
Photo Title
Jonkershoek far east field, 2000 aerial

Photograph Date
2000

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Jonkershoek far east field from the road

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Visual Description
Beyond the gates to Jonkershoek plantation, the road crosses Lambrecht's Kloof stream and runs past a clearing 
on the slopes above, which is a remnant of an old field. There are now two modern forestry buildings in it (photos 
1, 2).

Condition

History
Not granted in 1683 but its agriculturally attractive even slope (eg for wheat) suggests it was brought into use at 
an early time. The lower part of the field was part of the 1858 ''Wynand' extension to Jonkershoek, while the land 
above was granted as 'Uitvlugt' in 1844. It is not known who the Lambrecht was after whom Lambrecht's Kloof is 
named.
  Before 1938, the Jonkershoek Road curved downward and run west of Lambrecht's Kloof to join a road that ran 
through the extension area to Swartbrug (see photos 4, 5, and Composite 06). Where the road bent south along 
the west bank of the stream, a side road led to a house on the east bank (photos 3, 4). By 1938 a more direct road 
had been made from the East village to Swartbrug, approximately on the alignment of the present road, bending 
downward slightly to avoid a very small house that may be the one on earlier maps, but has now disappeared 
(compare photos 3, 4 and 5). The north bank section of the Jonkershoek Circular Drive had not yet been made in 
1938. 
  The 1933 irrigation map also shows a water furrow which ran above the field from the Heuningkloof stream in the 
east to Lambrecht's Kloof, and which is visible on the 1938 aerial photo (not sought, but remnants may still exist in 
the plantations).

Associated People

Composite - Description

Composite - History
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AssociatedEvents

References
See Property

Significance Statement
Part of the historical rural landscape, although the field is now effectively (and perceptibly) part of the plantation. 
There may be remnants of an old (possibly ancient) water furrow.

Significance Category
A, C, E

Proposed Grading
3 heritage area

Vulnerablilities

Recommendations
Preserve the water furrow, if remnants exist.

Official Grading NHR Act Status
furrow is older than 60 years

Date of Gazette

Composite - Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery

Property Name

Composite Name Heritage Resource Name

Catalogue Number Type of Resource

Composite - Objects

Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name
Jonkershoek picnic area

Catalogue Number
02.15a/03

Type of Resource
picnic area

Objects

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
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Photo Title
1902 Map with (approximate) overlay of current 
cadastrals: Red blocks 17th century grants, 
yellow lines early 19th c, pink dots roads. 
Grey/black rivers.

Photograph Date

Photographer

Photo Title
1980 orthophoto with approximate cadastrals 
added

Photograph Date
1980

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
River crossing

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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Photo Title
1938 aerial photo.

Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Entry to picnic area

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Visual Description
The picnic area is accessed by a steep road down from the bend where Jonkershoek Road skirts the ridge that 
separates historical Old Nectar from historical Jonkershoek, and which also gives access to the KJA Youth camp 
(02.18). The picnic area runs along the north bank of the Eerste River and onto the islands formed by its sub-
streams (the main channel is to the south). There is a pair of gatehouses at the entrance (photo 2). An unpaved 
road runs through the area, which is generally mixed forest (mostly alien -- oaks, poplars, pines) with some 
clearings, paths down to the water and bins. Close to the gatehouse there is a stone-paved causeway over the 
side channel of the river (photo 3) -- a reminder that the old road to Jonkershoek crossed from the south bank 
somewhere in this vicinity (photo 4). The picnic area extends as far as the west boundary of Okkie Jooste 
(Composite 5). See Objects for three buildings in the picnic area that may be those visible on the 1938 aerial 
photo (photo 5).

Condition

History
A large part of the land south of the road is the valley bottom with multiple streams, indicators of the Eerste River’s 
old, shifting history (see 1902 map). Recent gabions have given it a much stronger main bed than in the past. This 
land was not granted by the Company, in an attempt to conserve the massive indigenous trees. However, after 
they had been used up, any convenient land was used by the Jonkershoek farmers ‘as of right’ and seems to have 
been formally granted in 1843. The old road to Jonkershoek crossed the river somewhere in this vicinity (photo 4) 
until the new road was made in the early 1930s (see 02.00/01 and /02). 
  After the State acquired the farm in the early 1930s picnicking became popular, and this riverine bottom probably 
has a history dating from that time. Worthy of further study, including oral histories. In 1938 there was an access 
road across the water meadow to the north of the picnic area.

Composite - Description

Composite - History
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Associated People

AssociatedEvents

References
See Property
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows location of grants
1938 aerial photograph.
1980s orthophoto 
2000 aerial photograph.
Site inspection June 2005.

Significance Statement
Part of the cultural landscape of the valley. Associated with recreational uses which are a feature of the upper 
valley.

Significance Category
A, C, E, G?

Proposed Grading
3 heritage area (s. 31)

Vulnerablilities

Recommendations
Social history study

Official Grading NHR Act Status Date of Gazette

Composite - Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery

Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name
Jonkershoek picnic area

Heritage Resource Name
Building, Jonkershoek picnic area

Catalogue Number
02.15a/03.01

Type of Resource
building

Composite - Objects

PhotoTitle
Building, Jonkershoek picnic area

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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Visual Description

Small square building on the edge of the forest near the entrance to the picnic area. It has a wavy 
parapet in front with moulded cornice and a shell moulding in the centre. Arched door in front, steel 
window on the west side. Use unknown.

Condition (short)

Good

Architectural Style

Cape Revival

History

There appears to be a building in about this position on the 1938 aerial photo (see photo 5 in Composite)

Construction Date
Pre-1938?

Associated People

Associated Events

References

Significance Statement

A pretty little building of unknown use; adds character.

Significance Category

A, C, E

Proposed Grading

3 heritage register (s. 30)

Vulnerablilities

NHR Act Status

May be older than 60 years (S. 
34)

Date of Gazette Official Grading 

Recommendations

Further research

Objects - Description

Objects - History

Objects - Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery

Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name
Jonkershoek picnic area

Heritage Resource Name
Ablution blocks, Jonkershoek picnic 
area

Catalogue Number
02.15a/03.02

Type of Resource
ablution blocks

Composite - Objects
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PhotoTitle
Ablution block, Jonkershoek picnic area

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Visual Description

There are two plain, unadorned parapetted ablution blocks in the picnic area, one roughly in the middle 
and one towards the east.

Condition (short)

Fair

Architectural Style
utilitarian

History

There appear to be buildings roughly in the position of these on the 1938 aerial photo (see photo 5 in 
Composite), but these seem to have been rebuilt since then.

Construction Date

Unknown

Associated People

Associated Events

References

Significance Statement

Necessary utilitarian facilities in a public recreation area.

Significance Category

--

Proposed Grading

--

Vulnerablilities

NHR Act Status

Probably not older than 60 years 
(S. 34)

Date of Gazette Official Grading 

Recommendations

Objects - Description

Objects - History

Objects - Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery
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Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name
West of Jonkershoek werf

Catalogue Number
02.15a/02

Type of Resource
composite

Objects
1. Trout hatchery house
2. Trout hatchery 
3. CapeNature Offices
4. Housing

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)

Photo Title
Entrance to fly fishing and CapeNature offices at 
Jonkershoek trout hatchery area

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Entrance to werf and SAFCOL building to the 
west of it.

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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Photo Title
West of Jonkershoek werf, 2000 aerial 
photograph

Photograph Date
2000

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
West of Jonkershoek werf, 1938 aerial 
photograph

Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Modern SAFCOL building on the western edge 
of the trout hatchery area, next to the werf.

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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Photo Title
West of Jonkershoek werf,  1980 orthophoto

Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Old wall east of the entrance, below CapeNature 
offices.

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Timber hut used as Fly Fishing offices

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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Photo Title
Access to houses around the hatchery is via a 
road that curves around the west and north of 
the valley.

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
West of Jonkershoek werf, view from 
Assegaaibosch opposite.

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Visual Description
The valley north-west of the werf is the nucleus of the now-historical trout hatchery (Objects 01, 02), also 
accommodating CapeNature offices (Object 03) and housing and forestry functions. The area is a complex 
combination of landscaped dams, ponds and waterways; roads, paths and parking areas; and has various 
buildings of different ages and types.
  There are several housing villages ('bosdorpe) and clusters of staff houses of various ages and types behind the 
hatchery and on the ridge west of the valley (Object 04). Main access to the outer 'ring' of housing is via a road 
just past Jonkershoek west farm (Composite 04), which runs up the ridge west of the valley, loops around behind 
the valley and descends into the werf between the slave quarters and the house. Access to the houses and 
housing around the hatchery is up a road to the west of the ponds (photos 1, 2, 4). The main entrance to the 
hatchery and offices is roughly central (photos 1, 2, 5).  The trout hatchery ponds to the west of the central access 
road are now let to a fly fishing operation, which has a wooden hut next to the entrance gate (photo 6). East of the 
gateway, in front of the CapeNature offices, is a garden with a stream running through it, edged on the road side 
by an old wall with plaster mouldings and a pedestrian entrance gateway (photo 7). Another road on the eastern 
edge of the area (photo 8) leads obliquely to the werf, also to CapeNature's parking area and a large 
contemporary building on the eastern edge of the hatchery (photo 9).

Condition

History
  Part of the land was granted in 1683; the remainder came into use soon after but was not officially granted till 
1858. 
  In 1892 the Government leased some land from the farm and the hatchery and ponds were built (see SAHRA file 

Composite - Description

Composite - History
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and 1890s photographs in Object 02). FG Chaplin was appointed curator in 1907. “He improved the hatchery 
considerably by enlarging many of the ponds and devising a new system of raceways with waterfalls and rapids … 
Over the course of the next thirty years, he landscaped the hatchery grounds with flowering tress and shrubs, 
lawns and pathways and planted the embankments and margins of the ponds with violets, wall flowers, ferns and 
lilies which provided colourful displays throughout the year. The Jonkershoek hatchery became one of the major 
tourist attractions of Stellenbosch. Visitors were enthralled by the sight of the Jonkershoek peaks in the glow of 
sunset, reflected in the ponds fringed with lilies and scarlet ixias. During subsequent developments which 
necessitated the construction of additional concrete tanks and buildings, the hatchery lost much of its early old-
world charm and beauty” (Hey 1995:48).
  None of the buildings which are visible on the 1938 aerial photo around the edges of the hatchery were located 
on site, but some fabric may have been incorporated into later buildings.

Associated People
See Property

AssociatedEvents

References
Hey 1995
See Property

Significance Statement
The valley west of the Jonkershoek werf is the site of the historical trout hatchery, which is also of scientific and 
cultural significance, and of various later developments associated with the creation and operations of the Cape 
Departments of Inland Fisheries, of Nature Conservation and of Forestry, and with various notable people involved 
with these. It is a complex area that merits detailed heritage study.

Significance Category
A, B, C, E, F, G, H

Proposed Grading
2

Vulnerablilities
Some uncertainty regarding future use.

Recommendations
Heritage study and further research into the history of the trout hatchery.

Official Grading NHR Act Status
Trout Hatchery house is declared PHS.

Date of Gazette
1994

Composite - Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery

Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name
West of Jonkershoek werf

Heritage Resource Name
Jonkershoek Trout Hatchery House

Catalogue Number
02.15a/02.01

Type of Resource
trout hatchery building

Composite - Objects
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PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek Trout Hatchery House.

Photograph Date
05/05

Photographer
Stewart Harris

PhotoTitle
Interior of Hatchery House. Hey 1995:54

Photograph Date

Photographer

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek Hatchery House from the west, 
across the trout ponds

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek Hatchery House from the stone-paved 
path above

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Visual Description

Small building at right angles to the slope, east of the upper ponds. It is of coursed dressed stone with 
brick surrounds to openings, has a double pitched corrugated asbestos roof with pointed end gables and 
a verandah on cast iron columns. Under the verandah, a cement tank (?) runs along the edge of the 
building, and behind it on the north side is a pumphouse (?). It is set on a level terrace paved with 
irregular pieces of slate and with stone retaining walls; a stone-paved path runs past it on the west side, 
up stone steps to the upper dams and tanks.

Condition (short)

Good

Architectural Style
Victorian

History

Built in about 1892, when the Government leased some land from the farm and built the hatchery and 
ponds (see SAHRA file).

Construction Date

1892

Associated People

See Property

Associated Events

References

See Property

Significance Statement

A well-crafted small building of local sandstone. Part of the nucleus of the significant Jonkershoek trout 
hatchery, which is of historical, scientific and cultural significance and associated with various prominent 
people and the formation of Cape administration of fisheries and nature conservation.

Significance Category

A, B, C, E, F, G, H

Proposed Grading

2

Vulnerablilities

Objects - Description

Objects - History

Objects - Assessment

A = course / pattern of history

B = rarity

C = information potential

D = characteristic of type

E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical

G = social / cultural / spiritual

H = assoc. NB person / group

I = slavery
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NHR Act Status

Provincial heritage site

Date of Gazette

1994-04-05

Official Grading 

Recommendations

A more extensive part of the hatchery, including ponds and landscaping, should be recognised and 
protected. Interpretation required.
(Note existing declaration has incorrect farm and transfer deed numbers.)

Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbos

Composite Name
West of Jonkershoek werf

Heritage Resource Name
Jonkershoek trout hatchery

Catalogue Number
02.15a/02.02

Type of Resource
fish breeding facility

Composite - Objects

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek Trout Hatchery area, 1980 orthophoto

Photograph Date
1980

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek Trout Hatchery area, 1938 aerial 
photograph

Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping
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PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, upper channels and 
ponds

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, upper dam empty, 
showing construction

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, looking upward over 
dams

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, looking west over dams

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, looking down over 
dams towards Okkie Jooste camp

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Paddle-wheel aerating the water, Jonkershoek 
trout hatchery

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius
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PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, late 19th C photo 
looking south east across lower ponds towards the 
werf. CADrJ124

Photograph Date
late 19th C

Photographer

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, late 19th C. CADrJ123-
1

Photograph Date
late 19th C

Photographer

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek trout hatchery, late 19th C. CADrJ123-
2

Photograph Date
late 19th C

Photographer

Visual Description

The trout hatchery initially occupied the floor of the sloping valley west and north of the werf, with ponds, 
dams and waterways on both sides of the central access road (see 1938 aerial, photo 2). The dams in 
the lower (south east) quadrant of this area, closest to the werf, have subsequently been removed and 
this is now the site of CapeNature offices and garden (see Object 03). The remaining dams and ponds, 
some of which have been enlarged since 1938, step down the slope in a series of lawned terraces, 
landscaped with shrubs and trees and with stone-paved paths, stone retaining walls and steps. The 
upper dams extend eastwards behind the CapeNature offices. Water from the stream west of the werf 

Objects - Description
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