmaintained vineyards in land unit A12 are
an important transition area into and out
of the Stellenbosch winelands.

Item
Weight

A11
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d value

A12
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d value
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A KROM RIVER
Joostenberg Vlaktes
A11-A13

A11 (6.25) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER VLAKTE

A11 Calcutta and wider open fallow land
An active railway line and Muldersvlei station are located in the northern section of
this landscape unit with another railway line forming the eastern border. Its presence,
however, does not have an adverse impact on the rolling, fallow agricultural land
character of most of the unit. The R101 represents the northern border, and two businesses
are located along it. The Giraffe House on the corner of the R101 and R310 features
some small camps with wild animals such as giraffe, ostriches and antelope species. It
has a negative influence on the visual character of the area. A chicken farm is located
adjacent to this property. The southern corner of the land unit has an historic outspan
area that features a remnant plantation on a distinctive triangular-shaped piece of
land called Calcutta Bos. This outspan has landmark and associative significance and is
highly regarded by people living in the area. Highlights of this land unit are the beautiful
remnant Oak trees found on open fallow land and the small stream next to the historic
Outspan area.

Culcutta Bos Outspan and remnant Oak trees on open fallow land

This landscape unit has historic and associative significance in an area with a valued
rural quality, and any development will compromise its inherent rural character.

A12 (5.3) Grade IIIb
KROM RIVER VLAKTES

A12 Maintained Vineyards
This land unit is mostly viewed from the R304 that forms the western boundary of the
space. The railway line to Muldersvlei station forms the northern boundary of this
landscape unit, and Koelenhof Winery is located immediately to the south of it. The
topography affords expansive views back towards the Stellenbosch mountains and over
the low undulating plains. The land is divided into much smaller blocks of well maintained
vineyards in comparison to the landscape units surrounding it. Moving north along the
R304, land use changes to open fallow land, and therefore this landscape unit is an
important threshold that maintains the character of the Stellenbosch winelands. Vrede
farm has its associated infrastructure set in a line on the crest of the gradual slope.
This landscape unit is valued for its visual, aesthetic and associative significance, and is
unfortunately under threat of change in land use and intrusive development enterprises.
The other side of the R304 is already cluttered with invasive structures that impact the
landscape, mostly driven by low-key tourism enterprises.

Vrede entrance pillars and avenue

A13 (4.95) Grade IIIc
KROM RIVER VLAKTES
NCW

A13 Klein Joostenberg Vlaktes
Two drainage depressions with wetlands traverse the unit from south to north and
represent areas of critical biodiversity and ecological support. The N1 highway forms
the northern boundary of this landscape unit and largely determines its character. Most
land uses are either tourism or industry-related and lack a general sense of cohesion. A
large electrical substation is located immediately next to the N1 towards the centre of
the unit. Several transmission lines emanate from the substation, further degrading the
visual quality. The Klein Joostenberg complex, with some agri-industrial buildings, offers
numerous opportunities for recreation and retail and has made the most out of its setting.
The low gradients and degraded visual character of the NCW (non-conservation
worthy) land parcels within this land unit makes it an area suitable for intervention, taking
advantage of expansive views back towards the Stellenbosch mountains.

Klein Joostenberg agri-industrial buildings

Hoopenburg

The southwestern slopes of Simonsberg
characterise its dramatic peaks and rugged
rolling foothills, with large open folds. Remnant
forestry plantations, windbreaks and patterns of
settlement within these folds are the key features
within this landscape. The Simonsberg extends
into Skurwekop and ends in Klapmutskop, with the
same display of circular surface features (created
by specific plant species) that refer to ancient
Terminalia, or termite mounds. These, together
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with the undeveloped foothills and natural
vegetation, give the unit a distinct character
when entering the scenic route from Klapmuts.
The scenic route (R44) meanders through the
landscape through pockets of wilderness and
open rolling vineyards. Most of this route has not
been affected by unwanted development, historic
farm werfs are nestled among the large trees and
are intimately woven into wilderness.
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A KROM RIVER
Simonsberg Area
A14-A16

A14 (8.65) Grade II
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A14 Groenhof, Muratie and Knorhoek
Two main valleys leading down from Simonsberg characterise this significant landscape
unit. The first valley is incised deepest into the landscape and contains the historically
significant Muratie and Delheim wineries. The majority of both Muratie and Delheim’s
vineyards are located on the north-western slopes of the ridge leading down from
Simonsberg. The second valley, with steeper and lusher valley sides, contains Knorhoek,
another historic wine farm with extensive vineyards and a guest house. The land unit is
held to the south by a small ridge covered by Renosterveld, where Protea Hill farm is an
intrusion into the landscape. Rolling hills and flat valley bottoms characterise the western
portion of the land unit. The soils south of Muratie and around Delheim are considered
highly suitable for agriculture (viticulture). The early land grants were on the southwestern edge of this unit. Critical biodiversity and ecological support areas are located
along the drainage lines and at Protea HIll farm. Quoin Rock Winery is located at the
entrance to the valley and is less contained than the other wineries in this land unit. It
features large-scale and imposing infrastructure. The northernmost corner of this part of
the land unit is characterised by some tall windbreaks, creating an interesting geometry.
Views from Delheim extend all the way to Table Mountain and the farm itself contains
numerous significant features, such as the ruins of the ‘Kanoniers cottage’ and a walled
burial ground that are situated against a hillside on the side of the Simonsberg. The main

View at Delheim towards Simonsberg

Gable at Groenhof

house (c.1936) is set in lush gardens that extend into the parking area, sheltered by large
Oak trees. Muratie features a farm werf complex with much historic layering, including
the remains of a 17th century structure and main dwelling dating c.1830 that could be
described as eclectic in style. Muratie and Delheim formed part of the first ‘wine route’
in the Stellenbosch winelands. Knorhoek presents a large werf with the old manor house
(1827) in the centre, with its unusual full-span replacement roof, and framed with long
barns that are now used for accommodation. Groenhof is a historic farm werf situated
in the valley closest to the R44. Mature Oak trees mark the original werf which features a
Cape Dutch long barn with distinctive Baroque gable dated 1780. A long row of Queen
Palms gives the werf an elongated feel. An Edwardian house is an exemplar of the style.
This unit is one of the most significant in terms of historic layering and pattern displayed
by the farms Groenhof, Muratie, Delheim and Knorhoek. The upper reaches of the
Simonsberg foothills and incised valleys presents a visually diverse and unique landscape
that is highly valued. It has exemplar scenic and aesthetic as well as associational
significance, together with the pattern of settlement typical to the winelands of
Stellenbosch.

Groenhof

A15 (8.15) Grade IIIa
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A15 Skurweberg Footslopes
The apex of this landscape unit is the notable Kanonkop. Several drainage valleys such
as Jakkelskloof and Pampoenkloof emanate from the Skurweberg ridge leading from
Kanonkop, and these vegetated valleys characterise most of the unit. They also feature
significant critical biodiversity areas extending to the upper slopes of Skurwekop, together
with extensive ecological support areas. The rolling slopes between the drainage lines
feature excellent soils for agriculture (viticulture), as attested by several vineyards. The
geometric vineyards, following the contour, are interspersed between the drainage
lines and form a harmonious, albeit diverse pattern in the landscape. The western
section features Kanonkop and Uitkyk Wineries, each with associated infrastructure.
Uitkyk has a unique double-storey U-plan homestead with neo-Classical facade and
excellent joinery. An avenue of large Cork Oaks runs along a contour line to the southern
edge of the land unit, and is one of the very few examples of an avenue of this kind in
the Stellenbosch municipal area. The Simonsberg Christian Centre Camp lies at the foot
of a densely vegetated hill in the northern section. The landscape unit features some
elevated viewing positions and Uitkyk Winery and Estate have expansive views of the
Bottelary Hills. The valleys contain more intimate areas, somewhat secluded from the
rest of the study area.

Cork Oak Avenue

The landscape unit presents a diverse and visually coherent landscape with uniform
land uses and significant ecological features. The historic landscape features, such as
the Uitkyk Oak avenue and grove, add value to the unit.

Uitkyk

Uitkyk

Uitkyk

A16 (8.85) Grade II
KROM RIVER CENTRAL
ROLLING HILLS

A16 Gateway to Krom River
Two hills flank the unit: Klapmutskop to the west and Skurweberg to the east. A large
part of the landscape unit, especially on the upper slopes of these two hills, features
critical biodiversity and ecological support areas. Highly suitable soils for agriculture
cover most of the unit, except for the valley associated with Wiesenhof. A broad valley
lies between the hills, where the R44 is aligned roughly down the middle and traverses
the unit, dividing it roughly in half. The road is considered one of the most beautiful scenic
routes in the study area, elegantly displaying natural and cultural features together
with dams, plantations and vineyards. On the northern side of the R44, Mitre’s Edge, Le
Bonheur and Warwick Wine Estates are located amidst rolling vineyards and vegetated
drainage valleys. The vineyards do not have a distinguishable pattern. The footslopes of
the Simonsberg displays circular surface features (created by the specific plant species
growing there) that refer to ancient Terminalia, or termite mounds. These, together with
the undeveloped foothills and natural vegetation, gives the unit it a distinct character
when entering the scenic route from Klapmuts. One of the oldest and original farms
in the area is Natte Valleij. It has an extensive and well-preserved elongated werf
and four brandy sills in a mature and interesting garden with walling reminiscent of
Elsenberg. Lievland Wine Farm (Beyerskloof), Marklew (Goede Sukses) and Le Bonheur
(Weltevreden) are also located in this land unit and contain Cape Dutch and Cape
Georgian homesteads of varying degrees of heritage significance.

View over Simonsberg and Klapmutskop from Anura

Marklew

The unit displays some of the more diverse and visually significant landscapes in the
study area, with the R44 being considered a highly valued scenic route. The varied
landscape features several historic wine farms dotted along the broad valley bottom
and footslopes of the two hills flanking the unit. Close to the R44, an intrusive recreational
park is being constructed immediately below Wiesenhof.

Natte Vallij

The Bottelary Hills area is divided into
three larger character areas. They are
a combination of natural, cultural and
perceptual elements that make up the
grain of each area. The first is Devon
Valley, situated at the eastern side of the
town of Stellenbosch: a resilient landscape
that has absorbed sporadic development
well over the years (B01- B07). The second
character area is grouped around the
northern edges of the Bottelary Hills.
Ragged foothills, spectacular valleys
between the rounded granite hilltops,
and an intimate pattern of modest Cape
Dutch settlement nestled along drainage
lines are key features of this area (B08 -B14).
The lower Bottelary Hills are found on the
low rolling hills. This area, with its variety of
land uses, is mostly in a degraded state
(B15-B20).

B BOTTELARY
Landscape Character
Areas

Devon Valley is situated to the western
side of Stellenbosch, and hidden from
the residents of Stellenbosch. Agriculture
and tourism drive activity in Devon Valley
itself (B04), but it is also a transformed
landscape with several new, rather
invasive developments. However, due
to the nature of sporadic development
over the years, this landscape has found
a new equilibrium that has resulted in
a new typology. Devon Valley is a case
study of a resilient landscape where the
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new equilibrium is attractive. It adds rather
than detracts, as blurred edges give it
the appearance of a uniform and open
landscape. A number of workers’ cottages
in clusters or in lines reveal a typology
that is different to other winelands in the
world, and provides a physical marker of
the mode of operation of the landscape.
On the ‘Vale side’ (B06), however, the
same suite of elements are found in a
grid-like pattern of regular 3-5 hectare
plots with large-scale residential buildings
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B01
Weighted

placed on the crest lines. This format
detracts more than it adds. B05 is a long
linear strip that features a pattern of 19301950’s houses placed at a distance from
the R45. Wolwedans (B04) is a significant
working farm that demonstrates the intact
character of the higher Bottelary Hills. It is
one of the few working farms of this scale
left within the winelands.
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B BOTTELARY
Devon Valley

B01 (6.7) Grade IIIb
DEVON VALLEY

B01 Papegaaiberg
This distinct Renosterveld hilltop marks the western edge of Stellenbosch, and anchors
the town of Stellenbosch to the dramatic peaks of the Hottentot-Hollands Mountains
on the eastern border. Most of the hill is classified as a critical biodiversity area in
degraded state, and a small pocket in natural condition. Ecological support areas are
found around the Plankenburg River on the south-eastern edge. The overall degraded
state of this hilltop is due to its prior function as a forestry plantation and more recent
fire damage. The dominant pattern on the hilltop was determined by the remaining
contour tracks that now act as service roads leading to the infrastructure on top. They
also facilitate social interaction through a Parkrun every Saturday morning. From the
top of Papegaaiberg and along the contour lines, expansive views are found over the
Stellenbosch winelands that terminate in the dramatic Hottentot Hollands Mountain
range. Papegaaiberg is a distinct hilltop that differs in character from nearby mountains
and the Bottelary Hills.
Papegaaiberg got its name from a 14th century Dutch custom for marksmen to

Papegaaiberg entering Stellenbosch on the Polkadraai Road

shoot at a wooden parrot covered in metal sheeting on a long wooden post. The flat
piece of land next to Bosmans Crossing was chosen for this sport. The suburb at the
foot of Papegaaiberg is called Onder-Papegaaiberg or Voeltjiesdorp, and most of
the open space is marked with large Stone Pines which also incorporate the OnderPapegaaiberg Cemetery on the footslopes. Bosman’s Crossing is a small industrial node
situated between the railway line and the Plankenburg River. It is here that the first public
works project was undertaken in 1691 to build the “Steenenbrug”, affording access to
Stellenbosch. There is a protected Archaeological Reserve and stone memorial marking
the site of Bosman’s Crossing where Early Stone Age implements were identified in 1899,
thereby proving the great antiquity of humankind in Southern Africa.
Papegaaiberg is a landscape in recovery and has historic, archaeological, place,
landmark and a high level of social significance. Papegaaiberg should continue to
function as a landmark to the town of Stellenbosch, and be kept free of development. It
has the potential to function as an integrated social space with expansive views.

B02 (7.4) Grade IIIb
DEVON VALLEY

B02 Middelvlei
This landscape unit is an enclosed pocket within the rolling hills. It is slightly tilted towards
the suburb of Onder-Papegaaiberg, giving a visual extension towards the open
vineyards that lends the suburb a rural character. A single drainage line starts at an
indent in the landscape where the farm complex is located, and follows the lowest line
with its associated ecological support area. Rectilinear vineyards follows the alignment
of the contours. This entire land unit has high soil suitability for the production of wine
(viticulture). Middelvlei has significance as an example of a Victorian-era farm werf
within the Stellenbosch area. Being located close to the Bottelary, it has commonality
with other Victorian structures, such as those found at Wolwedans and Fort Simon.
This landscape has historic, rural and scenic significance in its proximity to the suburb of
Onder-Papegaaiberg.

Middelvlei

B03 (7.5) Grade IIIb
DEVON VALLEY

Vineyards

B03 Devon Valley
This landscape unit is an enclosed valley within the rolling Bottelary Hills. The Veldwagters
River, its ecological support area, and the Devon Valley Road is aligned along the lowest
point of the landscape. Regular blocks of vineyards, and sporadic new developments
are evident in this valley. The cultural landscape has been transformed dramatically
in Devon Valley over the last years. Degrading elements have been added to the
landscape, yet it remains one of the most romantic valleys in the study area. Devon
Valley is a dynamic and changing landscape with an active and working community.
Key features in this landscape unit are smaller ‘lifestyle’ farms (as small as 2.4 ha)
and interrupted rows of trees on the edge of boundaries. These interrupted tree lines
on boundaries are one of the elements within this landscape that differs from its
neighbouring pockets in the winelands. On the higher slopes, expansive views are found
towards the dramatic mountains of Stellenbosch. The view from Blumberg Road over
the valley must be one of the most beautiful views in the Stellenbosch winelands. Early
freehold land grants were located on the middle slopes of the western side of the valley.
Petershof is one of the finest examples of a Cape Revival house within the winelands and

Devon Valley with views towards Stellenboschberg

is well hidden among mature trees next to the Devon Valley Road. A number of workers
cottages are seen from the road. These structures, although modest, reveal the working
community within the area where large working farms offer job opportunities. The farm
Champagne is somewhat run-down and altered but the combination of homestead
and farm buildings, together with its mature avenue of trees, has aesthetic, landscape
and architectural significance. A number of nurseries and schools as well as a church
are situated within this valley.
This landscape has significance for its capacity to absorb new development (except
for some intrusive structures and fragmented properties) in a way that retains a scenic,
balanced, textured landscape, and therefore has aesthetic significance with a high level
of resilience. Farm complexes are often associated with workers cottages and these are
often aligned in rows or clusters and reveal the significance of a working community
within the valley. In other areas of the winelands these cottages are being transformed
and therefore lose significance.

B04 (8.45) Grade IIIa
DEVON VALLEY

B04 Wolwedans
The higher slopes of the Devon Valley have not been fragmented by development and
are made up of larger rectilinear vineyards with soft edges where the interface between
rural and wilderness is found. These wilderness areas (critical biodiversity areas in natural
condition) are often aligned with the drainage lines and their associated ecological
support areas. Expansive views are found over the valley and extending towards the
dramatic Stellenbosch Mountains and the Eerste River. Wolwedans is the main historic
site, a deduction of Neethlingshof. This good example of a mid-to-late 19th century
farmhouse is set in a loose werf formation with a variety of ordinary farm buildings of
various ages surrounding it. Mountain bike trails traverse this area as part of a larger
network of trails around the Bottelary Hills. A burial ground for local families with a wellkept whitewashed wall is found within this land unit.

Wolwedans walled burial ground

This landscape unit has significance for its patten on the higher slopes of the Devon
Valley and represents a working farm that has not acquired large scale commercial
infrastructure. It has cultural, scenic aesthetic and social value.

Views towards land unit B04

B05 (7.1) Grade IIIb
DEVON VALLEY

B05 Linear land unit next to R45
This long linear land unit forms the eastern edge of the Devon Valley and runs along the
R45. Pockets of natural vegetation and some remnant plantations are seen on the edges
of the crest. Five drainage lines with ecological support areas drain into the Plankenburg
River. The northernmost drainage line features a pocket of critical biodiversity still in
natural condition. A series of 1930’s to 1950’s farm werfs are located on the sloping
eastern edge, and most of the houses are set on a podium at a distance from the road
with expansive views overlooking the valley towards Simonsberg. High soil suitability
(viticulture) is found on the higher slopes of this land unit. The lower slopes revealed a line
of early freehold land grants all along the entire length of the R45.
Some of the neighbouring mansions from land unit B06, located on the crest, are visual
intrusions. Further intrusive elements are found around the R45 and Bottelary Road
intersection. The pattern of 1930’s-1950’s houses is a reference to an influx of development
in the winelands around that time.

Caltex garage (intrusive), the vineyards of the Sonop farm in the background

Monterosso farm (part of the 1930/50’s pattern of settlement at a distance from the R45)

B06 (5.05) Grade IIIb
DEVON VALLEY

Remnant trees

B06 Vale side
This land unit is situated at the top of the Devon Valley and largely tilts to the east, allowing
views over the lower Bottelary area and superb views back over Devon Valley with a
display across the range of Hottentots Holland Mountains from Simonsberg all the way
to the Helderberg. This land unit is divided into smaller plots ranging from 3 to 5 hectares,
and mainly used as ‘lifestyle’ farms with limited economic viability to support the high
cost of land. Enterprises located here include small-scale wineries, horse, vegetable
and protea farms. The higher slopes feature high quality soils for the production of wine
(viticulture). The locals refer to it as ‘The Vale’ side and it features a private gate at JC Le
Roux that allows access into Devon Valley. Most of the buildings are oversized residential
buildings without any reference to the rural Cape context.
This land unit differs from Devon Valley (B04) in its character, although it is made up of
the same elements. The smaller plots, tree-lined edges and new development appears
artificial, whereas the rest of the Devon Valley (B04) seems to have grown organically.
Castle-like houses, and Tuscan villas are inappropriate, and each 3ha piece of land

Landscape unit B06 shows the effect of smaller land units within the broader cultural landscape

with its two dwellings is being managed differently. From a distance, the smaller land
plots are incoherent and will have a degrading effect on the cultural landscape unless
or until they are screened by large trees. However, the Devonvale golf course is hidden
from major views. This landscape unit has scenic quality.

View over well-maintained vineyards within land unit B06 (now lost to development)

B07 (6.8) Grade IIIb
DEVON VALLEY

Hartenberg entrance

B07 Hartenberg
Hartenberg lies in the elongated foothills of the Bottelary Hills that open towards the
Bottelary Road. This valley has its own character, mostly determined by the management
of the Hartenberg Estate. Large blocks of well-maintained vineyards and a large
wetland are the distinct features in the valley. This landscape features mostly medium soil
suitability (viticulture) with a small piece on the higher slopes of Bottelary Hill. A group of
early freehold land grants are centrally located within this land unit, and Hartenberg was
one of the first farms in the valley to be cultivated, as early as 1692. The farmyard is mostly
transformed, and it is nestled into the valley and represents one of the distinct typologies
of the Bottelary Hills. Here, development intimately follows the drainage lines in the folds
of the Bottelary Hills. An interesting new feature is ‘koffie-klip’ (ferricrete) walling at the
entrance to a vineyard, built from rocks cleared from the land.
This landscape unit has historic, aesthetic and scenic quality.
Hartenberg

Large blocks of vineyards in enclosed valley against Bottelary hills (Hartenberg)

The Bottelary Hills area is characterised
by bush wine footslopes (B08, B11 and
B13) and outstanding pockets of cultural
landscapes around the hilltops on
the edge of rural and wilderness (B09
-B12). The historic pattern of settlement
in the Bottelary Hills follow an intimate
placement of farm werfs next to drainage
lines (B9, B10, B12). Mooiplaas is still in good
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condition, however a number of these
historic structures are in decline. Single
dominant trees (in effect, leftovers) are
characteristic of the area and give it a
somewhat desolate feel. The Municipal
edge of Cape Town jumps across Bottelary
Road and adds to the intrusive land use
and sense of fragmentation along the
road.
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B08 (6.85) Grade IIIb
BOTTELARY HILLS

B08 Welgelegen
This landscape unit is situated against the foothills of Bottelaryberg, with a large pocket
of critical biodiversity area in natural condition around the top of Bottelaryberg. It has
a rather ragged and neglected feel to it with undefined edges, open fallow land, bush
vines and a number of 1930’s to 1950’s houses on the mid slopes. Most of the soil has low
potential for the production of wine (viticulture), but a small rim of high quality soils is
situated close to the top of Bottelary Hill. The landscape tilts, with opening and closing
views as one moves through it towards end of the valley where Welgelegen farm is
located. Welgelegen is part of a historic pattern of settlement in the larger Bottelary
area, where farms are intimately placed in the folds of the Bottelary Hills along drainage
lines. While Welgelegen is much altered, it retains some original fabric, and the original
building is still discernible and there is a walled graveyard with handsome vault (1886).
Early freehold land grants are located on the sides of the sub-valley.

Hartenberg entrance

This landscape unit, although unkempt in its appearance, reveals two patterns of
settlement, one of the 1930’s/1950’s influx and the other of the early Cape Dutch farm
werfs.

Walled burial graveyards

View towards the Bottelary Hills

B09 (8.05) Grade IIIa
BOTTELARY HILLS

B09 Koopmanskloof
This land unit features the rugged foothills of the Bottelary Hills and terminates in the
apex of Bottelaryberg. It forms part of a larger cultural landscape around the Bottelary
Hills with a sense of place that differs from the rest of the more ‘manicured’ Stellenbosch
winelands. The Koopmanskloof Private Nature Reserve is located around the top of
Bottelaryberg. The soils found in this land unit have medium suitability for the production
of wine (viticulture). Rectilinear vineyards are located on the footslopes. Koopmanskloof
is well sited at the head of the valley, north-facing, with a scenic backdrop and
expansive views over the lower Bottelary area. The architecture is rare, being one of the
few TT-shaped houses in the wider region, and additionally having stepped end-gables
(it was a National Monument). The entrance to Koopmanskloof is marked by a rare type
of landscape element, a 1.2km avenue of Olive trees between two roads. Two early
freehold land grants are located on the mid slopes of the foothills.

Entrance to Koopmanskloof.

Features of Koopmanskloof.

B10 (8) Grade IIIa
BOTTELARY HILLS

B10 Bottelary Kloof
The Bottelary Kloof bowl is a dramatic landscape that displays the unique character
of the Bottelary Hills. Here, some of the steep vineyards are planted perpendicular to
contour lines instead of the common practice of planting parallel to contour. Critical
biodiversity areas extend onto ecological support areas along the drainage lines.
High soil suitability for the production of wine (viticulture) is found within the kloof, with
medium soil suitability on the foothills. A typical pattern of settlement is displayed along
the drainage line that follows a tight-knit typology in the valley, while new residential
buildings are often placed on a podium against the valley sides. A node of horse farms
is also located deep within the valley; the distinct white timber fences are a deviation
from the general typology found within the Bottelary hills. Expansive views are afforded
over the lower Bottelary area. Although there have been some alterations to the Klein
Bottelary site, it remains a fine werf with unique structures thereon - some of considerable
age and with a fair amount of intact fabric- and represents a rare remaining example

View into Bottelary kloof

Remnant trees

within the Bottelary. Welgelegen is in poor condition, and sensitive interventions to arrest
its decay should be undertaken urgently. Two long slivers of early freehold land grants
are located on the lower foothills.

Features of Klein-Bottelary

Welgelegen

B11 (5.2) Grade IIIb
BOTTELARY HILLS

B11 Groenland
The lower footslopes of the Bottelary Hills are the structuring element of this landscape.
The alignment of the main road leading up to Mooiplaas follows the drainage line, and
the road transitions through different sets of lined avenues. First, an informal avenue of
Eucalyptus trees, then a stretch of concrete panels directly next to the road, and finally
a formal avenue of London Plane trees. A smaller drainage line with an associated
ecological support area is found at Groenland. A neat rectilinear pattern of vineyards
with an open feel is characteristic of this landscape unit. This land unit jumps the Bottelary
road to the other side and adds to the small stretches of scenic routes along the Bottelary
road. High quality soils for the production of wine (viticulture) are located along the
southernmost edge of this land unit. The Edwardian villa with Cape Revival gable (1914)
located on Groenland is a landmark next to the road.
This landscape unit has aesthetic, scenic and landmark quality. Apart from a number

Series of avenues leading up towards Mooiplaas

of smaller residential units and a few cluttered werfs, the overall landscape is still free
from large scale intrusive development. This landscape unit is under pressure from urban
sprawl and insensitive development, being located in such close proximity to Kraaifontein
and Kuils River.

B12 (8.15) Grade IIIa
BOTTELARY HILLS

Mooiplaas

B12 Mooiplaas
The historic Mooiplaas farm is nestled in the northern slopes of the Bottelary hills.
Vineyards transition into the Renosterveld on rounded hillsides with large shrubs lining
the valleys. Wilderness areas are critical biodiversity areas in natura condition, and two
areas on the farm are a nature reserve. The historic homestead, with its unique front
gable, has a werf wall around it but remains closely integrated into to the landscape
with its lush vegetation and overgrown archways. The relationship between homestead
and garden is intimate. Views looking down into the valley all the way to the Durbanville
Hills are afforded from the stoep of the manor house.
This landscape unit has a high level of historic, scenic and aesthetic quality with a display
of an intimate relationship between the natural and man-made domain. Any large
scale development will compromise the integrity of this landscape unit.

Mooiplaas

B13 (6.1) Grade IIIb
BOTTELARY HILLS

B13 Kuils River Edge
This unit represents the furthest edge of the Stellenbosch winelands moving into Kuils River.
Its northwestern edge is defined by a sandy valley bottom with exotic trees, where signs
of dumping are evident. Open grazing fields are located against the slope together with
a modest farmhouse complex. Rolling vineyards on medium suitability soils (viticulture)
act as gateway to the Stellenbosch winelands. A large area of critical biodiversity in
natural condition is located on the higher slopes of the hill. A large intrusive white-walled
development sits on the mid slope of the hill. This double-storey Cape Dutch-inspired
building negates the character of the Bottelary Hills in size and position. It stands out and
dominates the landscape and is an example of a development that detracts from the
Cape Winelands cultural landscape.

Intrusive development entering the Bottelary Road towards Stellenbosch

B14 (6) Grade IIIb
BOTTELARY HILLS

B14 Hazendal
The historic farm Hazendal is located on the northern side of the Bottelary Road and is a
small distinct unit that acts as a gateway on entering the winelands. A large Stone Pine
avenue with an entrance gateway is located on the edge of this unit. Moving along,
a beautiful set of vineyards on the valley bottom and the sides of the Bottelary River
contributes value to this stretch of scenic route. Manicured vineyards contrast with the
portion of the property where poorly-planned and invasive transmission lines give it a
neglected character. Hazendal was a “genesis site” for the development of the Bottelary.
It has a very fine Cape Dutch werf, with architectural and associational significance
including slavery. Although some unfortunate interventions have occurred, both at the
scale of the werf and its defining structures as well as in the wider landscape, the site
still retains a high degree of cultural significance and remains deserving of its PHS status.
The place has considerable historical, architectural, contextual, scenic and landscape
significance.

Hazendal

Features of Hazendal

The lower Bottelary stretches intermittently from
Bottelary Road in the south to the R45 on the
eastern border and the N1 to the north. Here
slopes of less than 1:10 characterise the area.
Land use alternates between vineyards (B16,
B17 and B21) to chicken broilers, tree nurseries,
some mining activity as well as brickworks (B18
- B20). The variety of land uses impacts the

character of the land. Undefined edges, open
fallow land, leftover sand mines (now dams),
ruins and cluttered farm werfs give this area a
neglected feel. A number of land units detract
from the overall character associated with the
Stellenbosch winelands and need a form of
intervention to improve the quality thereof.
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B15 (5.7) Grade IIIb
LOWER BOTTELARY

B15 Bellevue
Most of this land unit consists of the farm Bellevue (Hou Den Bek). It is situated on the
low-lying floodplains of the Bottelary River with its associated ecological support area.
It has low quality soils to support the production of wine (viticulture). This werf is unique
in its physical relationship to the Table Mountain Range, as well as its high degree of
authenticity. The farm has a number of large remnant Stone Pine trees, giving parts of
the site a forgotten feel. One of the early freehold land grants coincides with the werf.
This land unit has high historical, architectural, aesthetic, contextual and scenic
significance. It has a degree of social significance, and an association with slavery.
Intrusive elements include a new road alignment, and transmission lines.

Bellevue (intrusive pylons)

Bellevue

B16 (5.8) Grade IIIb
LOWER BOTTELARY

B16 Middle Vineyards
This land unit comprises larger open vineyards with a few built structures and a wetland
that runs through the lowest part of the land. Small pockets of critical biodiversity areas in
natural condition are located around the ecological support areas of the drainage line.
Beautiful views are afforded back towards the dramatic peaks of the Stellenbosch and
Simonsberg mountains, while other parts of this landscape enjoy a sense of enclosure
from the slight bowl created by the low-rolling landscape. Soils on the western side of
the drainage line are of low quality for viticulture, while the eastern side of the river has
medium soil suitability. Darker patches in the landscape depict well-maintained citrus
tree orchards. On the small crestline, the landscape tilts towards Kraaifontein, affording
wide views that gives this land unit a special sense of place.

View over bush vines towards the Stellenbosch mountains

Citrus orchards

B17 (3.8) Grade IIIc
LOWER BOTTELARY

NCW

B17 Combination of land uses against the N1
This land unit is grouped as a combination of property sizes, land uses and views. One
of the edges to this land unit tilts towards Kraaifontein, resulting in an interesting edge
condition to the Cape Winelands. A clearly defined edge between built structures
and vineyards creates a rather stark and odd interface from rural to urban, without any
transition except for the double line of security fencing. The strip of land between the R101
and Sandringham Road features many citrus tree orchard blocks with homes scattered
in a uniform pattern. Long linear patterns of crops without built structures borders the N1,
while several nurseries are located along the R45 in close proximity to the N1. The edge
along the R45 is regarded as non-conservation worthy due to its degraded nature.

View towards Kraaifontein

B18 (2) NCW
LOWER BOTTELARY

Burial ground

B18 Rehabilitation Centre
Open fallow land with small houses form part of a Provincial rehabilitation centre. A large
part of the open fallow land features critical biodiversity areas still in natural condition
with ecological support areas around the drainage lines. A stark cluster of Eucalyptus
trees marking a burial ground is found on this property. Expansive views are directed over
the Stellenbosch mountains. The rehabilitation centre with many dilapidated structures
(many 1930’s/1950’s) is considered a degraded land use. The linear distribution of small
homes does not take advantage of available arable land in a sustainable way. Further
investigation is needed to better understand this site.
Although in a dilapidated state and regarded as NCW (non-conservation worthy), this
landscape has scenic and ecological significance.

View towards clump of trees and burial grounds

Neglected land use at

B19 (2) NCW
LOWER BOTTELARY

B19 Brickworks, chicken broilers, open fallow land, and old mine works
This landscape unit runs along the R45 and extends around to the Bottelary Road. It
consists of open fallow land, with chicken broilers in contrast to vineyards on the opposite
side of the road. Small areas of critical biodiversity in natural condition are found within
the pockets of ecological support areas. The very different land use in the context of
the winelands creates the impression that this land unit is out of place. Several untidy
properties are located along the Bottelary Road, with intrusive functions that include
an open sand mine and a brickworks. The road environment is negative and less scenic
than the other routes in the area.
This landscape unit has potential for rehabilitation and sensitive development in order to
improve the quality of the landscape. Except for two small pockets the most of this unit
has been degraded to such a degree that the entire landscape is considered as NCW
(non-conservation) worthy.

Bottelary Road

Wild Clover

B20 (5.55) Grade IIIb
LOWER BOTTELARY

B20 Small pocket of manicured vineyards
The land unit is situated on the low-rolling slopes of the Lower Bottelary Area on soils
with medium suitability for the production of wine (viticulture). Here the slope slightly
tilts towards the Krom RIver Valley with expansive views towards Simonsberg and the
larger network of Stellenbosch mountains. The unit does not feature any significant
critical biodiversity or ecological support areas. Evenly distributed clusters of homes and
vineyards are a desirable contrast to the irregular land uses in unit B19.
This unit has scenic and aesthetic significance in the context of the R304. The loss of
vineyards will have a degrading effect on the larger cultural landscape.

Character
is
defined
through
consideration of a combination of
the natural, cultural and perceptual
elements that make up the grain of the
landscape that exists today. The Eerste
River valley is divided into four distinct
character areas. These character
areas are the rolling Bottelary Hills to the
west, the floodplain around the Eerste
River, the central rolling hills, and the
rugged Helderberg mountains with
their foothills to the east. Apart from
the Eerste River, the following major
routes also act as dividers within the
landscape: Baden Powell Drive, R44
towards Somerset West and Polkadraai
Road. Smaller landscape units, each
with their own localised character are
the building blocks of these areas.

C EERSTE RIVER
Landscape Character
Areas

Eerste River Unit, View towards Stellenbosch,
Helderberg to the East, and Bottelary to the West

C EERSTE RIVER
Landscape Character
Areas

The Stellenbosch Farms area is marked by
the rolling Bottelary Hills to west and Baden
Powell Drive to the east. The main structural
element that determines the character of
this area is rolling hills with tree-rich hilltops.
In this section the Stellenbosch Kloof Road
(C02 and C03) is a special feature, aligned
to the old wagon route from Cape Town,
and presenting a pattern of historic farms
with their werfs displayed along the road.
It is significant that this historic pattern of

Cape Dutch architectural landmarks along
the road has not yet been compromised
by large scale agri-industrial structures.
Unlike many other historic patterns that
have been engulfed by development,
these places are still visible from the road.
The sense of enclosure along this route with
its scenic quality adds to its significance.
The Stellenbosch Municipal boundary
is
under
constant
pressure
from
inappropriate development, therefore

C Eerste River Landscape Unit Rating
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the rural character of landscape unit
C01 around Vlaeberg Road must be
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and Lynedoch (C08).
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C01 (7.15) Grade IIIb
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

Intrusive development

C01 Western edge of the Stellenbosch Municipal area
Located on the southern edge of the Bottelary Hills, views terminate in the apex of
Kanonkop, with its tree-rich hilltop. The rolling foothills extend along the western edge of
the Stellenbosch Municipal boundary. The Vlaeberg River corridor constitutes a structural
determinant of the landscape. The river corridor presents ecological support areas and
small pockets of critical biodiversity areas. The alignment of the Vlaeberg Road follows
the river where a pattern of settlement and agriculture is found. Gate-posts with avenues
of trees and a few stand-alone landmark trees are among the distinctive features in this
land unit. A number of workers’ cottages are seen along this corridor. The Polkadraai
Road presents expansive views over the Eerste River Valley and False Bay. Diversity in the
landscape is revealed as one travels along the Vlaeberg Road. The functional elements
that make up the pattern within the landscape are geometric vineyards with their
associated Irrigation dams, and a variety of tree nurseries. The majority of the vineyards
and general agriculture is located on medium soil suitability with a pocket of high soil
suitability in the area north of Polkadraai Road.

Reyneke

The significance of this land unit lies in its agricultural character and aesthetic appeal,
with the ability to accommodate variations in rural land use. The Zetlers strawberry field
with its associated infrastructure detracts from the landscape character. This land unit
acts as an important boundary that maintains the rural character of the Stellenbosch
Municipal Area. This area could be degraded through urban creep from the Cape Town
Urban Edge if left unchecked or unmanaged.

Reyneke

Workers Cottage

C02 (8.6) Grade II
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

Tree rich hilltop
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C02 Enclosed bowl with prominent historic pattern
This enclosed land unit sits as a bowl within the rolling Bottelary Hills. A valley line runs
through the middle and forms the backbone to all the natural and cultural layers found
within this unit. A small area of critical biodiversity is found in the upper reaches of
Ribbokkop and the valley bottom functions as an ecological support area.
The key features are the rolling vineyards set against the tree-rich hilltops of the Bottelary
Hills, and views back towards the Stellenbosch mountains add a special quality to the
sense of place. Irregular vineyards following the contours and associated irrigation dams
in the valley create a balanced yet diverse texture. High soil suitability (wine production)
is found on the east- and south-facing slopes. The Stellenbosch Kloof Road follows the
alignment of the old wagon route and now terminates in the last farm called Jordan.
The first freehold land grants lie parallel to the road and river and form the base for the
historic settlement pattern. This pattern is a display of typical Cape Dutch settlement
dating from the 1700’s, with the oldest being Uiterwijk (De Waal), the parent farm that

Bottelary Hills

Farmstead
tree cluster

ac)

Irrigation dam

follows almost the exact alignment of this landscape unit. The farm werfs located as a
pattern along this road are some of the finest in the area, many of them form landmarks
directly adjacent to the road.
This sub-valley has very high landscape significance, exhibiting the unique interplay
between wilderness, the rural landscape and the pattern of settlement that is so
characteristic of the Cape Winelands, and it is largely untouched by large-scale modern
housing and infrastructural developments. Intrusive stand-alone residential mansions
are visible on the upper reaches of the Bottelary Hills. These components are intrusive in
terms of their size and position in the landscape.

C03 (8.5) Grade II

Tree rich hilltop

STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA
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C03 Southern Bottlelary, elongated foothills and intimate settlement pattern
The southern Bottelary Hills, with elongated foothills and large folds, hold in place
the four drainage lines together with their ecological support areas and associated
infrastructure. In this land unit the trees lead down from the hilltops to follow the valley
lines in the form of planted avenues, and a close-knit relationship exists between the
historic farm structures and their placement within the landscape.
The landscape opens to the Polkadraai Road with expansive views over the Eerste River
valley, and distinctive entrances (such as Neethlingshof, the first freehold farm) are
visible from the road. A large portion of critical biodiversity area is found in the upper
Riverklip valley of the By-den-Weg farm. Irregular vineyards and irrigation dams with

Neethlingshof Label by Dug Powell (from Neethlingshof’s website)

Homesteads
Irregular
vineyards

typical white-washed Cape Dutch werfs are other prominent features in this land unit.
High soil suitability is found on the crest of the convex folds.
The significance of this land unit is its display of an intimate relationship between people
and nature, exhibiting the unique interplay between wilderness, the rural landscape and
the pattern of settlement that is so characteristic of the Cape Winelands. The Stellenbosch
Kloof Road pattern (C02) extends into this land unit. Any large-scale development,
especially on the crests of these folds, will be against the inherent character of this
unique landscape. Some intrusive structures are found at the intersection of Polkadraai
and Stellenbosch Kloof Road.

C04 (5.1) Grade IIIb
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

C04 12-15ha Smallholdings
A low-lying ridge separates this land unit from land unit C02, but views extend all the way
to the crest of the tree-rich Bottelary Hills. A series of dams are situated along a small
drainage line in the eastern corner where a rectangular grid dominates the pattern
of smaller 12-15ha plots. The drainage line acts as an ecological support area. The
western part of this land unit has high soil suitability (wine production), and small farm
settlements on land parcels of increasing size. Since the 1950’s it was predominantly used
for viticulture but by 2000 ‘lifestyle’ farm plots have developed around the drainage line.
A historic outspan is located in this land unit, which carries cultural significance as
part of a wider pattern of outspans and commonages in the cultural landscape of
Stellenbosch. The outspan was situated against the old wagon route (now Polkadraai),

Mudersvlei entrance gate

but in its current state is not readily recognisable as such. This land unit has a smallholding
agricultural character with dense planting that mitigates the effect of the suburbanstyle houses that are alien to the architectural character of the greater Stellenbosch
area. Insensitive development and a loss of vegetation will have a degrading effect on
the larger landscape.

C05 (2) Grade IIIc
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

C05 Dense smallholdings on 1.5 to 2ha Plots
Access to this land unit is gained from a road that runs parallel to the Polkadraai
Road, but on a lower level. This secondary road directs the structure of this land
unit into a regular linear pattern. The densely vegetated border to the smaller 1.5
to 2ha plots opens up to views towards Ribbokkop. The image below was taken
on the edge of these plots, showing the dense trees and the potential views from
the plots. This dense unit of small holdings formed part of a former cultivated
landscape. Various businesses and residential units are located here, with very
little historic reference. A mix of fences and walls clutters the edge. This entire unit
is classified as non-conservation worthy.
The structure of the vegetation along the edge of road screens development,
and its loss (or replacement with fences) would have a degrading effect on the
larger landscape.

Views from edge of landscape unit, showing views towards Bottelary Hills

Views towards
Bottelary Hill

Road
draai
Polka

Longlands Country
Estate (intrusive)

C06 (6.7) Grade IIIb
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

C06
Larger
Agricultural
landscape

C06 Agri-industrial Vlottenburg node with its larger agricultural landscape
The main structural element in this landscape unit is the gentle convex hill with
large Eucalyptus trees on the eastern edge, where Vlottenburg is located.
The lowest point in the landscape is on the eastern boundary and is also the
location of a drainage line. It is an agri-industrial zone with landmark quality
industrial buildings of the early 20th century along the eastern boundary, such
as Van Rhyns distillery. The railway line is evidence of efficient infrastructure that
once serviced the economy of the winelands. Transmission lines appear to form
the boundary between the agri-industrial node and the larger agricultural
landscape, where larger vineyards in rectangular blocks dominate the pattern
and contrast to a radial pattern of trees found on the edge of the Vlottenburg
node.
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interesting mix of historic structures, a long Victorian building and layered
warehouses and factory buildings contribute to this industrial node. Van
Rhyn’s ‘tower’ has landmark and gateway significance when travelling on the
R310. Access to railway transport and occupation by various income groups
within a small radius adds to the development potential of this node, under
strict guidelines.

A freehold farm was allocated just west of today’s historic werf of Digteby. An

This land unit is an Important gateway and landmark leading towards
Stellenbosch. The potential of this agri-industrial unit as an integrated (mixed
use and income) node along the railway line should be noted. The suburban
Longlands development is an intrusion into the agricultural landscape. No
development should occur beyond the transmission lines, but rather be
located in land unit C07.

Van Rhyns distillery

Polkadraai warehouse

C07 (6.15) Grade IIIb
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

C07 Open fallow land
This land unit is a flat piece of land between the Polkadraai Road and the railway
line with the Baden Powell road cutting through it. The fallow land between
Polkadraai and the R310 is currently used for the display of wild animals that is
eye-catching but seems out of place. Open views towards the Bottelary Hills
and the Stellenbosch mountains are seen from the road. Two of the earliest
freehold farms are found in this small portion of land and the small wedge
between the railway line and Polkadraai road is an outspan area. This outspan
was situated at the convergence of two historic wagon routes and still has a
commpage character to it, where cows graze and remnant fence lines give
a rather unkempt impression. It is important that historically open and outspan
areas are kept for the communal use of the people of Stellenbosch. This can be
in the form of communal facilities such as cemeteries, landfill sites and alignment
of highways, but they should also be able to function as they did historically, as

Open fallow land

nature resources or grazing land and to provide a facility for social interaction.
The significance of this plain piece of land lies in its potential to facilitate a
degree of acceptable change without impacting its role as part of a larger rural
landscape, especially on the western edge bordering Vlottenburg. The outspan
area is threatened by the proposed western bypass alignment.

Neglected land

C08 (6.6) Grade IIIb
STELLENBOSCH FARMS AREA

ESA sites recorded (Seddon 1967)

C07 Fine grained scattered, yet ordered landscape
The Land unit features gradual south-east facing slopes with a single drainage
line just off the northern boundary leading into the Eerste River. The contrast with
the flat floodplains of the Eerste River elevates the scenic quality. It is visible from
Baden Powell Drive as well as the Annandale road with expansive views back
towards the Stellenbosch mountain range. Characteristically rural in character
with a textured balance in its coloured patchwork of vineyards interlaced with
vegetated edges and small pockets of settlement. Most of this pocket has high
soil suitability for vineyards. The railway line forms the southern boundary to
this land unit. Early Stone Age tools found were found on the slopes of this land
unit, and a first freehold farm is found on a large stretch of the south-eastern
boundary.
The Sustainability Institute’s Eco Village (with school and wetland) is a good
example of integration of mixed income and use. The hamlet is situated around

Lynedoch Eco Village

the Drie Gewels Hotel, one of the finest examples of Cape Revival houses within
the winelands. In the 1980’s it hosted music concerts associated with the Voelvry
movement (a genre of anti-apartheid Afrikaans music). The site has a degree
of architectural, landmark, historical, artistic and contextual significance next
to the R310. The Eco Village is situated in close proximity to Lynedoch railway
station, which has a very invasive and bulky concrete pedestrian bridge over
the road, and a giant strawberry is the landmark for a filling station and store.
The edge of the rolling hills adds value to the to the scenic route as one enters
the Cape Winelands from the N2. Its typology is of a very fine grain with a
scattered, yet ordered feel. Taking into account the history and associations of
this landscape unit, any form of development especially needs to challenge
the current tendencies (gated exclusion) and to pioneer an integrated society.

The Eerste River Floodplain Area, between the
Eerste River and R310, exhibits typical layering
and pattern of settlement that includes historic
structures at Vredenberg (C14), Troughend
(C13), Vredenheim (C12), Spier, Welmoed (C11),
Klein Welmoed (Usana)(C10)and Meerlust (C09).
Enclosed views are found towards the Eerste
River with the Helderberg beyond. A number of
wetlands are found towards the river as water

of the river and its pools was that as long as you
helped to clean rubbish and litter from the pools
in the beginning of the summer season you were
allowed to swim. The historic commonage area
and intact natural pockets found in C12 is another
significant element within the floodplain area. The
area has a degree of historical, architectural,
scenic, aesthetic and contextual significance.

drains towards the lowest point in the landscape.
Granite outcroppings are a typical element found
on all farms, together with their composition of
river and historic structures. Members of the
public repeatedly complained about the decline
of access to the Eerste River for communal
recreational activities. Access to the river is
increasingly lost due to security fencing by private
landowners. The unwritten rule of communal use

C Eerste River
Floodplain Area
C09- C14

First Freehold land grants around the Eerste River.
Traced from ‘The Southwestern Cape Colony 16571750 freehold land grants
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C09 (8) Grade IIIa
EERSTE RIVER FLOODPLAIN AREA

C09 Meerlust
This land unit is situated on both sides of Baden Powell Drive (R310). It is the first land unit
that acts as a gateway to the winelands from the N2. The Meerlust dam sits on either
side of the road and the wind pump standing in the water has become a distinctive
landmark as one enters the winelands. Meerlust is one of the oldest wine farms in the
region. There are various heritage structures, as well as the handsome Cape Dutch house
and outbuildings, one of them being a 17th century three-aisled barn originally used as
a granary. Meerlust also has a very distinct avenue of Palm trees, interplanted with Oaks.
The site has remained largely unaltered over the centuries, apart from the addition of
the dam and quarry in the mid 1900’s. The rest of the land unit consists of straight-edged
vineyards and open fallow land. Early freehold farms are found along the Eerste River.
An intrusive white warehouse stands next to the road. A critical biodiversity area in the
form of a valley bottom wetland exists in the north-western corner and around the large
quarry. Cochoqua descendants mentioned graves near the quarry, which needs further
investigation. The eastern edge of the unit is formed by the vegetated Eerste River. The
western edge features the De Wijnlanden residential estate which is visually intrusive and

Meerlust walled graveyard

contrary to the landscape character of the unit.
This land unit is a gateway to the Cape Winelands, with a strong historic pattern still
evident and expansive views over the study area. Threat comes from the encroaching
Cape Town Urban Edge and this urban development pattern should be curbed along
the western edge of the landscape unit.

Meerlust avenue

Meerlust dovecot

C10 (7.8) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER FLOODPLAIN AREA

C10 Klein Welmoed (Usana)
This land unit is situated between the Eerste River and Baden Powell Drive, on the
floodplains with gradients less than 1:10. The single werf on this land unit is called Usana
(Klein Welmoed), and a focus on chicken and livestock farming results in the overall
character of a distinct green unit of predominant pasture land. The Vlaeberg River drains
into the Eerste River in the northern section of the unit, with this area displaying ecological
support areas and critical biodiversity pockets. Expansive views are found over the study
area, all the way to the Stellenbosch mountains and Bottelary Hills, with enclosed views
next to the densely vegetated Eerste River corridor. Soils are not significantly suitable for
vineyards, but acceptable for grazing. The entire length of the Eerste River formed part
of the early freehold land grants allocated to ‘free burgers’ between 1657 and 1750.
Klein Welmoed has an intact and authentic werf with avenues of trees, werf walls and
pasture land.

Workers cottage at the intersection of the Baden Powell and Vlaeberg Road

The site contributes to the understanding of the historic pattern of settlement between
the R310 and Eerste River, where insensitive development contrary to the scale, density
and pattern of the Eerste River floodplain area is an increasing threat.

C11 (7.55) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER FLOODPLAIN AREA

C11 Spier and Welmoed
This land unit is set against the green belt of the Eerste River with views to the Helderberg
beyond, with Spier being one of the well-known farms in the region. A non-perennial
drainage line flows into the Eerste River on the northern section of the unit, resulting
in a large drainage basin as an extensive ecological support area. A sizeable critical
biodiversity area is located along the river and dams on the Spier property. The Eerste
River with dense vegetation plays an anchoring role within the unit, forming the eastern
boundary. An interesting combination of granite outcropping near the historic structures
and the Eerste River revealed itself as a pattern all along the Eerste River corridor. At the
intersection of Annandale Road and the R310 a modest church building with surrounding
structures has landmark significance. This unit forms part of a pattern of settlement of
early freehold land grants along the Eerste River. Spier, is a major commercial venture,
with a number of degraded elements such as the parking lot next to the R310, but the

Spier (Historic Image from Spier website: http://www.spier.co.za/farm/heritage)

Spier farm werf has recently been reconfigured. It is well known for its collection of gables.
Spier formed part of one of the first wine routes established in 1971, and Early Stone
Age artefacts were found in its vineyards. Welmoed has been severely transformed by
the industrialisation of farming activities with the presence of larger sheds around the
historic werf, but it still has historic, architectural and associational significance. This werf
typifies the erosion of historic werfs along the Eerste River corridor during the latter half
of the 20th century, whereby the sense of place of the whole has been eroded due to
subdivision and the inappropriate placement of large agri-industrial sheds.
Large scale agricultural development threatens the significant historic pattern of
settlement, distinct to the Eerste River corridor.

C12 (7.5) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER FLOODPLAIN AREA

C12 Commonage and Renosterveld with archaelogical sites
The Bonte and Blouklip Rivers drain into the Eerste River basin in the west of this land unit
and feature ecological support areas. The central area of the unit presents a significant
critical biodiversity Renosterveld area that coincides with the historic commonage.
Here natural pockets and fallow land directs the pattern, and several archaeological
sites were recorded. The soils are not particularly suitable for vineyards, hence historic
evidence of intermittent crop fields, with some vineyards, especially along the river basin.
The highest point of the unit is located along the southern boundary, with a gradual
slope to the river basin. This largely flat landscape affords views toward the Bottelary
Hills and the Helderberg Mountains. Vlottenburg farm has an interesting werf, where the
layout and directed views towards the landscape are of much higher significance than
the surrounding, framing structures. Vredenheim forms part of the Eerste River settlement

View towards the Helderberg Mountains

pattern, with a strong association with slavery, and the werf has a degree of rarity to it.
One of the significant features in this land unit is the historic commonage area with its
intact Renosterveld and archeological sites. Any development that detracts from this
feature in the landscape should be discouraged.

C13 (6.65) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER FLOODPLAIN AREA

C13 Upper Vredenburg with strong windbreaks
This land unit is largely flat and part of the Eerste River Floodplain. Large Eucalyptus
windbreaks are a distinct feature, as well as a centrally placed werf. Eerste River forms
the eastern vegetated boundary and ecological support areas follow this line. The
windbreaks create a sense of enclosure with a textured and uniform geometric pattern.
Granite outcrops are seen along the eastern boundary. Upper Vredenburg has buildings
that are of some age and create a fine, if modest historic farm settlement amongst the
surrounding agricultural landscape and interesting Palm avenue.
This distinct land unit with its strong windbreak edges is part of the distinctive settlement
pattern found between the Eerste River and the R310 and has a high degree of historical,
architectural, scenic aesthetic and contextual significance.

Strong tree lined pattern within its broader landscape context

C17 Land unit with strong windbreak
edges, bordering the Eerste Riv

C14 (7.25) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER FLOODPLAIN AREA

C14 Klein Vredenburg the edge of Stellebosch.
The southern boundary of the Eerste River anchors the site with extensive ecological
support areas. A non-perennial drainage line connects with the Eerste River on the
western boundary, while a remnant windbreak is a strong geometric feature on the
upward slope towards Technopark. A large part of the landscape unit presents undefined
pasture land and a workers’ housing complex. During the public participation process,
some of the comments related to the Eerste River at this point. There was open access
to the recreational use of the Eerste River that is increasingly fenced, and a hang
bridge allowed access to the other side of the river. A large concentration of the early
freehold land grants occupy this area, adding to the significance of this land unit, while

Klein Vredenburg

Workers cottage

agricultural use declined in the 2000’s. This land unit reads with the Klein Vredenburg werf
on the Urban Edge. The farm has specific significance of a layered werf, with associated
family ownership during periods of early land grants, commercialisation following the
Phylloxera outbreak, and more recent institutional/research functions. The farm has
all the typical physical elements of a Cape Dutch werf, but also exhibits a fine Cape
Revival building (likely designed by Kendall) that replaced the main homestead. The
site holds a very high degree of historical, architectural, aesthetic, contextual, scenic,
and associational significance. It is a rare and fine example currently under threat from
development.

The central rolling hills of the Eerste River,
associated with gradients of less than 1:10, are
divided into smaller segments by three small
streams that find their origin in the Helderberg
and run into the Eerste River: the Blouklip, Bonte
and Moddergats River. It is along these streams
that we find the first freehold farms. Large areas
of historic commonage (C16 and C19) correlate
with some of the critical biodiversity areas which
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adds to the significance and potential of this
central area. The historic mission town of Raithby
(C23) is a special node within this landscape
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vicinity. The historic werf of Happy Vale (VerdrukMy-Niet)(C23) has special landmark significance.
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associated with the production of strawberries
(C16 and C20). Another set of important land
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C15 (7.7) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C15 Well-defined landscape feature on the southwestern edge of Stellenbosch
Distinct rectilinear vineyards on a gradual slope that sits as a rural finger on the
southwestern edge of Stellenbosch. Wedged between the Eerste River, Technopark
and De Zalze Estate, the slope rises toward Technopark on the crest, where most of
this office park is hidden behind a tree line. The service roads between the vineyards
lie perpendicular to the slope, directing views towards the dramatic mountains as an
uninterrupted view. This rural landmark is a well-defined landscape feature entering into
Stellenbosch from the Polkadraai Road. The central area of the northern slopes has high
soil suitability, declining towards the eastern edge. Smaller blocks in an irregular pattern
of field crops and vineyards denotes the west and southern edge of this land unit, referring
to historic commonage. A large historic freehold farm is located in close proximity to Die
Boord. The historic Fleurbaix site is particularly vulnerable to agri-industrial development
which has already impacted the site. The suburban sprawl of Stellenbosch is a threat to
this unique heritage site and its broader landscape.
Agricultural landscape attributes a specific rural character to the town of Stellenbosch

Important landscape unit maintaining the rural feel entering Stellenbosch on the Polkadraai Road

with significant views from the Polkadraai Road entering Stellenbosch. Any development
in this land unit would compromise the rural character of Stellenbosch.

C16 (5.9) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C16 Zetlers, Brakelsdal
The R44 forms the eastern boundary of this land unit, with Annandale Road being the
lowest point and the site rising along the R44. Critical biodiversity areas in a degraded
area is seen on the strip next to the R44 with ecological support areas found around the
Blouklip River running parallel to Annandale Road. Views are directed over the Eerste
River valley. The entire site is dominated by the use of large agri-industrial sheds and
infrastructure relating to the production of strawberries. Most of the historic features
are found around the R44 and Annandale crossing, among the clutter of a working
farm. The early freehold farm grant is along the Annandale road, and a large portion
of this land unit was part of the historic commonage. A landmark feature, a block of
large Stone Pines, traverses the road into this unit, framing the R44 as a gateway towards
Stellenbosch.
This land unit sits at a crossroads with some landmark quality and views over the Eerste
River valley. Agri-industry that spread into adjacent land units could be a real threat to
the inherent integrity of the landscape, however, strawberry fields could be managed in
designated strawberry areas, rather than scattered throughout the landscape.

Zetlers Strawberry Farm (intrusive)

Strawberry fields (intrusive)

C17 (6.4) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C17 Annandale Road
This landscape unit is defined by a rolling landscape with distant views towards
the Stellenbosch mountains through a highly articulated agricultural environment.
Annandale Road cuts through this landscape unit, with the northern section sloping up
and continuing down towards the Bonte River where the early freehold land grants were
allocated. The southern section of the unit is bound by the Bontevlei Stream and features
a number of dams. Farm werfs, workers’ housing, dams and rows of trees punctuate
this rolling landscape next to the Annandale Road, but devoid of regular pattern.
The north-western section of the unit has a rectangular pattern of vineyards and field
crops, on medium suitable soils. Workers’ cottages in the cultural landscape adds to its
significance. A large area of commonage is found in this land unit.
This landscape shows a highly articulated agricultural environment, enclosed by rolling
hills on all sides, and far views towards the Helderberg Mountains. It has scenic and
contextual significance.

Dilapidated greenhouse structures next to the Annandale Road

Dilapidated greenhouse structures next to the Annandale Road

C18 (6.3) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C18 Land unit spanning the R44
This landscape unit sits on either side of The R44 with a rather uniform and balanced
texture. The rolling landscape is open to intermittent views across the Eerste River valley
along the R44, and extensive views are found towards the Helderberg Mountains and
Bottelary Hills. The eastern section displays more rolling landscape, leading up to the
footslopes of the Helderberg. Ecological support areas are located along the drainage
lines that runs through this area. The landscape is divided into a regular pattern of
rectangular or square crop fields, grazing or vineyards, with several small farm dams with
vegetation. The expansive views and rolling landscape with predominantly agricultural
activities create a unique sense of place. The best agricultural soils are located in
the eastern section with some good soils in the central area. A large outspan area,
Mietjiesvallei (1902 Stellenbosch Division Plan), is located along the present R44, which
used to be an old wagon route. The western section of the unit also features a portion of
historic commonage. The area has been under continuous cultivation, but the present
pattern is fairly recent.

Vineyards in land unit C18

View over central rolling hills

The Mietjiesvallei outspan area represents the major heritage aspect of significance.
Expansive views and consistent agricultural land use that defines the present and
relatively recent pattern within the landscape is significant. It is unique for a calibrated
typology to presents such a scenic and balanced landscape.

Intrusive development structures

C19 (6.25) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C19 Central Commonage
This rather hidden landscape is rich in texture with expansive 360 degree views over the
Helderberg, Bottelary Hills and False Bay. The combination of wilderness and cultivated
landscape that varies in use from vineyards to field crops and open fallow land are the
building blocks of this rural landscape. The central rolling foothills directs the structure of
this land unit with streams flowing from the mostly convex bulging of the land. Ecological
support areas are found around these drainage lines, and north of Raithby areas of
critical biodiversity are found in the intact Renosterveld pockets. The only access to this
land unit is via a gravel road from Annandale. The highest point of the central rolling hills
has good quality soil, while the rest of the rolling landscape is of medium quality with the
concave folds around drainage lines of low quality. A small area of early freehold land
grants is seen in the south western corner close to Raithby. A large area of commonage
on the northern border next to Annandale Road, features small plots of different
agricultural use, some with dilapidated greenhouse structures. An outspan (‘Lot no1’) is
situated directly next to the commonage, and at that intersection, a cairn of rocks is a
landmark feature in the fork of the road. The ‘Compagnies drift’ outspan starts as a small
unit next to the Eerste River and stretches up the slope. These outspan areas were placed
in close proximity to an old wagon route that used to traverse this central area.
This land unit has significance for its historic layering of commonage and outspan areas
and the secluded character from the rest of the Stellenbosch Municipal area. Therefore
it has a high degree of historic, scenic, aesthetic and associated cultural significance.
The commonage has the potential to address some of the social needs of access to
land for crop production, recreational areas and access to medicinal plants.

Cairn of rocks

Helderberg

Renosterveld

Bottelary hills

C20 (2) NCW
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C20 Strawberry farm on Annandale Road
This entire land unit is seen as an intrusion in the landscape. It consists of large-scale
greenhouse structures and open strawberry fields lined with agricultural plastic. Its
predominant pattern is consistent, but its character and scale is entirely contrasting to
that of the surrounding landscape. The soils are not particularly suitable for viticulture,
hence a variety of field crops were planted over the years. Only the easternmost corner
of the unit forms part of the historic commonage, otherwise there are no other historic
sites within the unit. The landscape has a slight fall to the west, thereby focusing views
towards the larger Eerste River valley and edge of the rolling hills of the Stellenbosch
Farms Area (C08).
This entire unit is considered intrusive in nature, the present land use of large-scale nursery
structures are contrary to the surrounding character and sense of place. However, the
concentration of intrusive agricultural practices in one area is preferable to scattering
them through several areas. This entire unit is regarded as NCW (non-conservation

Annandale Road

worthy).

C21 (5.5) Grade IIIb
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EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

Tree nursery
and cottages

C21 Eastern edge of Eerste River
This land unit is situated on the eastern side of the Eerste River with a small portion of
ecological support in the central area. Open fallow land, occasional vineyards and
a tree nursery are found here although the soil is poorly suited for vineyards. Tourist
cottages and a farm complex are the only centrally placed structures within this unit.
The vegetated Eerste River Corridor screens views from Baden Powell Road.
This small unit next to Eerste River is protected from views from the Baden Powell Road
giving it a sense of enclosure and visual barrier that absorbs agricultural land use that
differs from the majority of vineyards.

Open fallow land

Open fallow
land

C22 (6.65) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C22 Southern edge of the Stellenbosch winelands
This land unit is one of the southernmost edges of the Stellenbosch Municipality and
overlooks False Bay. Small corridors of ecological support areas in the form of fine
vegetated lines are found around the three non-perennial drainage lines that run from
the rolling slope. A pocket of critical biodiversity area is found on the highest point of
the landscape. The pattern of this land unit is made up of irregular edged and smaller
rectilinear vineyards with vegetated edges. The irregularity of the vineyards is as a result
of the steeper slope against the hillside. The lower slopes of the western edge and the
crestline have valuable soils for the production of vineyards. It is a land unit that has
significance for its crestline that directs your eye from the crestline to the mountains
behind, forming an uninterrupted image coming from Cape Town on the N2. The sense
of place of this land unit is different due to the major views being associated with False
Bay and Somerset West. Early freehold farm are located on the western and eastern
edges.
Although it presents a different character than the rest of the Eerste River units, it is an
important and distinct buffer unit on the edge of the Winelands. The Faure Water Scheme

View towards land unit C22 from a distance, False Bay in the background

is located on the top of the prominent hill and has some landmark quality. Urban creep
from Somerset West onto these foothills ia a threat. The Eskom Pinotage Substation is an
intrusive marker next to the Old Main Road.

C23 (7.5) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C19 Historic Commonage
This unit presents a rolling landscape, where the R44 forms the eastern boundary of the
northern section of the unit, and Winery Road also traverse this section. What distinguishes
this land unit is the presence of natural shrub vegetation along the small stream and
smaller land units. Ecological support areas are present along these streams. Equal
measures of open fallow land and vineyards are present. A small band of highly suitable
agricultural soil is located below Winery Road in the eastern section of the unit, with
moderately suitable soil in the western. Some sections of the unit are more depressed and
vegetated, resulting in isolated and intimate pockets with a strong sense of place. As one
moves to the edges of the unit, more expansive views towards the mountains and even
False Bay are afforded. This land unit is one of the areas where some of the first freehold
land was allocated along the Moddergat River that runs through Raithby. A number of
heritage buildings are present, including 20th century sheds, Scholtzenhof (Zandberg,
Ken Forrester), Vredenberg-Moddergat and Happy Vale. Happy Vale (Verdruk-My-Niet)
is a landmark feature next to the road, with a display of a typical Cape Dutch farm
werf with white-washed gabled facade and rectangular werf ringmuur. The avenue
of mature cypresses together with the gateposts associated with Ken Forrester Wines,
forms a unique avenue approach within the winelands. The avenue has landscape,
landmark, contextual and scenic significance. It is a rare example.

Towards land unit C19

This landscape unit is distinguishable by the ubiquitous vegetated drainage lines and
numerous historic sites. The historic mission station of Raithby is a node within this landscape
unit, and bears significance for its association with slavery and strong settlement pattern.

Tree lined edges in land unit C19

Raithby

C24 (5.8) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER CENTRAL AREA

C24 Southern edge against Somerset West
The rolling foothills and southernmost land unit on the edge of the winelands with a
toe into the suburb of Steynsrust, Somerset West. The R44 traverses through it affording
expansive views over False Bay. The vineyards close to Steynsrust gives this suburb a
special rural feel, and allows access to recreational activities such as cycling, running
and walking. A small triangle of land with a degraded character is situated closest to
Somerset West. This land unit consists of some large leftover trees on the edge of the R44,
vineyards and a forgotten building site with two contemporary houses located on the
property.
The southernmost landscape unit on the edge of the Stellenbosch Winelands keeps the
municipal edge intact although it is under major threat from urban creep from Somerset
West.

View towards False Bay

The
Helderberg
footslopes
are
characterised by the mountain’s dramatic
peaks and expansive views over False Bay,
the central rolling hills, and the Bottelary
Hills. On the footslopes the interplay
between wilderness and rural landscape
with patterns of settlement, form some
of the most important features within this
landscape. Most of these units have a high

soil suitability for agriculture (viticulture)
and important critical biodiversity areas
around the valleys and higher mountainous
areas. The historic settlement pattern
around Annandale Road (C26) and
Blaauwklippen Road (C29) and settlement
around the foot of the Helderberg (C25)
are special features within this landscape.
Stellenboschberg (C30) is an important
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C25 (8.05) Grade IIIa
EERSTE RIVER HELDERBERG
FOOTSLOPES

Strava heatmap for running and cycling
(Strava Labs 2015)

C25 Helderberg Foothills
This unit is flanked by the Helderberg to the east, with its apex being West Peak. The
western boundary of the unit is the R44. Three fairly deep and well-vegetated drainage
lines lead down the footslopes of the mountain. Several critical biodiversity and
ecological support areas are located along these drainage lines and on the upper to
mid mountain slopes. The unit displays a fairly dense pattern of natural fingers interspaced
with a finer pattern of crop fields and vineyards organised along the contours. Historical
structures are located closer to the drainage lines, with newer residences positioned on
the convex slopes between these vegetated streams. Most of the unit features high to
moderate suitable soils for agriculture (viticulture). The upper slopes of the Helderberg
are extensively used for running and cycling (see the Strava heatmap for intensity).
Natural vegetation knits together edges of fields and vineyards, giving it a rugged
character, and some of the roads and homes are overgrown. The upper slopes of West

Peak of the Helderberg has a degraded quality as it is currently an old plantation in the
process of being rehabilitated. Avontuur appears separate from the rest of the unit as
the distinct white fence poles used for the uniform horse paddocks distinguishes it from
the overall the typology, creating a unique pattern that has a landmark quality. Views
from the upper reaches of the unit stretch all the way to Cape Town, but within the lower
drainage lines, views are confined to the intimately spaced immediate surroundings,
creating several view pockets in the unit.
One of the first freehold farms is located next to the R44, between the historic Helderberg
and Klein Helderberg farms. The avenue of Eucalyptus trees along the Klein Helderberg
Road creates a clear, visual threshold between the agricultural landscape of the
Winelands, and the ‘peri-rural’ edge of Somerset West. Another special feature in the
landscape is the mature Cypress avenue leading to San Gabriel (Klipheuwel). Hans
Fransen (2004) describes Navarre (Nooitgedacht-Helderberg) as “matchless, and its
facade one of the finest in the Cape”.
This land unit is diverse with a variation of vineyard sizes, vegetable farming and smaller
‘lifestyle’ plots. These are mainly arranged along the three main drainage lines, which
are densely vegetated and lead down from the Helderberg. Several historic farmsteads
with associated landscape elements are located within this land unit. Land units such
as this one, situated in close proximity to urban nodes, are valuable resources for
recreational use.

Helderberg

C26 (8.5) Grade II
EERSTE RIVER HELDERBERG
FOOTSLOPES

C26 Helderberg Historic Enclave
Dramatic peaks, elongated foot slopes with vegetated drainage line edges and
vineyards. Several critical biodiversity and ecological support areas are located along
these drainage lines and on the upper to mid mountain slopes. Some of the most
dramatic edge conditions for the valleys can be seen at the Rust en Vrede winery. The
vegetation is mostly indigenous, while plantation remnants can be found on the higher
slopes. The vineyards are a bit larger and more rectilinear in shape. Most of the land use
is centred around the production of wine and this is mainly due to the highly suitable
viticulture soils in the land unit. Views over False Bay are located on the higher slopes of
the valley, with views back towards the impressive Helderberg mountains. This land unit
houses some of the oldest farmyards in the Stellenbosch region as well as some welldesigned contemporary winery structures. Along the main access route (Annandale
Road), some of the oldest farms in the area are found. Rust en Vrede is finely integrated

Annandale winery (Brakelsdal)

into the landscape with its linear werf, while Annandale has a layered and eclectic werf.
Peter Falke, Webersburg and Bilton are also found along this route and overlap directly
with where the first freehold farms were located. A section of commonage is located
along the northern boundary next to land unit C28.
The Annandale sub-valley with its dramatic backdrop exhibits the unique interplay
between wilderness, the rural landscape and pattern of settlement so characteristic
of the Cape Winelands. This land unit is an extremely fine and layered agricultural
landscape and has high landscape, historical, aesthetic and scenic significance.
Intrusive development, such as the Mooiberge strawberry farm and Route 44 Market on
either side of Annandale Road, is a threat.

Annandale winery (Brakelsdal)

C27 (8.05) Grade IIIa
EERSTE RIVER HELDERBERG
FOOTSLOPES

C27 Deepest Valley of the Helderberg
Set against the dramatic peaks of the Stellenbosch mountains in which the iconic
Suurberg fills the land unit with its presence. Expansive views over the rolling foothills and
Bottelary Hills are found on the higher slopes. Two valleys with their drainage lines flow
from the mountains and become the Blouklip River as a lush vegetated corridor. The
majority of this land unit is covered in critical biodiversity area and ecological support
areas around the drainage lines. Its pattern is comprised of irregular and smaller vineyards
framed by functional dirt roads. The fine grain is mainly due to its position on the higher
slopes. This landscape unit is specifically notable for its vineyards in combination with the
natural fynbos vegetation. Few remnants of plantations are found here. The single road
that leads into the valley crosses small streams, resulting in the interesting use of bridge
structures as a valley-specific typology. One of the first freehold land grants is situated
close to the Keerweder farm, and until the 1980’s this farm had the uppermost vineyards.
Dornier farm has a double-storey Cape Revival house designed by Herbert Baker.
The aesthetic quality of this land unit is outstanding in its combination of wilderness and
rural cultural fabric woven together. In this land unit vineyards creep high up into the
valley, almost as an intrusion into the natural landscape. Most of the development is
located within the valley lines, nestled among trees, but the odd house has been built
on a hilltop and is an intrusive element within the landscape.

Bridge structures in land unit C27

Stellenbosch Mountains

C28 (6.05) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER HELDERBERG
FOOTSLOPES

Farmyard

Farmyard

C39 Straight edged vineyards with two
neat and tight fit farmyards

C28 Area next to Jamestown
This unit is mainly flat to rolling, with the Stellenbosch Mountains as a magnificent backdrop.
The Stellenrust Road forms the southern boundary of the unit and then traverses the
landscape in the east. This land unit mostly consists of straight-edged vineyards with
two neat and tightly fitted modern farmyards between the blocks of vineyards. A strong
visual element is an avenue of mature trees leading towards a residence from the R44
in the west of the unit. Most of the soils are moderately suited for agriculture (viticulture).
The unit comprises one of the original commonage areas within the Eerste River area,
though very little reference to commonage is found in its current fabric. The Weber
Gedenk School plays an important social role in Jamestown and beyond. The property
has an intrusive and neglected appearance in contrast to the uniform vineyards to its
south, although it could be read as an extension to Jamestown’s urban character.

Views back towards Helderberg

This manicured landscape unit is part of a larger agricultural landscape with most of
its land once functioning as a historic commonage area. Intrusive development in the
form of a bright orange farm stall is found next to the R44. Any development that is in
contrast to the larger rural character should be discouraged, but the historic function of
commonage could be explored in more detail.

C29 (8.5) Grade II
EERSTE RIVER HELDERBERG
FOOTSLOPES

C29 Blaawklippen Road and Stellenbosch Mountain foothills
The Stellenbosch Mountain is the eastern boundary of this landscape unit. It displays
three major folds with drainage lines that lead into the Blouklippen River, each with its
own set of edge conditions against the upper slopes. These include:
1. Remnant plantations nestled with development on smaller farm portions.
2. Open fallow agricultural fields, remnant fynbos and irregularly shaped vineyards.
3. Smaller plots of ‘lifestyle’ farms with vineyards.
Critical biodiversity areas are located on the upper to mid slopes of the mountains and
also as pockets interspaced with ecologic support areas along the drainage lines.
Development of plots and smaller farms are aligned along the Blouklippen River, which
follows the major drainage line from the Stellenbosch Mountain. The plots in the valley are
densely planted with lush vegetation, and most of the properties have tree-lined edges.
Vineyards with remnant windbreaks transition onto the higher fynbos slopes. The main

Valley bottom

views are focused towards the mountains and expansive views towards the Bottelary
Hills are also found on the higher slopes. The Blaauwklippen Road runs roughly north to
south-east and a number of residences and historic sites are strung along this historic
route, partly as a result of the first freehold farms being located along this route. Most of
the land unit comprises highly suitable soils for agriculture (viticulture). Blaauwklippen
is a significant historic site with an extensive werf. A shooting range is located on the
footslopes of the mountain. Oral accounts of the construction of the Franschhoek Tunnel
have been recorded and the exit of the tunnel is located on one of the footslopes.
A sub-valley within the Eerste River Valley that demonstrates the complex relationship
between river course, old wagon route, rural landscape and wilderness characterised
by the Helderberg and Stellenbosch peaks beyond. Additional structuring elements
such as avenues of trees, gateposts and well-defined farm werfs add to the whole.

Views towards Moordenaarskuil

C30 (7.85) Grade IIIb
EERSTE RIVER HELDERBERG
FOOTSLOPES

Strava heatmap for running and cycling
(Strava Labs 2015)

C30 Stellenbosch Berg
The upper slopes of the Stellenbosch Mountain provide a striking visual backdrop and
scale to this landscape unit. The footslopes of the mountain extend into neighbourhoods
such as Bo-Dalsig, Brandwacht and Paradyskloof which form the edge on the lower
slopes. Four non-perennial streams run down the foot of the mountain. Most of this land
unit is regarded as a critical biodiversity area with two ecological support areas. Open
fynbos and remnant plantations are found with a few vineyards on the lower slopes. The
lower slopes have high quality soils for the cultivation of vines. The vineyards present a
regular pattern in the landscape, whereas the plantations create visual ‘blocks’ that
contrast in colour, texture and scale to the vegetation surrounding them. Open fallow
agricultural land and a few leftover windbreaks are also located within the landscape
unit. The toe of this land unit extends into the urban fabric along with the Coetzenburg
dairy farm. This farm reads as part of the rural character, and Its proximity to the town
adds a special rural character to Stellenbosch and a gateway for the recreational use
of the mountain. This entire land unit formed part of the historic commonage and is still
aligned in its function to allow communal access into the mountain for the people of
Stellenbosch. The Strava heatmap indicates extensive use of the mountain for running
and cycling, and although it presents a degraded visual character on the mountain
slopes it is in fact a palimpsest of commonage, plantations and current recreation. Rights
of access to medicinal plants on the mountain, as expressed in public forums, needs to
be maintained. The Eerste River forms an historic and appropriate boundary to the town
of Stellenbosch, and the Coetzenburg sports fields are an appropriate transition from
suburb to wilderness.

Remnant plantation

Pasture land

This layered landscape has historic, scenic and high social significance under threat
of excessive development. The eastern bypass threatens the inherent character of the
land unit, and access via the dairy farm is significant for maintenance of this rural and
recreational edge to town.

Coetzenburg
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D JONKERSHOEK
Valley Head
D01-D02

7.6

D01 (*8.25) Grade II
VALLEY HEAD

D01 Jonkershoek Valley Head
Situated in the deepest reaches of the Jonkershoek Valley, a part of this land unit falls
into the Hottentots Holland Conservation Area. The character of this land unit is made
up of the dramatic mountains and the Eerste River that runs in the bottom of the valley.
Significant peaks include Haelkop along the southern ridgeline and The Twins and
square Tower Peak along the northern ridgeline. Fynbos is the primary land cover, while
larger shrubs and trees are found along the river. The unit features extensive critical
biodiversity and ecological support areas. The trout dam and waterfall are important
features within this land unit. Some of the slopes against the Jonkershoek mountains
have remnant plantations that are in the process of being rehabilitated. As the unit is
enclosed on three sides, it has a well-defined sense of place and affords framed views
across the Stellenbosch landscape from the higher slopes. The soils along the main
drainage line are highly suitable for agriculture, but there is no evidence that they have
been cultivated historically. The legacy of plantations and the remaining infrastructure
are important historic layers. According to the current Strava maps, the trails seen on the
slopes of the Jonkershoek mountains are extensively used for running and cycling. Most
of these routes follow the old plantation roads.

Pockets of remnant plantation

The landscape unit represent a wilderness area that provides an outstanding natural
backdrop to the Jonkershoek Valley and functions as a mountain catchment area that
provides water for Stellenbosch. The trails along the old plantation routes are rather
intrusive, yet can be regarded as scars that carry significance and an important social
function.

Fynbos with ‘The Twins’ in the background

D02 (*8.45) Grade II
VALLEY HEAD

Walled graveyard

D02 Heart of Jonkershoek
The Stellenbosch and Jonkershoek mountains determine the structure of this land unit
with its sandstone cliffs and fynbos slopes. These slopes are critical biodiversity areas with
the ecological support area centred around the river corridor. This land unit is mostly
perceived from the road where large trees enclose it as it follows the line of the river.
Occasional views are found through the trees towards the mountains. From a distance,
the working plantation is a feature in the landscape. It cloaks the higher slopes of the
Jonkershoek Mountains where the service roads form a distinct pattern along the contour
lines. High soil suitability is located on the slopes of the Jonkershoek mountains, and
along the valley bottom, while mediums soils are found on the Stellenbosch mountains.
The position of the high quality soils specifically suited for the production wine on the
valley bottom is a unique occurrence. The Jonkershoek Road opens in a node that
formed around the Jonkershoek werf, trout hatchery and camping site, and again at
the entrance gate to the nature reserve.
Several heritage features are found in this land unit. The trout hatchery, established in
1893 as a government initiative, features a sturdy dressed-stone hatching house that
was designed by John Scott. This site is no longer in use, dams are dried up and the
hatchery has been engulfed by meaningless office buildings. The Jonkershoek werf is
positioned so as to have a backdrop against the dramatic twin peaks of the Jonkershoek
mountains, and a distinctive walled graveyard acts as a landmark along the road.
Security measures fragment this historic linear werf. The first freehold farm belonged to
a freed slave Jan de Jonker, and is now known as Assegaaibos. At the entrance of the
nature reserve is a double row of workers’ housing separated by an avenue of London
Plane trees, and during busy times this avenue also functions as a parking area. Some
remnant plantations are seen as one enters the nature reserve, with peculiar clusters
along the road, before the outstanding natural Jonkershoek valley is reached. The dam
in the valley of the nature reserve is still used for trout farming. A Muslim Kramat is situated
among the remnant plantation trees against the Jonkershoek mountain footslope.
Forestry station cottages are distinct units associated with the plantation industry. Where
once only a few cottages were present, now an entire village is absorbed among the
large trees. Basic services are lacking in this informal settlement, but installation thereof

Dilapidated wall at trout hatchery

could be a threat to the basic character of dwellings almost hidden among the large
trees. The social function of the Jonkershoek Valley is one of its most significant features
of this valley. The entire road is a social corridor with access to camping, hiking, walking,
cycling, picnic spots and sports fields and other recreational activities, so any break in
this linear corridor would pose a threat.
The layers of significance and threat have been discussed, ranging from social and
historic to the natural value within this valley. This landscape unit fulfills an important
recreational function in its proximity to the town of Stellenbosch. Most of the historic
features in this land unit have changed from their original use, posing a major threat of
becoming mere monuments or even degraded as a result of their new use. Appropriate
use of heritage features is critical for their preservation. Any development that will result
in the loss of the large trees, deny access to recreational space, or compromise the
integrity of the physical heritage features should be discouraged.
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View over Valley Mouth

Valley Mouth
D03-D04

7.6

Exception

D JONKERSHOEK

D03 (*8.25) Grade II
VALLEY MOUTH

D03 Jonkershoek Gateway
The unit is spatially defined by the rocky, northeast-facing slope of the Stellenbosch
Mountain and the green southwest-facing slope of the Jonkershoek Mountain. In this
land unit, vineyards, remnant plantations and natural vegetation form a beautiful
pattern on the Jonkershoek mountain slopes, with the fynbos covered Stellenbosch
mountains on the opposite side of the valley. The Jonkershoek Road enters the tree rich
valley bottom and continues through to the next unit with a special typology in the way
farm roads connect to the Jonkershoek Road at an angle. This pattern is a result of the
steep contours against the road. Some are marked with single pillars on either side of
the entrance, such as the entrance of Old Nectar, which is a valuable heritage site with
its imposing Cape Dutch manor house and garden. Three of the first freehold farms are
located along the river, where a number of artefacts have been recorded. Lui Jan’s
field, on the Stark Conde property, was the saaigrond of Jan van Ceylon in the 17th
century and is currently a vineyard. This triangular piece of land is a landmark in the
Jonkershoek Valley. It is distinctively flat with beautiful backdrop of natural vegetation
on the northern edge. The land unit features a number of attractions and recreational
facilities such as hiking and cycling routes.
This unit displays the interplay between humans and nature as a unique cultural
landscape. An intrusive private residence has been erected on the upper footslopes of
the Jonkershoek Mountain, being highly visible and contrasting in scale and typology to
the rest of the character in this landscape unit. This type of development undermines the
integrity of Jonkershoek as a whole.

Jonkershoek Road

D04 (7.6) Grade IIIb
VALLEY MOUTH

D04 Jonkershoek Threshold
The Jonkershoek and Stellenbosch Mountains flank this unit to the northeast and southwest
respectively. These areas feature extensive critical biodiversity and ecological support
areas. The unit is not as contained and well-defined as the other three Jonkershoek
units, and the valley bottom with the Eerste River is at its broadest here. The unit opens
up towards Stellenbosch, with the northwestern edges further differentiated by the
presence of the lower-lying Botmaskop and deep drainage lines from the Jonkershoek
Mountain. Broad views are found back towards the head of the valley. Karindal is the last
suburb before entering Jonkershoek. A distinct edge exists between suburbia and the
rural land. In this land unit, smaller land plots and vineyards with small dams are found
with several boundary conditions ranging from fence lines, whitewashed walls, and a
combination of fence and wall. An equestrian farm and residential estate are among
some of the land uses. The pattern north of the Eerste River appears more ordered and
rectangular along the foothills, becoming larger and irregular closer to the river. The
pattern south of the river appears as regular blocks of vineyard and grazing. These
patterns reflect the location of good agricultural soils along the Eerste RIver and the
Jonkershoek Mountain foothills. The unit features a number of the first freehold farms,

Lanzerac

Lanzerac

with the largest concentration along the southern side of the river on the footslopes of
the Stellenbosch mountain. The iconic farm of Lanzerac, set against The Twin peaks, is
at the western end of this land unit, although access is gained through the suburb of
Karindal. Other significant farms include Klein Gustrouw and Bergsig. The unit features a
number of recreational facilities such as hiking and cycling routes.
HIstoric farms are located within the wide valley bottom, flanked by ecologically
important mountain slopes on both sides. Several intrusions have been introduced to the
unit, including a large-scale nursery and inappropriate development at Lanzerac. Both
the Jonkershoek and Stellenbosch Mountain foothills contain intrusive vineyards which
break the natural unity of the mountain reserves.

Lanzerac

The Dwars River is divided into three larger
character areas. These are grouped based
on their common elements. The Delta is
the relatively flat floodplain area, where
the Dwars River flows into the Berg River.
It is separated from the rest of the Dwars
River by the R45 (F01 - F03). The Rhodes
Fruit Farms area (F04 - F09) is situated
roughly in the middle of the valley, where
the Helshoogte Road starts to descend
towards the Berg River floodplain from
Pniel. Here Jouberts Peak and Hutchinson
peak on either side act as gateway to the
valley. The upper reaches of Simonsberg
and Jonkershoek come together to form
Banghoek, once a dense, danger-filled
forest on the route to the Berg River Valley
(F10-F13). Here the peaks of Botmaskop,
Joubert Peak, Bullerskop and Dragoon
Peak keep watch over the area.

F DWARS RIVER
Landscape Character
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The Delta area is located to the north of
the R45, that creates a distinct boundary
in the larger Dwars River Area. Here the
Dwars River meets the Berg River at F02,
where the farm Solms Delta features
a high degree of historic and social
significance dating back to pre-colonial
times. The landscape units on the verges
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F01 (7.05) Grade IIIb
DELTA

F01 Verge
This landscape unit appears relatively flat, extending from the R45 on the southern
boundary, to the Berg River and continuing along the south- western boundary, and
forming a floodplain between its upper tributary to the east. It predominantly features
fallow fields in the north that have been rehabilitated to such an extent that they are
considered a degraded but still important critical biodiversity area. The areas along
the Berg River, especially to the north and the south-east, feature extensive critical
biodiversity and ecological support areas in a natural condition. The soils in this unit are
only partially suitable for agriculture. The viewshed is expansive with undisturbed views
towards the mountainous ‘bowl’ that surrounds it and the distinct green knob that is
Kleinberg. The northern section currently features open fallow fields in larger blocks,
which gradually become smaller closer to the R45. Klein Waterval Riverside Lodge is
located next to the R45. Immediately above, vineyards and orchards retain some
agricultural character. Klein Waterval is an altered late Victorian / Cape Revival building
with limited architectural significance. The Bleskop Memorial, located a little further east

View over land unit F01 from the R45

along the R45, is a locally significant memorial that commemorates those men from the
Franschhoek and Dwarsrivier valleys who died in the First World War. The area around
the memorial was part of the first freehold land grants.
This site carries natural and cultural as well as social significance for the high percentage
of critical biodiversity areas located within the unit and the Bleskop memorial.

F02 (8.05) Grade IIIa
DELTA

F02 Solms Delta
The structure of this land unit is mainly flat, with the confluence of the Dwars River and
Banghoek River located within it. The densely vegetated Banghoek River flows along
the centre of the unit and connects with the Berg River at its northern boundary. These
drainage lines feature some critical biodiversity and ecological support areas, with
soils that are highly suitable for agriculture. Vineyards and other agricultural fields are
located along the Banghoek and Berg River corridors in a mostly rectilinear pattern.
Solms Delta is the largest wine estate and features extensive adaptive reuse and social
developments amongst vineyards and some orchards. Delta Crest, a gated elite housing
estate, impacts the approach along Delta Pad. The Allee Bleue Winery is located on
the western side of the Banghoek River and recent infrastructure is large-scale and out
of character. Views from this largely flat landscape are dominated by the Simonsberg
and the Drakenstein Mountains. A rich variety of pre-, and early-colonial contact period
archaeological finds have been found here. Furthermore, the entire unit used to form part
of the early freehold land grants in the area. The Solms Delta Farm has remains of a 17th
century building as well as early and later colonial and subsequent developments, and

Allee Bleue

Solms Delta graveyard

has considerable significance. Two Rivers Farm (Weltevreden) is a significant farmstead
complex, with old outbuildings and Cape Revival features, situated in a magnificent
landscape setting with mature Oaks, Palms and Yellowwoods. Its significance spans age
and rarity, as well as aesthetic, architectural and landscape considerations. Allee Bleue
(Meerrust) has a historically layered farm nucleus, comprising Cape Dutch/Victorian/
Cape Revival structures and spatial and landscape orders and avenues. The Solms
Delta Estate has gained increased social significance in the last decade, with extensive
research into the architectural and social history of the farm and pioneering transfer of
ownership of production to farm worker families. The graveyard of St George’s Anglican
Church (designed by Baker, 1902) contains granite grave markers of which the earliest
is 1909.
The unit has high cultural, social and historic significance with a group of farmsteads
around the confluence of two rivers. Large scale development would compromise the
integrity of this land unit.

Oak trees at Lekkerwijn

F03 (4.8) Grade IIIc
DELTA

NCW

F03 Rhodes Fruit Farms Industrial Node
The topography is largely flat throughout the unit with the Werda River running through
the Rhodes Fruit Farm properties in the northern section. A large block in the northeastern corner of the unit is mapped as an important critical biodiversity area in a natural
condition. The rest of the unit features extensive ecological support areas, especially
along the river. The soils within the unit are largely poor for agriculture, except the
northernmost corner and the soils along the river. Views from this largely flat landscape
are dominated by Simonsberg and the Drakenstein Mountains. Most of the landscape
unit is occupied by the Rhodes Fruit Group and their extensive infrastructure. This gives
the unit a somewhat industrial character at the intersection of the Helshoogte Road
(R310) and the R45. North of the R45, a large block of land still features the Meerlust
Bosbou community and Apostolic church. The railway line (1904) follows the alignment
of the R45 and contributes to the industrial character. The railway station features three
wood-and-iron buildings of the 1930s. This is a significant landmark site that is being
proposed for re-use. The mature trees are also significant landmarks. Early 20th century

Clinic next to R310

RFF offices, warehouses, etc. form a landmark complex at the road T-junction, and the
Appleyard Memorial bell-tower marks this historic period. The southern section of the
unit features portions of the first freehold farms in the area.
This land unit has social, historic and landmark significance with potential for the adaptive
re-use and integration of the current historic structures. Small NCW (non-conservation
worthy) land parcels are marked in grey.

Railway line crossing the R310

The Rhodes Fruit Farms area mostly
consists of the land units on either side of
the Helshoogte Road (R310) as it descends
into the valley from Pniel. It is associated
with the development efforts of Cecil John
Rhodes, and features remarkable heritage
sites. Boschendal (H06) epitomises Cape
Dutch Colonial settlement in its structured

F Dwars River Landscape Unit Rating
Item
Protected areas 10 Critical Biodiversity
Ecological area 9 Ecolofical support areas 7
agriculture 4 Urban 1
Aesthetic
Historic

Viewshed, Scene, Diversity, enclosure,
unity, colour, texture, balance,
proportion, form
Age, Pattern representivity and
accosiation, rarity, condition

Meaning and cultural accosiations,
Church, School, Creche, recreational,
Social
community
Tourism and agricultural potential High
Economical soil suitability 9 medium soil suitability 7
Fragmented 5 Disturbed 2
Degree of acceptable
NCW
Grade 3c
Grade 3b
Grade 3a
Grade 2

0- 2
2 to 4.9
5 to 7.9
8 to 10
8.5 to 10

werf and axial approach in a landscape
setting of large mature trees. A 1km avenue
of Yellowwoods leads to Rhodes Cottage
(H07). Lanquedoc is a Baker-dsigned semidetached row house settlement along an
Oak lined road (H08 and H08). Hutchinson
Peak and Joubert’s Peak dominates the
sense of place in this area and forms part
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F04 (7.6) Grade IIIb
RHODES FRUIT FARMS

F04 Equestrian
The apex of the unit terminates on the foothills of Hutchinson’s Peak as part of the
Drakenstein Mountains. The upper foothills contain critical biodiversity areas in a natural
condition. Two major perennial streams lead down from the mountain and feed the
numerous farm dams, and also represent ecological support areas. This land unit is a
densely utilised landscape, situated on soil highly suitable for viticulture. However, the
most prominent features are white-fenced pastures (home to the prestigious Drakenstein
Stud). A number of windbreaks, agricultural fields, orchards and vineyards are also
located within the unit and change from a rectilinear pattern to a more organic form
towards the higher footslopes. Significant heritage sites are L’Ormarins and Bellingham.
L’Ormarins is located on the footslopes of the mountain, affording expansive views
over the Dwars River valley and Simonsberg Mountain. It represents a significant farm
complex with early 19th century farmstead, wine cellar, Jonkershuis and formal garden.
The original Bellingham homestead dates to 1693 and the complex features fine trees
within a ringmuur. The Antonij Rupert Winery complex boasts several landscape features

Hutchinsonpeak from the R45

that include gardens with mature trees and avenues, terraces, water features and the
broader natural and cultivated landscape setting. Early freehold land grants are found
around the area below L’Ormarins and the area around Bellingham.
This unit features a conglomeration of highly significant historic homesteads and werfs,
with established gardens and avenues and is an important node in the place-making
of the valley. Historic, ecological, aesthetic and scenic significance scores high. Some of
the recent structures are of an over-grand and imposing size, but do not overly intrude
on the scale of the broader landscape.

L’Ormarins entrance from the R45

F05 (6.3) Grade IIIb
RHODES FRUIT FARMS

F05 Footslopes of Hutchinson Peak
The apex of this landscape unit are Hutchinson, and Devils Tooth peaks, with natural
vegetation on the mountain slopes (critical biodiversity areas in natural condition),
and perennial streams (ecological support areas) that feed the irrigation dams. A few
neglected centrally-located natural areas with intrusive sites are also found within this
unit. It is unusual for a stretch of foothills in the winelands to be mostly free of development
and even free of vineyards. This could be due to the layers of history as a commonage
area or the fact that these soils are not well-suited for viticulture (which is an interesting
deviation from the overall pattern of the best suited soils being higher on the slopes).
There are large areas of natural vegetation. Expansive views are found over the valley
and towards the Simonsberg. Hutchinson Peak, seen from almost anywhere in the Dwars
River Valley, is one of the most prominent landmarks and features in folklore. The only
historic property is Normandie Farm, that is located on a strip where one of the early
land grants are found, and there is a small settlement called York.

View towards Hutchinson peak from Pniel, the settlement of Lagquedoc at its foot

Hutchinson Peak is a major landmark in the valley and is associated with high scenic,
ecological and social significance in the area.

F06 (8.2) Grade II
RHODES FRUIT FARMS

A06 Boschendal
This land unit is located on a flat piece of land next to the Dwars River (eastern
boundary) and features ecological support areas with small pockets of critical
biodiversity in natural condition. The historic Boschendal farm werf is situated next to
the tree-lined R310 (western boundary) and has a degree of landmark significance.
It has an enclosed feel due to large and mature trees framing views of the dramatic
peaks of the Groot Drakenstein Mountains. The setting of Boschendal, werf layout and
architecture epitomises Cape Dutch Farm complexes. Rhone is situated on axis to an
avenue of mature Plane trees with a magnificent mountain backdrop. Two portions of
early freehold land grants fill this entire landscape unit, adding to the layers of history.
Spectacular scenery and large lush trees along the river belt with large windbreak trees
that frame orchards and vineyards add to the boldness and cultural intervention to this
landscape, contrasting with the fineness of the natural fynbos vegetation. This land unit
has associative value with reference to slavery and colonial settler families, and the

impact of RFF on farming practice and labour relations. This complex is of great heritage
significance. The natural and contrived cultural landscape setting, with its elongated
and on axis werf layout and architecture, epitomises Cape Dutch farm complexes. It has
aesthetic, architectural, landscape, cultural and associative significance embedded
within the cultural landscape. Even though the landscape units have been evaluated
as Grade IIIa, Boschendal is considered a unique cultivated cultural landscape and
excellent example of an urban rural wilderness and the autocratic transformation of a
landscape over the centuries. For this reason, it is proposed to be a Grade II Provincial
Heritage SIte. A Grade II Provincial Heritage Site (PHS) is protected under the National
Heritage Resources Act. However, by formally grading them as a Grade IIIa heritage
resource, they are also protected at municipal level through heritage Overlay Zones,
which will look to ensure that the character of these landscape units, some of which
overlay the PHS areas, are sensitively managed

Boschendal

Rhone, Boschendal

F07 (8.45) Grade IIIa
RHODES FRUIT FARMS

A07 Founders Estate
The apex of this unit is Joubert’s Peak as part of the Simonsberg mountain. A number of
perennial streams run down the slopes of the mountain and feed numerous farm dams.
The presence of the mountain determines the main character of the unit, providing a
natural backdrop to the extensive vineyards on its foothills. The unit also plays a large role
in the settlement of Pniel, not only in terms of intangible and tangible cultural heritage,
but also in terms of its scenic value. The same can be said for the R310 that forms the
eastern boundary of the unit. Rhodes Cottage, with its distinctive road line leading up
from the R310, is an important heritage site. This avenue features large yellowwood
trees (a combination of Podocarpus latifolius and Podocarpus henkelii) in the form of a
hedge. Podocarpus latifolius is South Africa’s national tree, an extremely slow-growing
hardwood species, which increases the value of such a mature, well-kept and lengthy
(1km) avenue. Rhodes Fruit Farms has associative value, for innovations in farming and as
one of the largest employers in the area for almost a century. Joubert’s Peak forms the

Pniel Church with Jouberts peak as a backdrop

most prominent backdrop to the mission settlement of Pniël, and dominates the sense
of place with its presence on the western side of the R310. Pniël traces its history back
to 1843 when two local farmers donated land to the recently freed slaves of the Groot
Drakenstein area, with the intention that they should use it to build a self-supporting mission
station and to supply labour to local farms. Pniël is divided into two distinct areas, East
End and the Kloof. East End is on the upper side of the R310 and mostly associated with
land unit (F09) with a view over the valley towards Hutchinsons peak. Pniël has possibly
the most majestic scenic setting of all the settlements in Stellenbosch Municipality.
This landscape unit has a high level of historic, social, scenic and cultural value. The
avenue of yellowwood trees is a special feature within this cultural landscape. Founders
Estate landscape is a National Heritage Site (Grade I). The only other landscape that is
similarly protected is Ida’s Valley.

Yellowwood avenue to Rhodes cottage

F08 (7.55) Grade IIIb
RHODES FRUIT FARMS

F08 Agrarian bowl
The unit is largely characterised by steep mountain slopes with numerous perennial
streams leading down into a drainage basin just above Lanquedoc (also see F09).
Lanquedoc and Kylemore are the settlements that flank its western boundary. Views
terminate in Dragon’s Peak, Bullers Kop and Eikenhof Peak to the east. Die Bordjie
Outspan presents large tracts of critical biodiversity areas in a natural condition and
ecological support areas along the drainage lines. The area to the west features
excellent soil suitability for agriculture (viticulture). The area between Lanquedoc and
Kylemore is characterised by agricultural fields (fallow or worked) and vineyards. The
agricultural fields and avenues of Bethlehem are visible from the Helshoogte Road
(R310) and are beautifully framed by the Drakenstein mountains behind. The views over
this agrarian and mountainous landscape from Pniël, Lanquedoc and Kylemore largely
determine their picturesque character. Incorporating an early freehold grant, the farm

View towards Buller’s Kop

of Bethlehem comprises Cape Dutch and Victorian buildings, two Oak avenues, and
vast agricultural holdings that are semi-derelict. It is currently being renovated.
This unit features highly significant critical biodiversity and ecological support areas that
contribute to its value. It bestows significant scenic qualities to the settlements of Pniël,
Kylemore and Languedoc.

Kylemore

F09 (8.3) Grade IIIa
RHODES FRUIT FARMS

F09 Agricultural Floodplain
The entirety of this land unit is located on the floodplain of the Dwarsrivier and is
therefore low-lying and largely flat, draining towards the river itself. It features several
ecological support areas along the drainage lines and river. The soils are highly suitable
for agriculture (viticulture) across the entire unit. It features extensive vineyards and
agricultural fields along the lush banks of the river. It also features the Pniël campgrounds
and the settlement of Johannesdal. The unit is bounded on the northwest by Pniël and
the Helshoogte Road (R310). The agricultural fields are visible from the Helshoogte Road
(R310) and Pniël and are beautifully framed by the Drakenstein mountains behind. From
Lanquedoc, the views over the fields terminate in Simonsberg. Lanquedoc is a Herbert
Baker-designed village for farm workers, of semi-detached and row houses with rammed
earth walls, built on either side of the Oak-lined street which is parallel to the river. The
approach to Lanquedoc starts at the Helshoogte Road with a London Plane tree avenue

Langquedoc historic street village

on both sides of the road. As the road crosses the river, an avenue of large Eucalyptus
trees lines one side of the road leading into the village. Pniël lies on a portion of one of
the first freehold land grants. It originally followed the traditional mission layout of houses
at the head of long narrow irrigated plots, but these have since been developed. The
remains of water works at Fanie se Dam, beside Riverside Road, represent the intensive
cultivation practices that once made the village almost self-sufficient.
The Dwarsrivier River floodplain is rich in intangible and tangible cultural heritage,
especially associated with the communities of Pniël, Kylemore and Lanquedoc. The views
over this agrarian and mountainous landscape from these villages largely determine
their remaining agrarian character. It therefore has a high level of heritage, aesthetic,
and technical significance in addition to its environmental significance.

Langquedoc historic street village designed by Herbert Baker

Banhoek, or Banghoek (Scary Corner) refers to
the upper slopes of the Simonsberg, Jonkershoek
and Groot Drakenstein Mountains that used to be
covered in dense forest. Travellers on the route to
Franschhoek had to face leopards, steep ravines
and other dangers as they passed through the

area (H10 to H13). A strong pattern of historic
settlement is evident in land unit H10 and H11,
and, although this landscape is stable, insensitive
private development is eroding its character.
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F10 (8.55) GradeII
BANGHOEK

F10 Lush Banghoek
This land unit is flanked by the Groot Drakenstein Mountains to the east and the
Jonkershoek Mountains to the west. Banghoek, or ‘scary corner’, refers to the dense
forest that travellers had to pass through to get to Franschhoek, filled with leopards,
steep ravines and other dangers. This unit represents the valley bottom and is relatively
flat in relation to its sides. The landscape drains towards the Banghoek River and the
drainage lines and river corridor contains ecological support areas. Some pockets
of critical biodiversity areas in a natural condition are scattered around the unit. The
entire unit displays highly suitable soils for agriculture (viticulture). Situated on the
western boundary of Kylemore, this land unit is significantly greener and features a
number of windbreaks and lush stream banks with vineyards. Although enclosed by its
lush vegetation, framed views are found towards the majestic mountains on four sides.
Several significant heritage sites are located within the unit. Both by virtue of its history and
setting, the Dwarsrivierhoek (Baldric) Estate boasts an early 19th century Cape Dutch
complex that has high aesthetic, architectural, scenic and landscape significance. The

Banghoek with views towards Hutchinson peak

Anglican and NG Church graveyards in Kylemore appear somewhat neglected, but the
graveyards and grave markers retain socio-historic significance. Close to the graveyard,
are natural pools in the river (known as The Pools), which add to the intangible and social
significance of the place.
The unit has contextual significance in relation to units F8 and F11 and Kylemore. It also
presents a dense historic fabric with landscape and architectural significance and a
discernable pattern of settlement. The loss of vegetation in this unit will result in the loss of
its inherent character.

Valley bottom entrance gate

F11 (7.9) Grade IIIb
BANGHOEK

F11 Helshoogte
The south-western section of the Banghoek Valley predominantly features the upper
northern slopes of the Jonkershoek Mountain, with its apex at Botmaskop. The footslopes
feature a number of perennial streams interspersed with vineyards and wine estates.
The drainage lines and some of the upper slopes contain ecological support areas and
more than half of the unit presents highly suitable soils for agriculture (viticulture). The
northern section of the unit is traversed by the Helshoogte Road, or R310. It is considered
a highly valued scenic drive and offers clear views over the entire unit, but especially
the footslopes of the Jonkershoek Mountain. Vineyards are scattered around the lower
footslopes of the unit in an irregular fashion, with regular patterns intermixed with more
organic patterns that follow the contour. The lower footslopes feature a number of first
freehold land grants. Oldenburg Farm, incorporating a number of structures dating from
the 1850’s through to the 1900’s, and mature Oaks and Bamboos, is located in a splendid
scenic and landscape setting with views towards Spitskop. The late Cape Dutch H-plan
house at Zorgvliet is altered and now sits in an incompatible complex, though an avenue

View towards Buller’s Kop from Zeven Rivieren Road

of Palms has landscape significance. Other significant sites date from the early to mid20th century and are often set in well-established gardens.
This is a highly scenic and visible landscape with a fine texture that has been slowly
densified over the last century. Insensitive development is resulting in irreversible impacts.

F12 (8.5) Grade II
BANGHOEK

F12 Southern slopes of Simonsberg
This unit is located on the upper and lower southern slopes of the Simonsberg Mountain
and includes Joubert’s Peak. The steep to undulating slopes present south-eastern and
south-western aspects and are relatively lush. Densely vegetated perennial streams in
ravines such as Keurtjieskloof and Silwermynkloof characterise the unit, with ecological
support areas being predominant here, and on the upper slopes of the mountain.
A narrow strip at the bottom of the unit presents some suitable soils for agriculture
(viticulture), while the southern boundary of this unit is bounded by the Helshoogte Road
(R310). It is considered a highly valued scenic drive. Another distinct characteristic is
the number of windbreaks defining ‘rooms’ for vineyards and other agricultural fields,
often terraced. The use of terracing is a rare feature in the cultural landscape of the
Cape Winelands. Here, the intimate terrain of terracing in the transition from rural to
wilderness creates an ‘unintentional aesthetic’. The only other place where terracing
is found within the Stellenbosch municipal boundary, is on the north-western slopes of
Klapmutskop. This is a highly visible unit, with Simonsberg playing a central role in the
visual landscape of the Cape Winelands. It can be seen from much of the Eerste River

Simonsberg

and Krom River Valleys, the whole of Dwarsrivier and some sections of the Franschhoek
Valley. Consequently, the views from some of the properties and the hiking trails on
the mountain are expansive and awe-inspiring, especially in the dark pink-tinged late
afternoons. The remains of mine workings (shafts and tunnels), and associated settlement
can be found on the upper slopes of the Simonsberg above Pniël. The VOC silvermine
project was a scam and it was abandoned in 1750. It is a unique site and topic of folklore.
It was partially excavated and recorded after a bush fire, and today is an important
focus of local tourism (Lucas 2004).
The unit is highly significant in terms of its aesthetic and landmark quality, and
has exceptional value as a cultural landscape. Any large-scale development will
compromise the quality of this landscape and therefore impact its significance and
widely recognised and cherished values.

Simonsberg sunset

F13 (7.1) Grade IIIb
BANGHOEK

F13 Bang Jonker Kloof
The landscape unit represents the inner Banghoek Kloof, or Bang Jonker Kloof, deeply
incised between the Groot Drakenstein and Jonkershoek mountains. It is cradled by
the Square Tower Peak, The Twins, Virgin Peaks, Virgin Peak, First Ridge Peak, Second
Ridge Peak and Banghoek Peak along its southern boundary. The northern boundary is
defined by Easter Peaks, Spitskop and Buller’s Kop. Several drainage channels run down
the mountain slopes from these peaks, draining into the Banghoek River. The extensive
Hottentots Holland Nature Reserve features a large portion of critical biodiversity and
ecological support areas. This unit is largely undeveloped, with only a few dirt tracks and
hiking trails in the lower section. The natural character of this unit plays a large role in the

View into Bang Jonker Kloof

character of Banghoek, but also the larger Dwarsrivier area, as it features prominently
in key views, especially from the Helshoogte Road. The Franschhoek Tunnel runs through
the Valley.
The significance of this unit is based on the landscape in natural condition and the fact
that it plays a central role in defining the character of the surrounding valley.

Kylemore

Franschhoek can be divided into three
distinct areas according to its landscape
and associated features. The three main
elements that form the boundaries
of these areas are the various sets of
mountains, river networks and roads (see
diagram). Views that constantly change
as one moves through the area add to the
complexity of Franschhoek as a cultural
landscape. Patterns are predominantly
influenced by the presence of vineyards
and remnant plantations on the higher
mountainous slopes. As its name implies,
Franschhoek is strongly associated with
French Huguenot settlers at the Cape.

H FRANSCHHOEK
Landscape Character
Areas

Franschhoek Cul de Sac (H01)

H FRANSCHHOEK
Landscape Character
Areas

The historic town of Franschhoek, and the
landscape cul-de-sac behind it, is framed
by the Wemmershoek, Franschhoek
and Dassenberg mountains, The road
approaching the town from the west
progresses through a series of open views
towards these mountains and enclosed
vegetated edges. It transitions from
vineyards (with edge conditions including
a combination of fences and walls close
to the road) to structures at a distance,
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and then again through vegetated
clusters next to the road. Views towards
the mountains are constantly changing.
The area against the Franschhoek
Mountains has a distinct grain of large
windbreak trees around land units where
there are fruit orchards. Organic fingers of
vegetation give these land units a closeknit feel. Vineyards and evenly spaced
farmyards with irrigation dams are the
elements that make up the pattern within
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H01 (9.1) Grade II
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

H01 Franschhoek Cul-de-Sac
The main structure of this land unit is formed by the Franschhoek mountains which create
a sense of enclosure, dominated by saddle formations and dramatic peaks including
Bushmans Castle and Bushmans Tooth. A number of smaller drainage lines with their
associated ecological support areas run down the mountain sides and feed into the
Franschhoek River. Large areas on the upper reaches of the mountain have critical
biodiversity areas that are still in a natural condition. The soils in the central area, mainly
associated with the Franschhoek River, are very suitable for agriculture. Two roads link
Franschhoek to its surrounding areas: the Robertsvlei Road to the west and the Lambrechts
Road (Olifantshoek Pass) to the east. This landscape unit terminates against the main
road through Franschhoek (R45), where it forms an integral part of the scenic quality
and sense of place within the urban node. Views open between buildings towards the
mountains as a picturesque backdrop. Plantation remnants are found on the higher
slopes of the mountain close to the Franschhoek Pass with expansive views back over
the town. The pattern of this landscape is made up of smaller rectangular blocks with
intermittent farm complexes that are woven together by natural fingers leading from
the mountain, creating a well-balanced and fine texture. The main land use consists of
pasture land, vineyards and orchards with strong windbreak edges. The resilience of this
landscape lies in its ability to absorb change well over the years. The large lush trees add
to the sense of enclosure found within the cul-de-sac of the Franschhoek mountains.

Franschhoek Womans Memorial

Towards the eastern boundary of this land unit, the Guelke map shows a cluster of early
freehold land grants allocated between 1657 and 1750. A number of significant heritage
sites were recorded. Burgundy is an exemplary Cape Dutch complex dating from the late
1700’s in a superb scenic and landscape setting comprising avenues, groves, orchards,
and vineyards. La Bourgonge is well sited with an alignment of mature Oak trees, while
La Petite Dauphine has significance for its landscape more than the structures within
it, and La Dauphine is well-sited within its context with grand views. Other sites include:
Mount Rochelle, Mon Repos, Keerweder and La Bri. An historic outspan area, cemetery
and the finely placed Huguenot Memorial adds to the significance of this landscape
unit. Clusters of workers’ houses are found within this unit, and although the buildings are
mostly in a poor condition, these clusters are well absorbed within the landscape as a
unified whole.
This landscape unit has a high level of ecological significance with the resilience to absorb
change as a unified whole. It has a high degree of aesthetic and historic significance.
Many of the recorded sites are significant in relation to the scenic and natural features
and thus contribute to the resilience of this landscape unit; a rare characteristic. It
would be a great loss if established landscape features are threatened by large-scale
development. This landscape unit is one of the largest areas to be grouped as one unit,
a significant value to protect.

Natural vegetation
along stream

H02 (6.15) Grade IIIb
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

HO2 Olifantshoek Pass
Situated between H01 and H04 (two similar units), the main structural element is the
Franschhoek mountains with the Olifantshoek Pass that traverses it. This land unit features
a large area of critical biodiversity in a natural state with areas of ecological support as
one moves down the slope. The unit features generally unsuitable soils for agriculture.
This unit is a good example of where development has changed the land character. The
dominant components are houses, equally distributed over the land area and placed
within vineyards and natural vegetation. In contrast to the neighbouring land units,
windbreaks and plantation remnants are not among the elements that make up the
pattern. New developments, such as the Fransche Hoek Estate, have not yet settled into
the landscape and therefore have a degrading effect on the inherent character of the
landscape. On a larger scale, this development is an intrusion into the cultural landscape
of Franschhoek. Expansive views are found from the Olifantshoek Pass over the historic
town of Franschhoek. The landscape unit extends as a toe (with tennis courts) into the

View over Franschhoek towards Middelberg

Evenly distributed
homes (new
development)

encroachment
into natural
buffer

town of Franschhoek, adding an interesting dynamic between two historically loaded
landscape units. Plantation remnants are found on the upper slopes of the mountain
and two large areas of early freehold grants are seen closer to the town of Franschhoek.
Numerous significant sites have been recorded in the urban areas of this landscape unit.
Although development has degraded this landscape, it still has scenic and ecological
significance.

H03 (8.05) Grade IIIa
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

Waterwheel

H03 La Cotte
The main structuring element is the dramatic Wemmershoek Mountain that frames the
eastern edge of the town of Franschhoek. Large areas of critical biodiversity (still in natural
condition) are found on the upper reaches of the slopes. Ecological support areas are
found around the drainage lines that run from the mountain slopes to form part of the
Franschhoek River. The lower section of the unit displays highly suitable soils for agriculture.
The main road through Franschhoek forms the western boundary of this landscape unit.
The mountains act as backdrops to the historic buildings in this urban node, denoting
a specific sense of place. Uitsig Road leads up onto the higher foothills, with beautiful
views over Franschhoek. This land unit is similar to H01 in the building blocks that make up
its grain. The combination of vineyards, tree-lined land units, irrigation dams and evenly
distributed farmsteads is characteristic of this landscape unit. Natural vegetation is found
on the mountain slopes and follows the river edges to form organic fingers that keep the
landscape tightly knitted together. Plantation remnants are located on the higher slopes
of the mountain. La Cotte is one of the oldest farms in the Franschhoek Valley and is
currently being redeveloped. La Cotte evolved into a magnificent cultural landscape
that comprises buildings and werf, sections of ringmuur (in places carrying water to work
the watermill), vineyards, grazing lands and mature trees (Oaks, coral trees and London

View from La Cotte

planes). Acorns from an ancient Oak tree on the werf were planted in France in 1920 in
honour of the Battle of Delville Wood. The distribution of water from springs and streams
to supply the emerging town below, played an important cultural role in this landscape.
For fifty years, a volunteer opened and closed the pipes every morning and afternoon.
Two waterfalls are located on the farm of Chamonix. A large number of historic sites
have been recorded within this area of Franschhoek and social significance is high.
This landscape has historic, associational and scientific significance for its innovative
water supply system and use of water power. It also has landscape and aesthetic
significance with a degree of rarity to it, forming part of a larger cultural landscape. A
distinct pattern of dramatic peaks, plantations, vineyards and wilderness outlines the
key features of the cultural landscape in the Cape winelands.

H05 (6.2) Grade IIIb
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

Groendal

H05 Groendal
The Wemmershoek Mountains, with Suikerboskop, form the backdrop to this land unit that
mainly consists of greater Groendal and the informal settlement of Langrug. The open
land on the upper reaches has a layer of critical biodiversity still in a natural state, while
Langrug is developed on a former ecological support area. The critical biodiversity area
is defined by large dirt roads and an irrigation dam. Furthermore, the soils on the upper
parts of Groendal and Langrug are some of the most suitable for agriculture in the area.
The pattern of this land unit is mostly associated with urban development of different
densities. On the higher slopes, expansive views are found towards Dassenberg. The
visually intrusive settlements of upper Groendal and Langrug can be seen from a distance
on the road from Stellenbosch to Franschhoek (R45). Here, development was allowed
without any consideration of its wider context within the Franschhoek Valley. Houses are
built on the highest foothills and there is no spatial reference to the agricultural practices
characteristic of the area. The reflection of light from corrugated-iron structures results

View towards the Wemmershoek Mountains, note Groendal creeping up on the footslopes

in visual disturbance. In old Groendal, numerous late-Victorian cottages, many of them
altered, are located along Keerom and Stibuel Streets, and carry a high level of social
significance. They also add to the value of the streetscapes.
The significance of this landscape unit has been greatly compromised by the
unprecedented density of the Langrug settlement that has crept into the plantation
buffer zone between wilderness and peri-urban plots. Groendal has a high level of
social and representative significance, reflecting segregation as implemented under
the apartheid system and subsequent problems in planning for remedial spatial, social
and economic integration in the Cape winelands.

H06 (8.05) Grade IIIa

Remnant plantation

HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

Dassenberg

Provence main house, Klein La Provence, a villa at the
entrance to Grande Provence, Ricketty Bridge and a
few workers’ cottages.
The significance of this landscape is in the linear
pattern of settlement special to the Cape Winelands.
Any large-scale development developed against the
grain and size of this pattern will have a degrading
effect on the larger cultural landscape. It is important
that view lines are left undisturbed across the
floodplain area towards the mountains.
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H06 Dassenberg
This is an important land unit that stretches along both sides of the road (R45) as it enters
Franschhoek from Stellenbosch. The flat floodplain and its associated ecological support
area places emphasis on the Wemmershoek Mountains and Dassenberg, where
remnant plantations on the hilltop are currently undergoing rehabilitation. The land unit
features a variety of medium to highly suitable soils for agriculture. A combination of
vineyards, open veld and espaliered fruit trees are located in agricultural blocks on the
flat terrain on each side of the road. A few edges are lined with smaller trees, in contrast
to land unit H01 and H03 where large trees are used as windbreaks. Homesteads are
generally found at a distance from the road and hidden in clusters of trees. The river plain
with its tree belt forms a distinct edge between Dassenberg and the vineyards below.
This belt of trees is a continuous line that flows from the ‘natural fingers’ on the mountain
slopes in unit H01. A strong pattern of settlement is seen along the Franschhoek River
with numerous heritage-worthy structures as part of this pattern. These include Grande
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Diagrammatic illustration of important
views and position of homesteads

H07 (5.35) Grade IIIb
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

H07 Strip of open fallow land
This land unit is a deviation from the rest of the landscape units in Franschhoek. It consists
of a thin strip of open fallow land that stretches from the apex of the Wemmershoek
Mountains, over the R45, to the floodplains of the Franschhoek River. The Robertsvlei
Road joins the R45 in this location, with a small cluster of workers’ houses associated with
the plantation industry. It is an interesting break from the rest of the agricultural typology
of vineyards in the area. Furthermore, most of the soils south of the R45 and a large
percentage of the soils to the north of it are highly suitable for agriculture. A degraded
critical biodiversity area is found behind La Motte village, which coincides with a strip of
early freehold land grants. One of the old plantation settlements is located adjacent to
the R45. The landscape of Franschhoek was known for its plantations, that started as part
of a job creation programme in the early 20th century. The land unit is criss-crossed by
numerous footpaths leading from the settlement to the top of the mountain, and halfbuilt structures add to the sense of neglect and disuse.

View over channel in land unit H07

H08 (8.05) Grade IIIa
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

Plane tree avenue along the R45

F08 La Motte
The Kastaiings River flows from Perdekop and links up with the Franschhoek River. Large
areas of critical biodiversity and ecological support areas are found in this unit. The unit
presents a mix of medium to highly suitable soils for agriculture. The dominating pattern
is characterised by the smaller land parcels used as ‘lifestyle’ farms with vineyards and
organic lines of natural vegetation. In this land unit, residential dwellings are situated
closer to the road than in H06 or H07. Roadside trees are located on both sides of the
road along the R45, but the line is not consistent and varies in spacing from 15m to 60m
apart. The effect of a gateway is created where the trees are spaced closer together.
The historic farm wef of La Motte is found on the northern side of the R45 at some distance
from the road. The complex has significant buildings and landscape features and boasts
four Provincial Heritage Sites (previous National Monuments) - the manor house (c1751),
Jonkershuis (c1752), cellar (c1782) and the water mill erected between 1752 and 1793.
New tourist facilities have been added behind. According to the La Motte website (2018):
“The La Motte cemetery, reserved for burials of Franschhoek residents since the late 18th

Wemmernshoek Mountains with new development

century, is a recently restored historic site on the estate.” Some plantation remnants are
found on the higher foothills of the Wemmershoek Mountains. The backdrop of mountains
on both sides of the R45 adds to its aesthetic appeal and to the notion of a gateway
leading towards Franschhoek. Opposite the gate to Pierneef La Motte Restaurant, on
the southern side of the road, is an iconic view of a modest vernacular cottage shaded
by two old oaks, set in flat fields against the mountain backdrop. The historic entrance
to the La Motte farm connected to the R45 at a 90-degree angle, but the new entrance
follows the diagonal line of the early freehold land grants.
This landscape unit carries significance for its role as gateway towards Franschhoek, and
has historic and aesthetic value. The lightly fenced flat lands on the southern side of
the R45 are planted with low-lying species, such as lavender, thus affording unrestricted
perspective and views from the road.

Workers cottage and lavender fields next to the R45

H09 (6.7) Grade IIIb
HISTORIC FRANSCHHOEK

F09 Transition unit to historic Franschhoek
This landscape unit acts as a threshold between the larger area of Drakenstein and the
more defined Franschhoek. Pockets of critical biodiversity elements are found within this
unit and the soils present a mixture of medium to highly suitable agricultural soils, mainly
arranged along the alluvial lines. Roadside trees are located on the northern side of the
R45 entering Franschhoek, spaced at approximately 30m, leading up to the gateway in
unit H08. The Franschhoek River winds along the southern portion of this land unit and is
characterised by dense vegetation along its banks. Larger units of open fallow land and
vineyards, with a cluster of ‘lifestyle’ farms adjacent to the R45, are located within the
eastern portion of the land unit. Moving away from the road, farm clusters and smaller
land parcels increase. A small semi-circular pattern of planted vineyards is a rare feature
next to the road. Large views are afforded from the road towards the Wemmershoek
Mountains, where a few intrusive mansions on the edge of the mountain draw attention.

View towards the Wemmershoek Mountains

This landscape unit is part of a pattern of open views and enclosed land units along the
R45 before entering Franschhoek and builds up to the whole scenic experience.

Views over floodplain towards mountains

The area that transitions from Dwarsrivier to
Franschhoek is a combination of completely
different land units. These vary from vineyards to
rehabilitated plantations of the Berg River Valley,
and the valley bottoms of the Wemmershoek and
Franschhoek rivers, each with its own backdrop of
mountain ranges. The character of the units along
the R45 are made up of groups of associated
features:
• Foothills of the Groot Drakenstein
mountains with open fallow land.

H Franschhoek Landscape Unit Rating
Item
Protected areas 10 Critical Biodiversity
Ecological area 9 Ecolofical support areas 7
agriculture 4 Urban 1
Aesthetic
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Viewshed, Scene, Diversity, enclosure,
unity, colour, texture, balance,
proportion, form
Age, Pattern representivity and
accosiation, rarity, condition

Meaning and cultural accosiations,
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Degree of acceptable
NCW
Grade 3c
Grade 3b
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•
•
•
•

Floodplains with large windbreaks and
vineyards along the Wemmershoek River.
Open rehabilitated floodplains below the
Berg River with the Groot Drakenstein and
Middelberg mountains as edges to the dam.
Bakenkop and its distinctive soil conditions
with the Wemmershoek village and 		
wetland features.
Bakenkop with vineyards.
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H10 (5.7) Grade IIIb
TRANSITION AREA

H10 Wemmershoek
The entire land unit is made is up of critical biodiversity areas in natural and degraded
state and the soils are generally moderately suitable for agriculture. It has a gradual
slope towards the base of the rocky outcrops of the Wemmershoek mountains, with
Bakenskop forming the visual backdrop. A large wetland is situated between the old
railway line and R45. Most of this land unit is still in a natural condition. The Wemmershoek
Sawmill acts as a node and the village on the eastern side is laid out in a regular grid,
diagonally to the road. The area around the sawmill and the surrounding landscape
appears undefined. This land unit mostly consists of open land that formed part of a
historic outspan. The Primary School, sawmill and village, as well as the sewage works on
the western boundary of this land unit, are intrusive on that space, yet the sawmill and
some homes are significant elements within the cultural landscape.

Wemmershoek

Wemmershoek sawmill

The sawmill and school have a high level of social significance and the surroundings
have ecological significance.

H11 (4.7) Grade IIIc
TRANSITION AREA

H11 Bakenkop
The distinct geology and areas of critical diversity on the slopes of Bakenskop should be
read with land unit H10. What differentiates this land unit is the presence of vineyards,
open fallow land, and a farm cluster at the foot of Bakenskop. Soils in this area are highly
suitable for agriculture. A strip of leftover pine trees (windbreak) follows the semicircular
placement of the homes along the foot of Bakenskop. Bakenskop itself is highly visible
from the surrounding landscape.
This land unit has landscape and ecological significance in the larger context.

Bakenkop

H12 (7.4) Grade IIIb
TRANSITION AREA

H12 Floodplains of the Wemmershoek River and Kleinberg
Bobbejaankrans and Kleinberg, together with the flat floodplains of the Wemmershoek
River and the winding R301, comprise the main structuring components of this land
unit. Large critical biodiversity areas in natural condition are found on the slopes of
Bobbejaankrans to the north and ecological support areas are located around Kleinberg
and the river. More than half of the unit presents highly suitable soils for agriculture. This
land unit is stitched with a well-defined and bold landscape with large windbreak trees,
vineyards and open fallow land on land parcels of various shapes and sizes. These
add texture to the surrounding landscape and stimulate an unusual interest. The rocky
outcrops of Bobbejaankrans, that contrast with the green tree-covered Kleinberg, are
stitched together by strong, regular lines of large windbreak trees. The further contrast
of the flat floodplain against Kleinberg makes this landscape even more dramatic. An
L-shaped early freehold land grant is situated at the foot of Kleinberg. This coincides with
a handsome Victorian farm complex, Antioch, set in a magnificent landscape setting,
replete with a fine avenue and many mature trees.

View towards Kleinberg

This is an interesting cultural landscape with aesthetic and scenic significance, and with
a degree of rarity. The removal of strong lines and windbreak trees in this landscape
unit would be a great loss. The Hollandse Molen and the recreational village of timber
structures is an intrusion next to the R301.

H13 (5.35) Grade IIIb
TRANSITION AREA

H13 BridgeHouse
This landscape unit includes the foot slopes of the Drakenstein Mountains with Drakenstein
Peak and Afrikaskop in the distance. The foot slopes of the mountain are covered in
areas of critical biodiversity in natural and degraded state. Most of the soils in this unit
are only moderately suitable for agriculture. The dramatic mountain backdrop and
expansive views from the higher slopes add to the unit’s scenic quality. These footslopes,
with predominantly open fallow and pasture land, feature a number degraded land
uses that include a race track, paddocks, intrusive private estates, and central pivot
irrigation systems. Bridge House private school is situated against the road and at night
the illuminated sports field result in light pollution in the surrounding landscape.
This landscape unit has scenic and aesthetic significance with intrusive private land use.

View towards the Wemmershoek Mountains

R45 towards Franschhoek

H14 (4.8) Grade IIIc
TRANSITION AREA

NCW

H14 Berg River Flood Basin
This predominantly degraded land unit in the flood basin under the Berg River dam wall,
was part of a job-creation initiative from 1917 that focused efforts around plantations
in the Franschhoek area. Most of the soils in this unit are only moderately suitable for
agriculture. Matoppie and Afrikakop frame the landscape on the two sides of the dam
wall. Matoppie is a landmark feature with its zigzag service roads recognisable from a
distance. All the remnant plantations have been removed, but the landscape is still in a
degraded state and would have to be rehabilitated further to return most of this critical
biodiversity area to its natural condition. The Jim Fouche Picnic Area forms part of this
land unit, as an abandoned place with only the large Eucalyptus trees of the picnic
terrain remaining, but it retains strong cultural memories in the community and region.
Open views are afforded to and from this landscape unit.
This landscape unit has some historic, archaeological and ecological significance, but
remains a landscape in distress (large NCW non-conservation worthy area marked in
grey) and intervention is needed to restore the quality to its full potential. Any large-scale
infrastructure will have a degrading effect.

Berg River Floodplain

The Robertsvlei area is located between
Dassenberg and Middelberg and lies
parallel to Franschhoek. The character of
this pocket is in contrast to the townscape
of Franschhoek. This area is rural and
natural with little development. Remnant
plantations are found on the mountain
edges and the Robertsvlei wetland system
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is located on the valley bottom. The
Robertsvlei Road links this pocket with the
larger Franschhoek area.

H FRANSCHHOEK
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H15 (6.45) Grade IIIb
ROBERTSVLEI

Remnant Plantation on Middelberg

H15 Forestry settlement
This land unit is situated between the Dassenberg and Middelberg Mountains, with
the Robertsvlei Road traversing centrally between them. Areas of critical biodiversity
in natural condition are found in this land unit and are a valuable asset where they
have not yet been disturbed by plantations. Most of the soils are of a moderate to high
suitability for agriculture. This secluded valley once served as grazing land and ruins
of longhouses were excavated before the dam was constructed. Robertsvlei Road
(dirt road) is characterised by the fact that it offers clear views unobstructed by any
structures. It runs parallel to the main road (R45) and provides an alternative route round
Franschhoek. Open land with remnant plantations is found on the eastern slopes of
Dassenberg and the scars created by the plantation service roads are visible on both the
eastern and western aspects. The remains of Driefontein village, an early 20th century
forestry settlement, are remarkably well preserved and there is a burial ground. Timber is
the main building material used in the construction of these modest structures.

Remnant Plantation

Significance is found in the historic reference to the plantation industry and social
significance for the forestry settlement. It is a valuable ecological unit and any form of
development would have a degrading effect.

H16 (6.25) Grade IIIb
ROBERTSVLEI

H16 Roberts Valley Farm
This land unit reads with unit H15, but is different due to a slight deviation in land use and
the presence of three farm complexes. Remnant plantations are located on the slopes of
the Middelberg Mountains with a few evenly divided vineyard blocks on the plains below
them. These are situated between the Dassenberg and Middelberg mountains and
Skerp Heuwel. The vineyards correspond with the soils of high suitability for agriculture,
with the remaining soils in the valley of a moderate suitability. A few irrigation dams are
located within this area. The Robertsvlei Road allows access to the town of Franschhoek
and the R45. This is also the point of access to the Berg River Dam. Some homes are visible
on the foothills of Dassenberg as well as Middelberg Mountains, presumably part of the
Robertsvlei settlement. Natural wetlands are found along the Robertsvlei. The entire
Roberstvlei area (H16 and H17) is part of a critical biodiversity area. The original Roberts
Valley farm is now represented by a modest early 20th century Victorian complex of
farm buildings with architectural and landscape significance. On the edge of this land

Robertsvlei Road

unit views are found towards the Berg River Dam. This land unit displays ecological
significance together with historic significance relating to the plantation remnants and
the Roberts Valley Farm complex. Prestigious estates are a major intrusion within this land
unit and have a degrading effect on the landscape. Large-scale infrastructure and ad
hoc architectural ‘themes’ are contrary to the character of the Cape Winelands.

Berg River Dam

Scanned by CamScanner

Several heritage features, in particular the
station complex described as part of the
Klapmuts Core proves to be interesting
features within the landscape. Functional
areas in Klapmuts include Klapmuts
core (I01-I02), belt (I03- I06), and outskirts
(I05). The belt keeps Klapmuts within a
larger natural structure. The gateway
in I04 forms part of this belt system. The
outskirts are not a particular area with a
specific character, rather a grouping of
random and fragmented landscapes with
different land uses caused by the number
of roads that cut through this landscape
(I06 -I12). The transition land unit (I05) has
significance for its high quality soils rural
character and expansive views.
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Scanned by CamScanner

with bifacial flaking, while these particular
artefacts were not found in a formal
archaeological context, their presence
even on the surface gives testimony to the
presence of our human ancestors on this
landscape for millennia.

Windbreakds

Kaplan (2006) describes Klapmuts as a
severely degraded pre-colonial cultural
landscape, which is no longer considered
archaeologically sensitive, vulnerable or
threatened. According to Malan (2017):
apart from the Klapmuts Hotel and a few
typical 1930s houses, there are very few
buildings of architectural significance in
Klapmuts. Historically, the character of
the settlement was that of a poor and
generally disenfranchised community:
farm labourers, the unemployed, and
those trying to eke out a living from rail
construction and associated odd jobs.
A lock-up and convict station were
established near the Klapmuts station at
the turn of the century. Convicts were a
source of free labour in both rural areas
and towns. The quartering of workers for
the railway line, its locality in the winelands
(with its infamous dop system), and the
establishment of a convict outpost was
a formula for attracting displaced and
disadvantaged people. Early and Middle
Stone Age tools were found scattered on
Klapmutskop; large flakes and cores, some

View over Klapmuts Valley

I KLAPMUTS

Klapmuts Core

Klapmuts Belt

Klapmuts outskirt

Klapmuts Gateways

I KLAPMUTS
Landscape Areas
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Klapmuts Core

I01 (4.9) Grade IIIc
KLAPMUTS TOWN

Eucalypthus Avenue next to Hotel

I05 Klapmuts Core
The core of Klapmuts is located on a flat area with a drainage line running through its
centre. The drainage line and open fields still act as ecological support areas, and soils
are moderately suited to agricultural use (viticulture). The railway line and train station
is based on a grid system of roads that runs parallel to the railway line. The Station was
inaugurated in 1863, and the 1873 map shows the station as focal point for the plan
(Malan 2017). The Klapmuts Hotel was built by the Ward family in the late 1980’s, and
become a famous watering hole for travellers. The Klapmuts hotel, an intact Victorian
structure (rare), forms part of the station complex with large Eucalyptus trees, a small
chapel, and barn structure. Although this precinct had significance, it is badly composed
and neglected. The Industrial node, a strip, within the original grid, features the following
cluttered land uses: garage, second hand farm implements and a shopping centre.

Klapmuts Hotel

South of the railway line, in a grid layout of 40x15m are a number of 1930’s houses. Views
towards Simonsberg and Klapmutskop are important features that maintain the sense
of place.
The grid and remaining historic fabric around the Klapmuts Station and hotel as the
intended core of Klapmuts could become design indicators for new development
and views towards Klapmutskop and Simonsberg should be maintained. Klapmuts
has a number of degraded land uses and a number of dilapidated structures due to
economic pressure.

I02 (4.85) Grade IIIc
KLAPMUTS TOWN

NCW

I02 Klapmuts Sprawl
The land unit is located in the lower bowl of Klapmuts and is relatively flat, rising towards
the footslopes of Klapmutskop. Critical biodiversity and ecological support areas are
found around the open fields, wetland and drainage line in the northwestern and eastern
section of this land unit. The soils are moderate to poorly suited for agriculture (viticulture),
as can be deduced from the lack of any vineyards or orchards. The landscape comprise
open fallow land, and expanding formal and informal settlement: housing estates and
commercial development along Adam Tas Road (R44). The Klapmuts Primary School
with sports fields are centrally located within the unit. Views from this unit is dominated
by Klapmutskop and Simonsberg, with their foot slopes. A portion of one of the early
freehold land grants is located towards the western boundary of the unit. Other than

Workers Cottages

this, the unit has a low heritage value, with the only significant features being two distinct
workers cottages on the southern edge. They, together with a few large Eucalyptus trees
seem to be the only remnant of a farm. Within the larger context of Klapmuts, these new
housing developments are seen as an intrusive feature as it neglects the fine grain of the
town of Klapmuts and sprawl into the larger open fields. As a result this land parcel is seen
as NCW (non-conservation worthy. The Vinimark warehouse seems to add, rather than
detract from the landscape. Innovative remediative action (development/densification)
should restore this land unit to act as a transition between the core of Klapmuts and its
foothills.

I03 (6.4) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS BELT

I03 Klapmuts Foot slopes
The northern footslopes of Klapmutskop gently slopes down from the crest, which feature
a clump of trees and remnant Renosterveld which comprise a distinct critical biodiversity
area in a natural condition. The majority of soils in the unit are moderately suitable for
agriculture (viticulture), with a section immediately west of the Klapmuts being highly
suitable. A large round reservoir is located in the upper reaches of the unit and a number
of trails emanate from this point. The unit is elevated from the rest of the valley, which
makes it highly visible and thus plays an important role in establishing the agricultural or
pastoral character of Klapmuts. The northern footslopes are also highly visible from the
N1 Highway.
Clusters of trees, contour paths and Renosterveld forms part of a beautiful composition,
and has scenic and aesthetic as well as ecological and contextual value. This landscape
forms part of the ‘belt’ that holds Klapmuts in place and maintains the character of
Klapmuts. This landscape has the ability to fulfill a number of recreational needs of the
town of Klapmuts, but urban sprawl will compromise its integrity.
Remnant Eucalypthus plantation

Klapmutskop foot slopes

View from mid-slope

I04 (6.0) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS BELT

I04 Gateway unit
This unit is predominantly flat, with the western section gradually sloping upwards
towards Klapmutskop. The area east of the Adam Tas Road (R44) feature several critical
biodiversity and ecological support areas in a natural condition along the drainage lines
crossing the unit. Some of these drainage lines also appear in a somewhat degraded
condition. The majority of soils in the unit are only moderately or not suitable for agriculture
(viticulture). The entire unit is characterised by strong lines of windbreak trees protecting
pockets of citrus trees and vineyards. These windbreaks, together with the windbreaks
in unit I10, distinctly form the western and southern gateway towards Klapmuts and are
therefore some of the most important landscape features to retain within the Klapmuts
area. A significant feature of this land unit is the fact that it is spans the R44 and therefore
not only acts as a well-defined buffer of the Klapmuts node, but also a gateway to
the Cape Winelands towards Stellenbosch. An important burial ground (80 graves) is
located on the Klapmuts-Simondium Road (Kaplan 2006). According to the sites layer,

Historic image showing Simonsberg (Malan: 2018)

several archaeological artefacts have been found in this area.
The windbreaks are considered an important landscape feature to retain. These
windbreaks gives this landscape unit it function as a gateway and it therefore has
contextual significance within the larger context of the winelands. It has even more
contextual significance being part of the ‘belt’ system that holds Klapmuts in place.

I05 (6.3) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS BELT

Old Olive tree

I05 Natte Vallij
The topography of this unit is largely flat to rolling, leading up to a low hill in the east
against Simonsberg. This particular hill is part of a larger belt and, together with its
associated drainage line, present critical biodiversity and ecological support areas in
a natural condition. The soils in this unit are highly suitable for the production of wine
(viticulture), and dominated views over vineyards and natural rolling hills that contributes
to the scenic quality of the route (R44) that traverse it. From aerial photographs,
darker coloured rings are discernible in the soil under vineyards. These rings are called
‘terminalia’ and refer to ancient termite mounds that is found on highly fertile soils in the
study area. This unit is flanked by Klapmutskop and the footslopes of Kanonkop, before
crossing over and down into the Krom River Valley it functions as pastoral boundary.
The land unit was originally part of the Natte Vallei farm (Paarl 1900 Map), a unique

View towards Simonsberg and Kanonkop

and interesting linear farm werf with a dovecot/fowl house and brandy stills . The werf
is extremely well sited within a lush garden and mature trees. A well established Olive
Grove of some age is located amongst the vineyards of the Anura Wine Farm.
This landscape unit is considered as an important transition zone between the scenic
winelands and the Klapmuts area and therefore has contextual significance. It has a
high level of agricultural potential with high quality soil. Loss of valuable agricultural
soil is a threat in the winelands, and therefore no development should be permitted to
compromise the function as an an agricultural unit.

I06 (4.8) Grade IIIc
KLAPMUTS OUTSKIRTS
NCW

Anyswortelrug

I06 Mixed smallholdings
The N1 forms the northern boundary of this landscape unit, which topographically
falls to the east. The Adam Tas Road (R44) cuts the unit roughly in half and the R101
crosses through the eastern section of the unit. Views from this unit leads the eye toward
Simonsberg and to Drakenstein in the east. This landscape has a agricultural character,
with smallholdings, windbreaks and open fields being dominant features. West of the
R44, vineyards, a small dam and a newly developed housing estate compares well
with the historical Transnet staff village and expansive open fields to the east. The unit
features two main drainage lines with ecological support areas and the open fields
represent critical biodiversity areas in a natural condition. Klapmuts have moderately
suitable soil for agriculture (viticulture). The historical Anyswortelrug Road with a mature
Eucalyptus Avenue extends onto Drakenstein municipality across the N1. The piece of

land flanked by the R44 in the west, the R101 in the north and R45 in the south represents
a conglomeration of various interesting historic structures. Two buildings immediately
adjacent to the R44 used to be the old police station and general dealer. Behind these,
an old water tank and several older houses are arranged along a diagonal road leading
towards the cemetery. This road could have been a more formal road in the past, but is
currently lost due to farm boundaries. The historic Transnet staff village and extension is
still relatively intact and contributes to the sense of place of the area.
This unit represent an interesting collection of land uses past and present and has
ecological as well as historic significance with potential for development. The Rosenmeer
estate is classified as NCW (non-conservation worthy).

Small holding with plant hire

Transnet staff houses

View towards Klapmutskop

I07 (5.75) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS OUTSKIRTS

I07 Port Jackson
This unit is located on a relatively flat piece of land with a slight raise to the west. It is
located between the N1 and the railway line. The Cape Nature biodiversity mapping
states that the area is predominantly covered in critical biodiversity areas, with some
red data species, in natural and degraded conditions. At present, it is however covered
in invasive Port Jackson trees. The unit features moderately suitable soils for agriculture
(viticulture), Illegal settlement, sewage works, and a power plant. A recycling waste
deposit is located in the strip between the railway line and the Old Paarl Road. A
section of one of the early freehold grants are located in the central section. Due to

View back towards Simonsberg and Klapmutskop

the slight raise in topography in the western section, the unit is partly visible from the N1
highway. The Port Jacksons screen most of the (illegal) activities in the unit. The industrial
infrastructure in the unit does not detract from its immediate surroundings, as it already
has a light industrial character.
This landscape has ecological significance.

Port Jacksons and transmission lines adding to the neglected feel of the land unit

I08 (5.65) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS OUTSKIRTS

I08 Western Gateway
TPredominantly flat, open fallow land is located between the railway line and N1 highway.
The Old Paarl Road (R101) cuts through the unit, dividing it in two. It is characterised by
the use of windbreak trees to shelter orchards and vineyards. Only a small corner of land
to the east of the unit feature some critical biodiversity in a natural condition and soils
are moderately suitable for agriculture. Due to the open character of the surrounding
landscape, the unit is very visible from the N1 highway, but also from the Krom River
Valley.
This unit, together with land unit I04 acts as the gateway upon entering Klapmuts with
the windbreak trees as defining element. Any insensitive development will impact on the
pastoral character of the Krom River Valley.

The footslopes of Klapmuts seen from Krom River. Intrusive development in the foreground

I09 (5.2) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS OUTSKIRTS

I09 Unit within Drakenstein
This is the only land unit on the northern side of the N1and it juts into the Drakenstein
Municipal area. It consists of three poultry farms with chicken batteries, and one
vegetable nursery (in newly erected tunnels). The landscape is predominantly flat and
gently falls to the north. It is highly visible from the N1 highway and the upper reaches
of Klapmutskop. A drainage line is located along the eastern boundary and leads
to a more undeveloped section of the farm which features critical biodiversity areas
in a natural condition. As can be deduced from the lack of extensive vineyards and
orchards, the soils are moderately suitable for agriculture (viticulture). What is currently

regarded as a degraded land use within the Stellenbosch winelands fits into its context
on the northern side of the N1, where more of these land uses are found.
This landscape has scenic and agricultural significance within the Drakenstein
municipality.

I10 (5.25) Grade IIIb
KLAPMUTS OUTSKIRTS

I10 Fragments
The eastern outskirts of Klapmuts, like Units I08 and I09, is clustered around the R101, R45
and the railway. In this unit, the R45 forms the southern boundary and curves at a 45
degree angle towards Franschhoek. The railway represents the northern boundary of
the unit. The landscape gently falls to the east, resulting in expansive views towards the
Drakenstein valley and Mountains. The unit itself is highly visible from the R45 and feature
vineyards and agricultural tunnels which fit in well with the pastoral character of the
area. A small area in between the western vineyards and tunnels feature a piece of land
with natural vegetation. It is mapped as a critical biodiversity area in a natural condition,
but is currently being informally mined for sand. The soils are moderately suitable for
agriculture.

as a critical biodiversity area in a natural condition and a drainage line in the south east
feature some ecological support areas. The soils are moderately suitable for agriculture.
This combination of landscape fragments grouped in one unit has significance for its
visibility pastoral character of the area.

Between the railway line and the R45, iIt mainly features neglected veld and the eastern
section is mapped as a critical biodiversity area in a natural condition. From aerial
photographs it is evident that the area is used for informal settlement.
Between the N1 and the R45, the unit present farming infrastructure (Welgemeend and
Welgelee) and some neglected vineyards and fields. The northern boundary is mapped

View towards Klapmuts from the R45

Simple shed with expansive views over the Haweqwas Mountians

View over shade structures used for agriculture

