Heritage Survey: Stellenbosch Rural Areas
by Penny Pistorius and Stewart Harris - June 2004
Sub Area Name

Catalogue Number

Jonkershoek

02.15a

Property Name

Alternative Names

Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Wynand

Farm Number

Linkages

352/2, 352/4, 352/7

Jonkershoek historical property -- all portions of 352and 358
(whole upper Valley)

Heritage Resource Name

Type of Resource

Jonkershoek Farm

farm, now various uses

Composites
1. Werf
2. West of the werf
3. Picnic area
4. West farm
5. Okkie Jooste
6. Extension area
7. Behind the werf
8. East field
9. East village
10. Far east field

Photo Date

Photographer
Stewart Harris

Photo Title
Map attached to Water Court application, 1933, showing irrigable
land hatched; tributaries and water furrows are highlighted in dark
and light blue. CAM3-2834
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Photo Date

Photographer

1980

Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Orthophoto with added cadastrals

Photo Date

Photographer

03/04

Stewart Harris

Photo Title
1692 grant OSF1-59

Photo Date

Photographer
CAM2-409

Photo Title
1902 map: Red blocks 17th century grants, yellow lines early 19th c,
pink dots roads. Grey/black rivers.
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Photo Date

Photographer

1938

Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
1938 aerial photo with added (approximate current) cadastrals

Description
Visual Description

Notes

We have called the three portions of Farm 352 around the
Jonkershoek werf 'Jonkershoek farm' as it was the historical core
of farming operations. A very irregularly-shaped land parcel, it is
bounded by the Eerste River and Assegaaibosch (20.14) in the
south, Jonkershoek Plantation in the north and east and the KJA
Youth Camp (20.18) in the west. It consists of the water meadows
next to the river and relatively gently-sloping arable land above,
below the steeper slopes of the plantation to the north. Several
streams cross the property, with associated water furrows (photo
2).
For descriptions of various sub-places see Composites.

Information from district erf map and Jonkershoek
SDF (Setplan 1999) does not correspond: Property
and Land Use Inventory in SDF lists the following -352/2 named Die Eiland/Jonkershoek Dept Bosbou
= 128 ha. Owner 1999 Stellenbosch Municipality;
uses listed as plantation (leased to SAFCOL), Camp
site, Youth camp (leased to Department of
Education and Training).
352/2 named Jonkershoek = 128.83 ha. Owner
Cape Nature Conservation (now CapeNature);uses
listed as Offices, Nature Reserve, Picnic Area, River
Frontage, Staff Accommodation.
* According to the erf map 352/2 is the irregularshaped portion north of the river which wraps around
the werf.
352/4 is not listed in the SDF.
*According to the erf map it is the wedge-shaped
area where the werf is situated.
352/7 is not listed in the SDF.
*According to the erf map it is the small triangular
piece west of the werf (see photo 1).

History
See Jonkershoek historical property for history of the entire farm. Virtually all of the land north of the river as far as the
strongly demarcated Jonkershoek Plantation (farm 352) was in use by Jonkershoek farmers by at least the early 18th
century. Only scattered parts of it were officially granted in 1692 -- we surmise that early farmers first used the random
pattern of fields that had already been cleared by Khoi firing and grazing. Note that the original grant included a piece
south of the river, which is now on portion 352/1 and /3.

Historical Notes
Associated People
See Jonkershoek historical property.

Associated Events
References
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows location of grants
1932 map CA M3 2834
1938 aerial photograph.
1980 orthophoto
2000 aerial photograph.
Hey 1995
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See also Jonkershoek historical property

Assessment
Significance Statement
Core area of historical Jonkershoek Farm, one of the foundational farms of the Jonkershoek valley. Deeply historical farm,
many-layered place. Magnificent setting. Site of historical trout hatchery, from which Cape Department of Inland Fisheries
and then Department of Nature Conservation (now CapeNature) developed; headquarters for and site of early nature
conservation projects and research (scientific and cultural significance), first nature conservation field station. Recreational
uses and associated social significance.

Significance Category

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Proposed Grading
2/1

Vulnerablilities
Uncertainty regarding future ownership, jurisdiction and use as State assets are subject to negotiation. Shortage of funds
for maintenance and conservation will probably result in a proposal call for income-generating development (as publicprivate partnership) at some stage.

Recommendations
Full heritage study. Conservation-development parameters must be clearly established.
Declaration of the farm as a PHS (perhaps NHS)

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

SAHRA File ref.

Official Grading

Declaration of werf pending

Maps
Number of Ortho Photo

GPS X

Date of Ortho Photo

GPS Y

Aerial Photograph Date

GPS Model

Aerial Photo Number

GPS Setting

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
Property Name

Composite Name

Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Jonkershoek west farm

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.15a/04

landscape composite

Objects
watermeadow
house
outbuilding
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Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Lane west of the west farm house, looking down

Photograph Date
2000

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
West Farm, detail of 2000 aerial photo.

Photograph Date
Photographer
Photo Title
Detail of 1933 irrigation map CAM3-2834,
showing water furrow to Jonkershoek west farm.
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Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Jonkershoek west farm, 1938 aerial photograph

Photograph Date
1980

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Jonkershoek west farm, 1980 orthophoto with
added approximate cadastrals

Photograph Date
2000

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Jonkershoek west farm, 2000 aerial photo
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Photograph Date
Photographer
CAM2-409

Photo Title
Jonkershoek west farm, 1902 map. Red blocks
17th century grants, yellow lines early 19th c,
pink dots roads. Grey/black rivers. (Note the
early grants seem to be drawn further from the
river than they should be.)

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Jonkershoek Road above the water meadow of
West Farm, with bank and chestnut trees.

Composite - Description
Visual Description
The western part of Jonkershoek is a largely rural landscape, which we call West Farm. It is a very distinctive
place. Its very gentle slope is enclosed on the north by foothills to the Twin Peaks and on the south by the treelined Eerste River; it is the preliminary place to the Jonkershoek Werf which is discovered on the far side of a bank
of trees on the east. It is experienced emerging from a tunnel of trees past the picnic area (Composite 03) in the
west. Just past the entrance to the picnic area the road sweeps northward, with a bank on the left and on the right
a row of large chestnut trees which cast deep shade (photo 3). Down a bank below the trees is a large, low water
meadow (Object 01). Above the road is an olive grove, and north of it is a farmstead set in the valley of a tributary
stream, with plantations (see 02.15b) wrapped around it (photo 4). The house (Object 02) is on a platform with
terraced lands in front of it and a sloping field above a bank behind and to the east. West of the house, a lane with
a stone retaining wall and old oaks (photo 5) runs up the slope to an old outbuilding above the field (Object 03). To
the west of the lane, in the valley of a tributary stream, are meadows with some old fruit trees. A furrow bringing
water from a stream east of the house which is indicated on old maps (photo 7) was not found, but remnants may
still exist.

Condition
Composite - History
History
One of the strange shapes of Jan de Jonker’s grant is easily explained on the ground, even though the 1683
surveyor’s location points are so vague. About a quarter of his 29 morgen was a predominantly triangular piece on
the west: its north-west and east sides are clearly the sudden edges of the foothills; its southern edge was the
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bank of indigenous trees along the Eerste Rivier that the settlers were not granted; its watermeadow and gentle
field, which in a climax vegetation would be tree-strewn, had over the centuries been pruned by the Khoi’s grazing
herds. Jan de Jonker tapped the perennial but mild tributary between the foothills to water the very arable-friendly
field -- almost certainly for vineyards. In the 1920s Miss Watermeyer complained that day-trippers would pinch the
grapes from the vineyards they passed though on the way to the trout hatchery. As late as the mid 20th century
parts still had this use. The old road to Jonkershoek had come along the south bank of the river, crossing it in the
present picnic area, then continuing on pretty much the present alignment. The house is said to date from 1912, (it
could be up to twenty years older than that) and several landscape features were made in this period, such as the
terracing and perhaps the avenue of trees to the outbuilding. The house and outbuilding and the treed lane
between them were in place by 1932, and in addition to the stream west of the house there was a water furrow
leading water to the farmstead from a stream to the east. (CA M3 2834, photo 7). In 1938 there were orchards to
the east and in front of the house, as well as in the south east corner of the water meadow. Further study is
required.

Associated People
See Property

AssociatedEvents
References
See Property
1902 Brink Map CA M2-409 shows location of grants
1933 irrigation map CAM3-2834
1938 aerial photograph.
1980s orthophoto
2000 aerial photograph.
Site inspection 06/05.

Composite - Assessment
Significance Statement
This combination of water meadow, road, olive groves, meadows, streams and buildings, nestled in a backdrop of
plantations, is a significant part of the cultural landscape, typical of rural patterns in the valley landscape and
aesthetically fine. May incorporate an old (possibly ancient) water furrow.

Significance Category
A, C, D, E

Proposed Grading
3 heritage area (s. 31)

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
Recommendations
Further research to establish origins and history of farmstead.

Official Grading

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name

Heritage Resource Name

Jonkershoek west farm

Jonkershoek west farm water mead
ow

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.15a/04.01

landscape feature
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Photograph Date
2000

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek west farm water meadow, 2000 aerial
photo

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Western part of Jonkershoek west farm water
meadow, from the picnic area, south west

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Eastern part of Jonkershoek west farm water
meadow, from the road, north west.
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Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek west farm water meadow, 1938 aerial
photo

Photograph Date
1952

Photographer
UCT

PhotoTitle
Eastern part of Jonkershoek west farm water
meadow as a vineyard, 1952. UCT

Objects - Description
Visual Description
One of the series of riverside fields backed by hills which is so characteristic of the Jonkershoek valley. It
is bounded in the south, by the Jonkershoek picnic area (Composite 03) in the trees along the banks of
the Eerste River. Jonkershoek Road curves around the bank on its western and northern edges, and in
the east is a thick band of trees, separating it from Jonkershoek werf and Okkie Jooste camp
(Composites 1 and 5). The western half is rough pastures, and there is a football field on the eastern
part.

Condition (short)
Architectural Style

Objects - History
History
Part of the original 1683 grant to Jan de Jonker, this field was probably cleared by the Khoi for grazing
and was subsequently an important farming resource: gently sloping and easily irrigated. The old road to
Jonkershoek crossed the Eerste River from the south bank somewhere near here (see Composite 3 and
02.00/01 and /02), and ran across the water meadow to the higher slope, continuing to the werf on
roughly the same alignment as at present. In 1938 there was a road running south east across the
meadow, and the south eastern corner was an orchard. In the mid 20th century the eastern part was a
vineyard.

Construction Date

Associated People
See Property.
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Associated Events
References
See Property.

Objects - Assessment
Significance Statement
A significant component of the cultural landscape, this field was probably cleared by the Khoi for grazing.
It was part of the earliest land grant and has been an important farming resource ever since. The old road
ran across it from a ford over the Eerste River. It is a significant component of the views from
Jonkershoek Road. The football field may have 20th C socio-cultural associations for Jonkershoek
workers.

Significance Category
A, C, D, E (G?)

Proposed Grading
3 heritage area

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

Official Grading

Recommendations

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name

Heritage Resource Name

Jonkershoek west farm

Jonkershoek west farm house

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.15a/04.02

house

Photograph Date
Photographer
PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek west farm house in its setting (from
the picnic area)

17 October 2006

Page 11 of 94

Photograph Date
Photographer
PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek west farm house

Objects - Description
Visual Description
A fine Victorian/Edwardian house in a particularly fine setting: on a slope in a valley surrounded by trees
and forests, overlooking terraced fields, an olive grove and a water meadow next to the Eerste River. It is
symmetrical, with projecting gables with bay windows at each end and a verandah between with timber
decoration, in front of a three-bay façade (typical late Victorian/Edwardian 4-pane sashes and a panelled
double door with fanlight). The roof is corrugated iron and there are windows to the loft in the gables, and
a central dormer window over the front door; also round and rectangular cast iron vents. A SAHRA file
note mentions that it has mud mortar to the stone foundations, partial mud plaster walls and internal pine
floors (replaced 1979).

Condition (short)
Good

Architectural Style
Victorian/Edwardian

Objects - History
History
SAHRA file note describes it as originally a farm house, built 1912. Alternatively, it may be the 1894
overseer’s cottage mentioned in CA AGR vol 5, 19B pt 1. The Watermeyers owned the farm in this
period. Later used as Foresters’ Quarters. Further study is required.

Construction Date

Associated People

1894-1912

See Property

Associated Events
References
See Property

Objects - Assessment
Significance Statement
A fine and typical example of a late Victorian/Edwardian villa in a very fine setting. An important
component of the cultural landscape.

Significance Category
A, C, D, E

Proposed Grading
3 heritage register

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
17 October 2006
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NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

Official Grading

older than 60 years (S. 34)

Recommendations
Further research

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Composite Name

Heritage Resource Name

Jonkershoek west farm

Jonkershoek west farm outbuilding

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.15a/04.03

outbuilding

Photograph Date
Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek west farm outbuilding

Photograph Date
06/05

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

PhotoTitle
Jonkershoek west farm outbuilding, interior

Objects - Description
Visual Description
On the slope behind the house, in a separate field, at the top of an oak-lined lane, is a simple rectangular
outbuilding with a low-pitched monopitch roof, plastered, on stone foundations. It has a central door with
a timber casement window (now without glass) each side. Inside are plastered feeding troughs, drainage
channels in the floor and a timber construction dividing it into two stalls. There is a split pole extension to
the back. There are very old oaks around.

Condition (short)
17 October 2006
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Fair/poor

Architectural Style
vernacular

Objects - History
History
Probably contemporary with the house, it was in place by 1932. The water furrow shown on 1930s
irrigation maps came down the slope east of it and passed somewhere in front of it. Not found.

Construction Date

Associated People

Late 19th/early 20th C

See Property

Associated Events
References
See Property

Objects - Assessment
Significance Statement
A simple vernacular outbuilding, intact but disused; part of the farmstead ensemble and cultural
landscape.

Significance Category
A, C, D

Proposed Grading
3 heritage register (s.30)

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
Disused

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

Official Grading

older than 60 years (S. 34)

Recommendations
Further research. Preservation.

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
Property Name

Composite Name

Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Okkie Jooste youth camp

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.15a/05

youth camp

Objects
none
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Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Okkie Jooste Camp, looking south from
Jonkershoek Road with hall right. 10/04

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Entrance to Okkie Jooste camp off Jonkershoek
Road. 10/04

Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
Okkie Jooste camp from the east.
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Photograph Date
08/04

Photographer
Penny Pistorius

Photo Title
East entrance to Okkie Jooste camp.

Photograph Date
1938

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Okkie Jooste area, 1938 aerial photo

Photograph Date
2000

Photographer
Chief Director: Surveys & Mapping

Photo Title
Okkie Jooste area, 2000 aerial photo

Composite - Description
Visual Description
As the Jonkershoek road approaches the werf, behind a razor wire fence opposite the trout hatchery wall, is a flat,
roughly rectangular, lawned water meadow used as the Okkie Jooste youth camp. It is bounded by a stand of
trees on its west side and the river on its south. The Jonkershoek Road runs along its northern edge and cuts
across the corner of the field as it curves southward to bypass the werf; the old approach to the werf is slightly
above it. On the east, as a spur from the Jonkershoek Road, is the approach road to the Assegaaibosch bridge
and the entrance to the camp (an extension of a road from Jonkershoek Werf see 02.15a/01.11). To the east of it
is a long, narrow field backed by trees through which the werf stream runs, and a gate to the extension area
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(Composite 06).The youth camp itself is enclosed in a high wire mesh fence with angled barbed wire and razor
wire on top, and (on the east) bits of vibracrete. Inside are rows of facebrick huts and barracks and timber log
cabins, a hall and some staff housing, with various trees (photos 2-4).

Condition
Composite - History
History
South part: old, shifting history of the Eerste. North part: water meadows which were not granted in 1683 but
which soon became used ‘as of right’. Seems to have been formally granted 1843.
In 1938 the Okkie Jooste camp was a field with much the same shape as at present, the texture indicating
pasture rather than vines. The approach road to the werf emerged from an avenue of oaks and ran along its
northern boundary. A farm track ran from the gates in the west of the southern werf wall below the cellar, straight
down to the river, joining a track that ran along its north bank. The narrow east field had some rectangular patches
of cultivation. The simple rural geometry of this setting -- which had probably been in place for a very long time -was over-ridden by the construction of the curved bypass taking Jonkershoek Road south of the werf, probably in
the 1950s when the road was tarred.
The farm track down the east side of the field was improved and the bridge across the river built in the early
1960s, after the Department of Nature Conservation had acquired Assegaaibosch (Hey 1995:128-9).
History of youth camps in this vicinity. (Dept Cultural Affairs & Sport put out a leaflet c2002 "Western Cape
Cultural Facilities" drawing attention to this publicly-owned facility.)

Associated People
See Property

AssociatedEvents
References
See Property

Composite - Assessment
Significance Statement
This field next to the werf must have been farmed from an early period and is thus closely associated with the
history of the werf and Jonkershoek as a productive farm. It is part of the foreground setting of the werf as
approached from Stellenbosch and visually sensitive. Visually intrusive elements of the youth camp (fences,
buildings, etc) currently undermine the approach to the werf. Use as a youth camp may have socio-cultural
associations and should be researched. The road from the south gate of the werf (currently partly obscured) is a
significant element of the historical werf-lands geometry and part of it is used as the approach to Assegaaibosch
(02.16).

Significance Category
A, C, D, (G?)

Proposed Grading
3 heritage area (s. 31)/ protected area (s.28)

A = course / pattern of history
B = rarity
C = information potential
D = characteristic of type
E = aesthetic

F = creative / technical
G = social / cultural / spiritual
H = assoc. NB person / group
I = slavery

Vulnerablilities
Recommendations
See Pistorius and Harris, Assegaaibosch Heritage Study, 2004:25 for recommendations concerning restoration of
visual geometry of the werf 'foreplace' and screening of intrusive elements of Okkie Jooste camp.

Official Grading

NHR Act Status

Date of Gazette

No buildings older than 60 years (s.34)

Composite - Objects
Property Name
Composite Name
17 October 2006

Heritage Resource Name
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Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

Composites (groups of clusters of heritage resources: sub-places and areas)
Property Name

Composite Name

Jonkershoek Farm, Jonkershoek, Stellenbosch District

Jonkershoek extension area

Catalogue Number

Type of Resource

02.15a/06

landscape composite

Objects
none listed: too numerous - heritage study required.
See description and photos.

Photograph Date
06/04

Photographer
Stewart Harris

Photo Title
Water channels west of the Aquaculture
Research Project.

Photograph Date
06/04

Photographer
Stewart Harris

Photo Title
Gabions reinforcing river bank, western
Jonkershoek extension area.
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