Heritage Survey: Stellenbosch Rural Areas
by Penny Pistorius and Stewart Harris - June 2004
Sub Area Name

Catalogue Number
02.00

Property Name

Alternative Names

Jonkershoek Valley, Jonkershoek

Farm Number

Linkages

n/a

Heritage Resource Name

Type of Resource

Jonkershoek Valley

landscape

Composites
1. Old North Bank Road
2. Old South Bank Road
3. Old South Bank water channel

Photo Date

Photographer

Photo Title
Diagram of landscape patterns in lower Jonkershoek Valley, from
KrugerRoos Survey of the Current Status of Historical Farmsteads
around Stellenbosch, 1998.

Photo Date

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
1:50 000 map with boundary of properties in the sub-area (red line)
and ridgeline (brown dots) added (north true).
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Photo Date

Photographer

Photo Title
1902 map CAM2-409, which emphasises the enclosed nature of the
valley (north true)

Description
Visual Description

Notes

Jonkershoek is a typical (but particularly deep and narrow) Cape
Winelands 'cul-de-sac' valley, topographically defined and
enclosed by mountain ranges on three sides. The ridgelines of
these mountains average about 1000 m, with major peaks up to
500 m higher. The dominant peak in the valley (though not the
highest) is The Twins, about midway up the valley in the
Jonkershoekberge, on the north side of the valley. Its jagged,
dramatic outline is an icon of the valley landscape and the
dominant background element of many significant views. The
Stellenboschberg range on the south side is steeper and less
folded than the Jonkershoekberge and has a more even, less
jagged ridgeline.
Jonkershoek is the valley of the Eerste River, which rises as
various small springs and streams at the head of the valley and is
fed and strengthened by many more side-streams as it winds its
way down the valley floor towards Stellenbosch. These streams
have eroded the sides of the valley into a series of kloofs, which
alternate with ridges and stepped, round-topped hills. In its lower
reaches, where the slope of the valley floor is gentle and wider,
the river follows a shifting, meandering course, splitting and
rejoining to form islands. Each side of the river, at intervals where
the foothills pull back from it, there are level, fertile water
meadows, backed and enclosed by the steep ridges of the hills. At
the mouth of the valley the Eerste River curves westward around
the foot of Stellenboschberg and the north bank widens out to a
gently sloping plain which stretches up to the folded foothills of
Bothmaskop -- the "sentinel" that guards the valley entrance and
separates it from Banghoek valley, running parallel on the far side
of Jonkershoekberge.
The history and cultural landscape patterns of Jonkershoek
result from the interaction of people with its particular topography,
geology, hydrology, microclimates, etc, as well as external factors
such as changes in economy and technology. The easily-irrigated,
low-lying, fertile water meadows of the lower valley and the
sloping entrance plain were the "incubator" of early agriculture
and settlement, and have been intensively farmed since. The
major historical farmsteads were established on the slopes
overlooking their fields, often with their backs to sub-valleys, both
for shelter (the valley is windy) and to take advantage of the
streams descending from the kloofs above. Agricultural use of the
land spread outward from the valley floor and up the easier slopes
of the foothills, or jumped the steep slopes to the tops of the
gently-rounded hills. Increasingly, vineyards are now being
established on higher slopes of Jonkershoekberg: a continuing
response to changes in economy and advances in agricultural
technology. Orchards, which were once a feature of the valley
floor, have all but disappeared -- but a few olive groves have
made an appearance on the slopes.

Throughout this data base, unless otherwise
indicated, the orientation of maps and aerial photos
of the valley has been adjusted approximately 40
degrees anti-clockwise and directions given in
descriptions are simplified. True north east (the
Jonkershoekberge range) is therefore referred to as
NORTH, south west (Stellenboschberg) as SOUTH,
north west (Stellenbosch) is called WEST and south
east (the head of the valley) is called EAST.
The catalogue numbers of properties are ordered
from the south entrance to the valley (Vergenoegd),
up the south bank of the Eerste River to
Jonkershoek (Catalogue No 02.15a, b, etc) and back
down the north bank of the river.
Historical properties which have subsequently been
subdivided into several modern properties are listed
as separate properties with the catalogue no.
extension /00. The history of these greater properties
is under the /00 entries. They are Jonkershoek
historical property (Wynand, Uitvlugt): 02.15/00, Old
Nectar (Weltevreden): 02.20/00, Klein Gustrouw
(Leef op Hoop): 02.34/00 and Lanzerac
(Schoongezicht): 02.37/00. The other two historical
properties, Mount Happy (02.03, now Bengale) and
Assegaaibosch (02.14) are still intact and their
history is given in the Property entry.
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Probably because of their higher agricultural viability, at some
period parts of the lower-lying areas along the river were
subdivided into smallholdings. Improved roads and transport have
made the valley easily accessible from Stellenbosch town, which
has also expanded right up to its entrance. The amenity value of
small land parcels in the valley has now outstripped their
agricultural value, some have been re-subdivided and are no
longer farmed, although a set minimum subdivision size has
limited further subdivision. Many owners (of both farms and
smallholdings) now supplement their farming income or subsidise
their properties by letting cottages -- either converted workers'
dwellings or purpose-built. An opposite trend can be observed at
the valley mouth, however, where the owner of Lanzerac has
increased the size of the farm by assembling neighbouring land
parcels and developing vineyards. And wine is being made again
at Klein Gustrouw, Leef op Hoop, and higher in the valley at Oude
Nektar, where vineyards have been greatly expanded.
The patterns of the upper valley differ somewhat from those in
the lower valley. Historically, these areas were remote and not
easily accessible. Assegaaibosch and Jonkershoek farm were the
transition point where the valley changed from a rural landscape
backed by mountains, to a "wilderness" where wood and honey
could be gathered in the kloofs and intrepid sightseers could
admire the waterfalls, but which remained largely uninhabited
and undeveloped. To a large degree this is still the case. In the
mid-20th C the transition was emphasised by the introduction of
forestry at Jonkershoek. Intensive mono-cropping of pines on the
upper slopes has established a "green belt" of trees between
farming and wilderness; but activity has increased and intensified
in this formerly remote area through the development of roads
and forestry villages ("bosdorpe") and increasing recreational use.
The Eerste River was the source of domestic water for
Stellenbosch from the establishment of the town. Initially the
supply was part of the millstream system, taken from lower down
the river. From the early 20th C water has been taken from a dam
above Jonkershoek farm and piped to the town. The water supply
theme has continued, with the construction of Kleinplaas Dam in
the valley, which is linked to the regional water supply system and
supplied from Theewaterskloof Dam in the neighbouring
catchment area.
Upper Jonkershoek and Assegaaibosch have retained their
remote character and are now nature reserves, integrated with the
greater Hottentots Holland Nature Reserve that wraps around the
valley and extends into the mountains beyond.

History
Natural History
In its indigenous climax landscape we imagine a densely planted valley bottom, virtually a forest of large trees like
Yellowwood, spreading along the watermeadows and the shifting course of the Eerste Rivier, mixed with a rampant
growth of lesser trees and shrubs that also reached up the tributary streams. We imagine a distinctive edge between this
and the suddenly steeper foothills clad with Fynbos and Renosterbos: proteas and more than a thousand species of
indigenous plants still thrive. Gradually the veld became rawer on the higher slopes, and above were bare mountain
peaks, snow-clad in winter, baking in summer. There is a variety of micro-climates with different qualities of the north and
south sides. The valley is very windy in summer, and the rain in winter can cause sudden flooding. A wide variety of fauna
inhabited it, including carnivores: the last lion was shot in 1712; leopards remain today.
De Vos 1979 writes, ‘The indigenous vegetation is to be seen more or less as it may have been originally [in the] . . .
upper reaches of Jonkershoek, including Swartbos Kloof, the kloofs and slopes of the Jonkersberg Twin Peaks, the Ridge
Peaks, Victoria Peak and Dwarsberg. In this area, to which the public has access during the winter months . . . with strict
control making fires a rare occurrence, the veld has enough time to recover, so that climax communities are re-established
with a few years after veld fires [. . .] Fine stands of [Cape sclerophyletic] fynbos are . . . still found on the open slopes
above the plantations in Jonkershoek, where it forms dense communities of shrubs up to three meters high, interspersed
with occasional small trees. Under these shrubs there is a dense jumble of smaller shrubs, grasses, rushes and reeds,
annuals and bulbs. The dominant components of the fynbos are high shrubs of the protea family [. . .] In Jonkershoek, the
area best known for its flora, research officers of the Department of Forestry have found 1,100 species [of indigenous
plants].’
Bigalke 1979 writes that in the Stellenbosch area, ‘Mountain zebra may have disappeared from the slopes and eland,
hartebeest, rhinoceros, elephant and hippopotamus are no longer to be seen. But the smaller antelope -- vaal ribbok,
klipspringer, grysbok, grey duiker and steenbok -- are still about and a small herd of eland has been reintroduced to
Jonkershoek. Leopards too have survived, as have lynx, wild cat, black-backed jackal and smaller predators. Baboon
troops still roam the mountains and the small mammal fauna has probably not changed. Birds, reptiles and amphibians
also do not seem to have been affected by the passage of time.’
History
The earliest inhabitants of the Stellenbosch area, from about 700 000 years ago, were Early Stone Age people. They left
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artefacts such as hand axes and diggers which they made from sandstone boulders. Middle Stone Age people lived in the
area from about 150 thousand to 30 thousand years ago (links to San hunter-gatherers).
From up to two thousand years ago Khoi pastoralists visited Stellenbosch annually in January as part of the pattern of
transmigration. They burnt the fynbos cover in patches, allowing fresh grass and young plants to emerge with the autumn
rains for the following season’s grazing, and moved on when the cattle had diminished the previous season's growth.
Changes to the natural ecosystem were therefore already becoming apparent before 1000AD. The Khoi established tracks
through otherwise dense bush. The meadows they burnt on the valley floor and foothills formed fields in the landscape.
Each year their herds pruned the watermeadows and gentle slopes, cropping back emerging trees and encouraging fresh
growth. These tracks and clearings would have been attractive to early agriculturalists and we surmise that the strangely
scattered pattern of the first grants are a palimpsest of Khoi land use. The other chief factor influencing land chosen by
new settlers was how easily it could be irrigated. Something quite new was being introduced -- permanent, settled
agriculture and cultivation.
Stellenbosch settlement was founded in 1679, and by 1682 several farmers were established in Jonkershoek valley and
soon began producing wine, corn, rye, cattle and sheep. The important need of the fledgling colony was for grain and
meat. Though more attractive to grow, wine was secondary and the early farmers were obliged to plant six times as much
grain as vines. At that time we can imagine fields of wheat and rye on the rounded hilltops and gentle slopes and
vineyards occupying the valley floor where they could benefit from irrigation. Cattle and sheep grazed under the
supervision of herders and were enclosed at night in kraals. Buildings were of the very simplest form (a ‘huisje’ at
Jonkershoek; rudimentary possessions recorded in Anthony of Angola’s inventory) utilising natural materials and evolving
through trial and error to the vernacular form that evolved into the language of later ‘Cape Dutch’ buildings (which had
straw rather than reeds for roofing, and indigenous woods for beams).
Jonkershoek was notable in that several of the early land grants were to freed slaves, who were active and respected
members of the pioneer community (many of whom owned slaves themselves): Manuel and Anthony of Angola at west
Klein Gustrouw, Louis of Bengal at Leef op Hoop, and Marquard and Jan of Ceylon at Old Nectar. Jan Andriesz (de
Jonker) of Jonkershoek was married to Lysbeth of the Kaap, a woman of slave descent who later inherited the farm.
The major farm at the mouth of the valley, Lanzerac (originally Schoongezicht), was owned by Isaak Schryver. He was
an expansionist, who by 1700 had bought the neighbouring farms of west Klein Gustrouw and Leef op Hoop as well as
Mostertdrift on the west. Schryver's widow, Anna Hoeks, continued to expand, acquiring Old Nectar and Jonkershoek so
that by her death in 1715 she owned all the farms in the valley except Assegaaibosch. They were to stay in her family till
1808.
There was a general economic decline for most of the 18th century, and even after foreign wars brought prosperity to the
Cape from the 1780s, Jonkershoek slumbered. Farming reduced. except for a thousand sheep on the hillsides. Only the
south side of Lanzerac werf was in existence (though the old house was filled with paintings); there was little activity at the
other farms, which changed hands at ridiculously low prices.
The Lanzerac-based property empire was eventually broken up in 1808 and the various farms re-emerged as individual
entities. The early 19th century was a time of great prosperity as overseas wine tariffs favoured the Cape. In this boom,
vineyards were expanded and there was a great leap forward in building development in the Jonkershoek valley. The
formal layout of Assegaaibosch and the classic symmetrical werf of Lanzerac were established, rather later than
elsewhere at the Cape (the axis house not built till 1830). Geometry was imposed on the landscape. Meantime a parallel
cultural landscape design idea was competing: the Romantic setting, with its qualities of discovery and surprise, came into
being at Old Nectar. The werfs at Klein Gustrouw and Jonkershoek were dramatically expanded. Spectacular rises in
property values in this period also reflect considerable agricultural improvements. Around 1817 the size of many of the
farms increased substantially as the land around the early grants, occupied "as of right" until then, was formally granted.
Mount Happy (Weltevreden) also emerged as a separate entity at this time.
Preferential wine tariffs were withdrawn 1825-30, resulting in a general collapse of the economy at the Cape. But this did
not appear to hit Jonkershoek farmers as hard as those in some other areas (eg Idas Valley, where there were several
bankruptcies as a result). The emancipation of the slaves in 1834-1838 also apparently had little effect on prosperity. The
1830s-1850s saw a second wave of farm extensions, with notable Georgian or early Victorian layers added to werf
buildings at Klein Gustrouw, Mount Happy and Assegaaibosch. Those farms, Old Nectar and Jonkershoek were all
enlarged by the addition of large pieces of mountainside, and Upper Jonkershoek was granted. All the land in the valley
had now been claimed.
From the 1840s there was a change in land ownership patterns in the valley. Until then, transfers had generally been
among family members of a small interrelated community. Now the "great" Cape families (with links to Babylonstoren,
Spier, Welmoed, Rustenberg in Idas Valley, etc.) took over. This was the era of van der Byls at Lanzerac, the van Nult
Onkruydt-Marais dynasty at Klein Gustrouw-Leef op Hoop, Marais' at Old Nectar, Neethlings at Jonkershoek.
During the 19th century the cultural landscape was layered in a different way so there were changes to the look of the
valley. Sheep, which had at one time threatened to over-graze the valley, had been moved to the Overberg. Besides their
physical absence, an effect was that the fynbos hillsides recovered. Vineyards that spread widely in the early century,
were cut back after 1825 and either ran to seed or were replaced in some places with fruit. Grain fields were still common
at the start of the century but gradually they too migrated to expansive areas like the Overberg and Swartland where they
could be more conveniently cultivated. There was an absence of large tree plantations (the settlers had long since cut
down the indigenous forest along the river) but at Jonkershoek and Assegaaibosch, and probably elsewhere, farmers
planted many of the oaks and gum trees still seen today. Probably at this time, too, alien plants like hakea were
introduced and began to invade the natural bush.
From around the turn of the 19th/20th C there seems to have been a period of decline in parts of the valley; there were
several bankruptcies and the great farms began to be broken up. In 1884 Jonkershoek passed from the insolvent PP
Neethling to the Watermeyers, who owned it until it was transferred to Stellenbosch Municipality and then the State in the
1930s. Klein Gustrouw-Leef op Hoop was divided (although both pieces continued to be owned by Marais family
members), and by the end of the 20th century it had been broken into 16 pieces. Old Nectar's owner went insolvent in
1896 and the farm was divided up in the 1920s-30s. In most places the landscape slowly deteriorated; buildings and
fences were neglected and alien vegetation, including cluster pine, hakea, eucalyptus and poplars were allowed to invade
the veld and arable land. The valley vines were hard hit by the phylloxera epidemic of the 1880s.
But at the mouth of the valley, at the end of the 19th century JH Wicht of Lanzerac was buying back portions of the farm
that had been divided off, and from the 1920s Lanzerac Estate wines were introduced. Karindal suburb was divided from
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Lanzerac in 1958 and the werf transformed into the luxury hotel that is now an icon of the valley. The present owner,
Christo Wiese, has returned to the tradition of expanded the estate by buying neighbouring properties and extending the
vineyards. In contrast, the werf was densified till it is today a sizable urban cluster.
In the 1930s a particular change came about, not in the landscape itself but in the way it is experienced. At Jonkershoek
the trout hatchery built in 1892 had become an increasing popular jaunt for day-trippers, not least because of the scenic
drive through the grandeur of the valley. The old road to Jonkershoek, which crossed and re-crossed the Eerste River,
was remade along the north bank only: awkward to construct past the ridges that run to the banks of the river, it resulted
in the valley being experienced as a necklace of morphological places that open up and close again.
With the break-up of the great historical estates, very many minor farms and smallholdings came into existence,
particularly on the south bank. But the greatest change in the mid-20th century was planting the huge swathe of pine
forest across the middle of the valley that is so characteristic today. Less noticeable to the scenic eye, but evident on the
ground, deliberate attempts to halt the spread of invasive aliens and the re-establishment of fynbos communities are
especially appreciated by leisure users in the hiking trails that extend beyond its borders.
The spread of Stellenbosch urbanisation stops abruptly at Karindal; from there the valley is a special rural place. In the
21st century, despite technological advances in irrigation, a boom in residential property values and wineries, it retains an
outstanding natural and cultural beauty. See ‘Description’ for an account of its essential character and qualities and its
recent history.
See also History in entries of Historical Properties and Properties.

Historical Notes
c1680: ‘Farmers had to sow six morgen of grain for every morgen put under vines’. Prospective settlers ‘could take
freehold of as much land as they could put to the plough and control, and for the first year they would be exempted from
all land taxes [after that] they had to pay a tithe to the Company in grain’ (Van Zyl in Smuts ed 1979:177)
Oral history dates Assegaaibosch house to 1792 but judging from property price increases it seems more likely to have
been early 19th century. If it is indeed twenty to thirty years before Lanzerac and Old Nectar we must imagine that in the
1790s, like a bolt from the blue, a magnificent H shaped house was built at the very remote and till-then minor farm
Assegaaibosch: a very dramatic and significant event. (Ref Fransen and Cook 1980:158.)

Associated People
See Historical Properties and Properties

Associated Events
References
See Property entries and Historical Properties
Bigalke, RC, "Flora" in Smuts ed 1979:48
De Vos, M, "Fauna" in Smuts ed 1979:28, 33, 37

Assessment
Significance Statement
Jonkershoek Valley is a beautiful and significant cultural landscape. It is one of the earliest areas settled in the
Stellenbosch district, and notable in that several of the original land grants were to freed slaves. The valley has deep
historical, cultural and social associations. Its combination of dramatic natural features and human modifications is both
typical of the Boland (and the Cape) and unique.

Significance Category
A, C, D, E, F, G, H, I

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Proposed Grading
See recommendations.

Vulnerablilities
Recommendations
* Short term: The entire valley from ridgeline to ridgeline, and including Municipal land running up the west side of
Bothmaskop, should be recognised as a heritage resource of AT LEAST grade 3 significant and declared a heritage area in
terms of S. 31 of the NHRA. An appropriate heritage management system should be developed for the valley, with the
participation of land owners and inhabitants. (Stellenbosch Municipality and Heritage Western Cape)
* Short term: The pending declaration of Jonkershoek werf as a provincial heritage site should proceed; preferably
expanded to the declaration of Jonkershoek farm, as defined in this survey. (Heritage Western Cape).
* The declaration of an extended provincial heritage site reflecting the historical and cultural significance of the trout
hatchery and development of Cape nature conservation at Jonkershoek should be investigated. (Heritage Western Cape)
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* Longer term: The declaration of the whole of Jonkershoek Valley as a provincial or national heritage site should be
investigated by SAHRA and Heritage Western Cape. Its possible inclusion in the Cape Winelands Cultural Landscape
national heritage site should be considered.
* Any new buildings should be developed with respect for traditional dwelling patterns, ie tucked into the sub-valleys, not
prominently located on the crests of the hills. (Stellenbosch Municipality)
See also recommendations under individual Properties.

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

SAHRA File ref.

Official Grading

Maps
Number of Ortho Photo

GPS X

Date of Ortho Photo

GPS Y

Aerial Photograph Date

GPS Model

Aerial Photo Number

GPS Setting

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
Property Name

Composite Name

Jonkershoek Valley, Jonkershoek

South Bank water channel

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.00/03

waterworks

Objects
Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
South bank water channel crossing Waterhof,
from behind the house looking west
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Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
South bank water channel (line of canna lilies)
crossing Waterfalls, from the road, looking south
west

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
South bank water channel crossing Pontrieux
water meadow from the road, looking north east

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
South bank water channel take-off at Swiss
Camp, from north bank of Eerste River

17 October 2006

Page 7 of 18

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Orthophoto of south bank smallholdings with
added cadastrals, overlaid by 1902 map showing
route of old road (purple dots) and route of
currently existing water channel (blue)

Photograph Date
Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
At Glenconner the water channel splits; one
branch crosses the paddocks to a dam; one runs
at the foot of the bank and one above it, on the
slope of the bank. Route beyond not traced.

Composite - Description
Visual Description
In the south bank smallholding area is a water channel taken off the Eerste River at Swiss Camp. There is a
channel in the bed of the Eerste river made with stones, which leads through an arched opening in a concrete wall
to a channel that crosses the property; this is probably the take-off (Photo 2). The water channel crosses the
Pontrieux water meadow (Photo 3), passes under the south bank road and across the north west corner of
Waterfalls (photo 4), runs along the southern edge of the water meadow at Waterhof (photo 5) and continues as a
split channel at two levels on the bank at Glenconner, with a further branch crossing the paddocks to a dam.
Channels beyond not traced; they may have ended at the stream watering Glenconner werf, or continued at the
edge of the Fynbos water meadow. The land beyond was not cultivated until after 1938, so it is unlikely the
channel continues into Mount Happy. The channel follows the route of the old south bank road to Jonkershoek
and Assegaaibosch closely enough (see map, Photo 1) for it to be likely that the two ran together.

Condition
Fair

Composite - History
History
To irrigate the water meadows, early farmers took a water channel from higher up the Eerste River, running it as
close as they could to the suddenly steeper bank so that water could be led by gravity from it to the fields. They
also dug ditches to drain the water-logged soil adjacent to the Eerste River. These generally run at right angles to
the Eerste, though there is a winding channel on the boundary between Swiss Club and Pontrieux. We have found
no account of these land modifications. They were probably put in place at an early date and were constantly
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upgraded over the years.

Associated People
AssociatedEvents
References
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows route.
1938 aerial photograph.
1980s orthophoto
2000 aerial photograph.
Site inspection April 2005.

Composite - Assessment
Significance Statement
Farmers channelled water for irrigation and domestic use from the introduction of agriculture, and water
reticulation has been the subject of constant technological advances ever since. This channel may be very old; it
certainly predates the subdivision of the south bank into several properties. If so, it is a rare and significant
example of early agricultural technology with the potential to yield information about a little-studied field. The
channel seems to be closely aligned with the mapped route of the old road from Stellenbosch to Jonkershoek (see
02.00/02), itself a highly significant part of the cultural landscape of which traces remain on several properties.

Significance Category
A, B, C, D, F, G

Proposed Grading
At least 3 national register (S. 30)

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
Because it is a linear element that runs through many properties, parts of it are easily destroyed by uncoordinated
individual actions.

Recommendations
Further study and conservation of surviving remnants. Owners should be informed of its heritage significance.
Possibly grade 2 (requires further study)

Official Grading

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

older than 60 yrs (s. 34), archaeol (s.
35)

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Composite Name

Heritage Resource Name

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
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Property Name

Composite Name

Jonkershoek Valley, Jonkershoek

Old South Bank road

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.00/02

old route

Objects
none listed

Photograph Date
05/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
A ford over the Eerste River near Mount Happy
north bank housing, which may be the old
crossing.

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
1902 (adjusted) on 1938 aerial photo with
approximate current cadastrals.
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Photograph Date
06/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Mount Happy east fields. The old road would
have run near the bank, which has been cut
back.

Photograph Date
05/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Old track above a water meadow east of the
werf at Mount Happy (not the route of the old
road)

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Old road, Glenconner
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Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
The old road through Swiss Club.

Photograph Date
06/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
At Glenconner, the old road runs along the bank
behind the water meadows behind house left, in
front of houses centre and right.

Composite - Description
Visual Description
The old north bank road stopped at Old Nectar (see 02.00/01). The road to Jonkershoek and Assegaaibosch
branched off from the north bank road near Klein Gustrouw and crossed to the south bank of the Eerste River
near the east end of River House at Paai Klaas Drift (photo 2). It ran along the upper side of the south bank water
meadows, close to or just on the bank -- thus avoiding waterlogged winter soils and cultivated land. It crossed
eastern Mount Happy (02.03) and ran through the southern part of Old Nectar Historical property, now the South
Bank smallholding area (Fynbos 02.05, Glenconner 02.06, Waterhof 02.10, Waterfalls 02.11) (photo 5). It crossed
the corner of the Pontrieux water meadow (02.12) into the Swiss Club (02.13), where it ran closer to the bank of
the river before taking a generous curve (to allow for the large turning circle of wagons drawn by spans of oxen)
south and north again through the western water meadow of Assegaaibosch (02.14). A private farm track
continued to Assegaaibosch, but the public road crossed the Eerste River at a drift, cut through the middle of the
western water meadow at Jonkershoek and entered the werf.
Few traces of the old road remain. At Mount Happy, the eastern fields have been modified and enlarged (photo
3) and traces of the old road were not found (though a track on the bank above a field to the west of the route of
the public road gives a good idea of its probable character, see photo 4). Parts of the road which still clearly exist
are the east approach to Glenconner werf (photo 5, 6) and the road, lined with old oaks, along the southern
boundary of Swiss Club (photo 7). Between these portions, its route can be clearly traced along the line of the old
water channel -- see Composite 12.00/03.

Condition
Limited physical remains; only visible in parts.

Composite - History
History
The south bank road has a very early origin -- when Simon van der Stel granted Assegaaibosch to Dirk Coetzee
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about 1693, a condition was that Coetzee was obliged to repair the road to it and when necessary sent a slave to
do this (Liebbrandt 257b). The route of the old road is shown on the 1902 map; portions may appear on old Title
Deeds (not sought).
It is not known when this stretch was adopted as a Divisional Road. In 1912 official documents were uncertain
about where Paai Klaas Drift was. (‘Ask the coloured people’ reads a note on the letter, then ‘coloured’ is crossed
out and ‘local’ substituted.)
A new north bank road to Jonkershoek was made in the early 20th century -- see 02/00.01 A bridge was made
across the Eerste River opposite Jan Lui's field, and a new road on a different alignment was made through the
south bank smallholdings to Assegaaibosch. With the subdivision of old properties along new lines, the old road
was largely superfluous; farmers may have continued to use portions which were useful, but most of it has
disappeared.

Associated People
AssociatedEvents
References
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows route.
1938 aerial photograph.
1980s orthophoto
2000 aerial photograph.
Site inspections 06/04,04/05.

Composite - Assessment
Significance Statement
The route of the old south bank road is of historical significance. It demonstrates the layering of the cultural
landscape through time and the impact of changing engineering and transport technology. There is great
information potential from further study.

Significance Category
A, C, F

Proposed Grading
3 national register (S. 30)

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
Because it is a linear element that runs through many properties, parts of it could easily be destroyed by
uncoordinated individual actions.

Recommendations
Conservation of surviving remnants. Further study. Owners should be informed of its heritage significance.

Official Grading

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

older than 60 yrs (s. 34), archaeol (s.
35)

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Composite Name

Heritage Resource Name

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource
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Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
Property Name

Composite Name

Jonkershoek Valley, Jonkershoek

Old North Bank road

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.00/01

old route

Objects
none listed

Photograph Date
Photographer
Photo Title
1832 Charles D'Oyly drawing of the approach to
Old Nectar.

Photograph Date
Photographer
CAM2-409

Photo Title
1902 map, western section to Old Nectar
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Photograph Date
06/04

Photographer
Stewart Harris

Photo Title
Outer gates of Lanzerac, now overwhelmed by
suburbia.

Photograph Date
Photographer
Photo Title
1832 drawing by Charles D'Oyly showing the
road descending past Lanzerac towards
Stellenbosch.

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Adjusted 1902 map with road highlighted,
overlaid (approximately) on 1980 orthophoto,
showing northern curve of old road.
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Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Note in 1938 the loop of the old road was
sharper than is shown on the 1902 map.

Photograph Date
Photographer
Photo Title
Proposed new road (dotted line), drawn c1929
on a 1913 base CAPAS3-201&4-317

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Adjusted 1902 map with road highlighted,
overlaid (approximately) on 1980 orthophoto,
showing section from Topas to Jan Lui's field.

Composite - Description
Visual Description
Until the early 20th century the old road along the north bank of the Jonkershoek valley ran only as far as Old
Nectar . The road to Jonkershoek and Assegaaibosch branched off from the north bank road near Klein Gustrouw
and crossed to the south bank, re-crossing the river at Assegaaibosch to reach Jonkershoek -- see 02.00/02 for
description and history of the south bank portion.
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At the Stellenbosch end, from the turn-off to Lanzerac (where the outer gateposts now stand lost in a field, photo
2) the old road followed a similar alignment to the present Jonkershoek Road, passing Lanzerac on the north-west
(see 1832 D’Oyly drawing, photo 3). The old road rose a little higher up the slope to cross the
Jonkershoekbergkloof stream slightly further north than now, before looping back to rejoin the present road about
at the (current) entrance to Klein Gustrouw (photos 4, 5). Traces of this road still exist on Klein Lanzerac and Klein
Gustrouw: see 02.39/01 and 02.34/02.
From there, the present road follows the route of the old road until about the west boundary of Topas, where the
old road split: the right branch continued straight, down to the ford over the Eerste River (see 02.00/02), the left
branch swung across the slope, crossing the southern portion of Bergsig and Lingen a bit higher up than the
present road (photo 6; no traces remain of this section). From about Konstanz, the route was similar to the present
route -- skirting the Bult, crossing the edge of Jan Lui's field, heading for Old Nectar a little higher up the hill, and
eventually revealing a splendid view of the house and its setting (see 1832 D’Oyly drawing, photo 7). There the
road ended until a new section was built to Jonkershoek in the 1930s (photo 8).

Condition
Limited physical remains; only visible in parts.

Composite - History
History
See also Description. In 1892 the Government established the trout hatcheries at Jonkershoek and this rapidly
became a tourist attraction in the area -- not least because it was an enjoyable scenic drive. Throughout the 1910s
and 1920s, as motor traffic grew, there are regular letters of complaint from Jonkershoek’s owner because she
had to repair it. Eventually the road was adopted as a public road and in the early 1930s the shortcut to
Jonkershoek past Old Nectar was made. The route of this road is clearly seen on the 1938 aerial photographs.
The road was tarred in c1953 when it was realigned in many places. It has been repeated upgraded and a cycle
track was made in the late 20th century.
NOTE: No general histories were found. A limited archival search was made. There is info at the Cape Archives
for the periods 1912-1929 and for 1949-51 (CA PAS 4/317 ref 94/A25, parts 1 and 2; CA PAS 3/201). These
include regular letters of complaint from the Watermeyers of Jonkershoek pleading for it to be adopted as a public
road; and a 1923 map which shows it as it was in 1902. No mention of when the Old Nectar bypass was made;
from the letters it seems the old route was still in existence in 1929. By 1938 the aerial shows the new road in
place and the original route has become overgrown. We conclude that the new road was built in the early 1930s. It
was scheduled to be tarred in 1953.

Associated People
AssociatedEvents
References
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows route.
1938 aerial photograph.
1980s orthophoto
2000 aerial photograph.
D’Oyly drawings from Smuts ed 1979.
Liebbrandt 257b mentions that when Simon van der Stel granted Assegaaibosch to Dirk Coetzee about 1693, a
condition was that Coetzee was obliged to repair the road to it and when necessary sent a slave to do this.
Cape Archives CA PAS 4/317 ref 94/A25, parts 1 and 2; CA PAS 3/201
Portions of the road may appear on old Title Deeds (not sought).
Site inspections 06/04,04/05, 05/05.

Composite - Assessment
Significance Statement
The route of the old road is of historical significance. It demonstrates the layering of the cultural landscape through
time and the impact of changing engineering and transport technology. There is great information potential from
further study.

Significance Category
A, C, F

Proposed Grading
3 heritage register (S. 30)

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
Because it is a linear element that runs through many properties, parts of it could easily be destroyed by
uncoordinated individual actions.
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Recommendations
Conservation of surviving remnants. Further study. Owners should be informed of its heritage significance.

Official Grading

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

older than 60 years (s. 34), archaeol
(s. 35)

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Composite Name

Heritage Resource Name

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource
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